




Objective 4: 
Support teachers to nurture curiosity in the natural world through 
opportunities which are nature-based and student-led

Our Rationale

Nature-based and student-led learning shifts 

the pressure away from teachers as the source 

of knowledge and encourages young people to 

engage with the natural world and use reflection 

and information-gathering to come to their own 

conclusions, taking on the mantle of the expert.

Creating these learning experiences can be 

daunting for teachers who have limited time, 

resources and specific training. Linnean Learning 

is well positioned to offer support in the form of 

simple practical guidance and resources.

Our Approach

We offer primary and secondary schools free 
physical and digital resources that complement and 
expand on the national curriculum. We will engage 
with a wide range of practitioners to gain expert 
advice which can be shared with teachers.

Key Deliverables

 » Linnean Learning will follow a new set of 
‘Linnaeus-inspired’ values: namely exploration, 
recording and learning. Our resources will be 
aligned with these values, to aid teachers in 
exploring all topics covered in the national 
curriculum from KS1 to KS4, within the academic 
remit of the Society.

 » Linnean Learning will provide educational grants 
for school projects that promote active learning 
in nature.

 » Linnean Learning will provide teacher CPD 
sessions to explore nature-based, student-led 
and interdisciplinary learning.

 » Linnean Learning will develop a network of 
teachers to act as forum for discussion and 
sharing of best practice and advice.

 » Linnean Learning will develop strong partnerships 
to share resources and increase impact. 

Portrait of Linnaeus drawn by Leo, 10 as part
 of the Linnaeus’ New Portrait Competition



Objective 5: 
Foster interdisciplinarity by connecting natural science with art, 
literature and history

Our Rationale

The Linnean Society recognises that natural history 

brings together science, art, literature and history in 

a meaningful way. We believe that an appreciation 

of nature through other subjects can lead to a 

deeper curiosity in science and scientific careers, 

and can reduce anxiety when discussing important 

scientific issues.

Our Approach

Through the lens of creativity and artistic freedom, 
we will explore scientific concepts and the natural 
world as a whole. We will work with professionals 
who cross perceived boundaries between subjects, 
and run engagement projects which recognise those 
who successfully make use of interdisciplinarity.

Key Deliverables

 » Linnean Learning will continue to run the 
BioMedia Meltdown outreach programme in 
London schools and instigate a new evaluation 
project to investigate its impact.

 » Linnean Learning will explore further opportunities 
to exhibit participants’ work, through the 
Society’s platforms and in external institutions.

 » Linnean Learning will explore new audiences for 
BioMedia Meltdown, including hard-to-reach 
communities and people with SEND.

 » Linnean Learning will work with teachers of 
science and art to create a dialogue within 
schools, and also to create a forum where art 
and science teachers can share ideas and 
resources.

 » The Linnean Society will create an artist in 
residency programme for the Discovery Room 
to generate new artistic perspectives from the 
Society’s history and collections.

 » The Linnean Society will use the Discovery Room 
for public workshops which explore natural 
history through interdisciplinary means.

Darwin sitting and pondering evolution in this 
BioMedia Meltdown Competition entry


