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Well, 2020 was quite a year! 
I would like to thank all our 
amazing staff for their agility, 
resilience and commitment to 
delivering our charitable objec-
tives by adapting our activities 
through the several London 
lockdowns due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. We discovered a lot 
about what worked and what 
didn’t, all of which will serve us 
well in this changing world.  

We said goodbye to Dr Leanne Mel-
bourne who left the Society in 

March, and in June welcomed 
Padmaparna Ghosh as 

Events and Communi-
cations Manager. Our 
events have been 
virtual since March, 
which has brought 
some benefits! We 
had more than 200 
Fellows from more 

than 40 countries attending the Anniversary 
Meeting—including many more in the deci-
sion-making processes of electing Council 
and Officers. Fellows passed a resolution to 
focus on the threats facing our planet, such 
as climate change and biodiversity loss, 
which will allow the new Linnean Future 
Committee to take this work forward. 

The education team pivoted seamlessly 
to virtual life, with Youth Panels, learning 
workshops and the BioMedia Meltdown 
(BMM) competitions and celebratory 
events moving online. We even had a 
20% increase in engagement with BMM 
during the lockdowns! The lunchtime and 
evening lecture series continued with 
much larger audiences than we would have 
been able to accommodate at Burlington 
House—a testament to the excellence of 
the programme. 

The tragic events in 2020 that focused 
attention on inequalities of opportunity for 
black and minority ethnic people led us to 
examine our own privilege. It galvanised 
our intention to improve diversity and 

inclusion, both in the Society and the 
field of natural history more generally. A 
panel discussion in September examined 
priority actions for the Society, and we 
launched our first survey of Fellows to 
assess diversity within our own ranks. We 
will share the results of this with you over 
the next year. 

Our journals went from strength to 
strength, and the editorial team, together 
with our publisher Oxford University 
Press, are working to launch a new Open 
Access journal, broadening our base in the 
rapidly changing publications environment. 
Last, but not least, the Society launched 
a landmark book, L: 50 Objects, Stories 
& Discoveries from the Linnean Society 
of London. With 37 contributors drawn 
from Fellows and curators of the Society’s 
collections, this richly illustrated book 
highlights the treasures held in our care; it’s 
a must-have volume! Despite this unusual 
year, we look forward to the next decade 
in the knowledge that the Society remains 
vibrant and resilient in the face of incredible 
change.

Dr Sandra Knapp

President’s Review � 2020
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The Society is redoubling its efforts to support 
researchers by significantly increasing the amount of 
funding for research grants, as well offering options 
for Open Access publishing, while continuing to 
enhance virtual access to extensive metadata on 
our internationally recognised collections, library 
and archives through our online catalogues. 

Research Journals
In 2020, our journal publisher, Oxford University Press (OUP), has 
continued to improve production. We have renewed our contract 
with them for another five years. Despite initial concerns relating to 
the pandemic, issues of all three journals have been produced more 
or less on schedule. Recent papers from across the  journals featured 
in a joint Virtual Issue (VI) on micro-computed tomography. 

Overall, we are pleased to report that resubscription rates are 
excellent, and income is therefore in line with forecasts. The journals 
support the hybrid model, whereby Open Access (OA) options 
are available, although the rate of take-up is low. OUP has signed 
a number of Read and Publish agreements, and participates in 
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Clockwise from Top: 2020 Special Issues—evolution of Crocodylomorpha 
in the Zoological Journal; Ecomorphology in the Biological Journal; 
Bromeliads in the Botanical Journal (Images: Shutterstock; Flickr)



many free or highly-reduced access 
initiatives. As a strategic initiative, we 
are establishing a new online-only, fully 
OA journal, Evolutionary Journal of the 
Linnean Society, and have engaged Dr 
Steven Dodsworth as the founding editor.

The Biological Journal of the Linnean 
Society (BioJLS, Impact Factor 1.96), 
edited by Professor John Allen, produced 
its own VI on Ecomorphology. A paper 
on the evolution of brain size in primates 
attracted the most citations and another, 
on the life-history evolution of geckos 
on islands, received the most media 
attention. A comprehensive Special 
Issue (SI) entitled ‘OCBIL theory: a new 
science for old ecosystems’ is scheduled 
to be published by mid-2021, guest edited by Fernando Silveira 
(Brazil). 

The Zoological Journal of the Linnean Society (ZooJLS), edited by Dr 
Maarten Christenhusz, published two SIs, one based on Tardigrada 
and another on evolution of Crocodylomorpha. Four papers were 
published on Scelidosaurus, the earliest complete dinosaur, while 
others addressed Cretaceous beetles found in amber, Gasteruption 
wasps and their hosts, the origins of Afrotropical fishes and olfaction 
in raptors. A VI on Acoustics and Vocalisation was accompanied by 
a symphony of sounds composed by MultiMedia Content Producer 
Ross Ziegelmeier based on sounds used in these studies. High 
impact papers included contributions on aquatic spiders, European 

earwigs and several on genetics of endangered mammal species. 
The Impact Factor dropped slightly to 2.824 and the journal ranks 
7th out of 168, up three places. 

