[image: A close up of a logo

Description automatically generated]


THE JILL SMYTHIES AWARD
Nomination Form
About the Jill Smythies Award
A medal and £1,000 to a botanical artist for outstanding, diagnostically relevant, published illustrations.
Established in 1986 by the late Mr B E Smythies FLS, in honour of his wife, the late Florence Mary Smythies ("Jill"), whose career as a botanical artist was cut short by an accident to her right hand. Awarded to a botanical artist in recognition of excellence in published illustrations in aid of plant identification, with the emphasis on botanical accuracy and the accurate portrayal of diagnostic characteristics.

Eligibility Criteria
· The Jill Smythies Award is open to any botanical artist of any nationality or age.
· The nominee cannot, at the time of nomination, be a member of Council.
· The nominee does not need to be a Fellow of the Society.
· Self-nominations are not accepted.
· Nominations cannot be made by a family member of the nominee
The artwork submitted must be outstanding botanical art that is an accurate portrayal of diagnostic characteristics and an aid to identification. 
· The subject matter may include algae, fungi or plants.
· The submitted work should include two or more items of the same taxonomic group for comparison (not necessarily from the same publication), so there is a diagnostic element to the illustration.
· The works submitted must be published botanical illustrations. In order to assess botanical accuracy, it is important that each illustration must be submitted with the relevant text accompanying it.
· Digital work is eligible.
· Submissions should include a minimum of five examples of the nominee’s work, from at least two publications. These can hard copy, pdfs, or links to Open Access journals They must be accompanied by the relevant text describing/referenced by the illustration.



The submissions should exclude:
· Illustrations that do not portray diagnostic features, such as flower illustrations that are merely artistic or illustrations en masse of seeds or fruit.
· Illustrations of cultivars of garden origin.
Format of submission
Due to the Linnean Society’s lack of access to many electronic journals, examples of work should be provided either as hard copy or as PDFs, at the candidate's (or nominator's) expense. Please do not send online links to pdfs, unless the journal is Open Access.

Guidance on making a nomination
· We particularly welcome the nomination of individuals with underrepresented or under-recognised knowledge of the natural world.
· In addition to an individual’s contribution to a specific field, equal consideration should be given to the work they have done to bring about meaningful change in the world. 
· Nominations should detail a nominee’s wider activities, for example in advocacy, partnership or network building, mentoring, or inspiring the next generation. 

Please send the completed form plus a minimum of five examples of the nominee’s work, from at least two publications. These examples can be sent as hard copy, as pdfs, or links to Open Access journals only to nominations@linnean.org. They must be accompanied by the relevant text describing/referenced by the illustration. 


	Nominee Details

	Full name:
	Click here to enter text.

	Are they a Fellow of the Society?
	Yes ☐ No ☐

	Email address: 
	Click here to enter text.

	Nationality (if known):
	Click here to enter text.

	Please detail the significance of the nominee’s botanical art
(Word limit: 350 words)

	

	Please describe other contributions the nominee has made to the botanical art community, their impact, and what gaining this award might mean for them.
(Word limit: 350 words)

	

	Please list up to 10 key publications and/or presentations/public engagement activity associated with the nominee (with DOI links if available).

	



	Nominator Details

	Full name:
	Click here to enter text.   

	Email address:
	Click here to enter text.

	Seconder Details

	Full name: 
	Click here to enter text.   

	Email address:
	Click here to enter text.

	
* In compliance with the GDPR, personal details will be held only for the purposes of review of the nomination by the Jill Smythies Award Committeejudging panel, Medals & Awards Committee and subsequently by Council.

Medal awardees will normally be notified towards the end of January, and the personal details of unsuccessful nominees will be duly deleted/shredded. Unsuccessful nominees may be re-nominated the following year/s, but a new nomination will need to be made.




Please send your completed form to:
nominations@linnean.org
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