Special Issues on grasses and bromeliads, and a themed issue 
on flowers and inflorescences in eudicots were published in the 
Botanical Journal of the Linnean Society (BotJLS), edited by 
Professor Michael Fay. Other high-profile papers included reviews 
on pollen diversity and demographics of terrestrial orchids. A VI on 
the use of herbarium samples in evolutionary botany focused on 

Above: A Bird’s-eye View—Tweets in 2020 Twitter mentions of articles published 
online in 2020 (total of 7,027). Map © Australian Bureau of Statistics/GeoNames/
Microsoft/Navinfo/OpenStreetMap/TomTom/Wikipedia



novel uses of historical collections. The Impact Factor dropped to 
2.046, as a result of the Angiosperm Phylogeny Group IV (APG IV) 
paper falling out of the window in which citations are recorded. 
Upcoming highlights for 2021 include an important review on crop 
wild relatives and an SI ‘Plant Anatomy: Traditions and Perspectives’.

Scientific Research Sponsorship
Conscious of the importance of better understanding biodiversity 
through studies on taxonomy/systematics and evolutionary 
biology, the Society almost doubled the funds it makes available 
to the LinnéSys Fund (formerly Systematics Research Fund), which 
the Society co-administers with the Systematics Association, 
contributing £34,000 and £7,000, respectively. From the 160 eligible 
applications, we were delighted to award 37 grants, ranging from 
£500 to £1,500 for the 2019/20 LinnéSys round. The research 
funded encompassed a wide range of plant, fungal and animal 
groups across global geographies and habitats, and increased 
funding for researchers from non-High Income countries (as defined 
by the World Bank) as compared to last year (22%: 2019; 35%: 2020). 
Supported projects included: 

• Luciana Pereira da Silva’s Phylogeny, biogeography and 
diversification patterns of the diverse Cyperus s.l. (Cyperaceae)

• Botovao Auguste Ramiandrisoa’s Building local knowledge 
baseline for savanna grasses of north-western Madagascar

• Giovanni Coletti’s Integrated taxonomy of extant and extinct 
barnacles from the western Mediterranean Sea

• Anna Penna’s How many babies in the bush? Systematics of cryptic 
dwarf bushbabies (Galagoides) 

• Amrut Bhosale’s Distribution and taxonomy of the landsnails of 
the northern Western Ghats, India

The Attenborough Award (for outstanding fieldwork) was awarded 
to Paola Sáez González, Universidad de Chile, for her project 
‘Phylogeny of the Telmatobius marmoratus species complex, a 
group of Andean amphibians of extreme heights’. Due to the low 
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Above: The rebranded LinnéSys Fund announced 41 awardees in 2020, 
including projects on savannah grasses in Madagascar (Top), and the 
distribution and taxonomy of landsnails in Western Ghats, India (Bottom) 
(Images: courtesy Botovao Auguste Ramiandrisoa and Amrut Bhosale)



oxygen pressure, high solar radiation and evaporation that exists 
in this ecosystem, these species have adapted to an exclusively 
aquatic life, with low vagility, and are interesting from the 
evolutionary point of view. The project objective was to study the 
species complex throughout its distribution, so specimens were 
collected from 46 localities between 13º–19ºS latitude. Results 
showed the existence of eight lineages: with those in the centre 
of the plateau and western slopes showing absence of reciprocal 
monophyly, reflecting a common past history. An unexpected 
result was that two of the eight lineages do not correspond to the  
marmoratus complex. These lineages are found only in Peru and 
could be new entities, so species delimitation analyses are now 
underway. This grant allowed Paola to obtain the sequences for 
the four genes included in this study. 

The Society presented three awards from its designated 
funds, which are made possible from specific bequests:

Appleyard Fund (awarded to individuals who are not in full-time 
employment as biologists): to Eve Hills MRes, presently a foster 
carer, towards the costs of a PhD and conservation project scoping 
study on what leopards eat, and to meet with the partners and 
visit potential field sites in Kenya—this is a collaboration between 
Brighton University, Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS), Dr Joseph Ogutu 
(University of Hohenheim, Stuttgart) and Dr Elena Chelysheva, 
founder of the Meru Cheetah Project. It is hoped that this work will 
contribute towards resolving human-wildlife conflict, enhancing 
leopard conservation, and will leave a legacy of pastoralist 
engagement with, and stewardship of, leopard populations. 

The Anne Sleep Award (awarded to young scholars to assist with 
biological research in the Middle or Far East): to Dr Seyyed Saeed 

Hosseinian Yousefkhani (Damghan University, Iran) for his project 
‘Ecological associations among morphology and microhabitat use in 
lizards of the genus Darevskia’, to cover costs of 20 days of fieldwork 
and subsequent micro-CT-scan photography, to elucidate questions 
relating to coevolution of form and function, the relationship 
between habitat preferences and morphological traits of these 
lizards.

Dennis Stanfield Memorial Fund (for research on tropical African 
plants): to Dr Alejandra Pascual-Garrido (University of Oxford), to 
conduct a pioneering investigation of the mechanical properties of 
the plants used by wild chimpanzees to manufacture tools to exploit 
termite mounds in west Tanzania, visiting two ecologically and 
geographically distinct habitats. This project involves collaboration 
between experts in biomechanics, botany and primatology from 
universities across different continents (US, UK and Africa), including 
Dr Frank Mbago of University of Dar es Salaam. This study will also 
help to highlight the importance of continuing to preserve culturally 
healthy wild chimpanzee populations, maintaining their ability to 
access the plants upon which their traditions depend. 

Increasing Impact & Open Access
Subject to attaining our goal of a sustainable future in our home in 
New Burlington House, and thus being able better to plan our use 
of available resources, the Society will strive to allocate even more 
funds to research grants, which will benefit our understanding of 
biodiversity and the impacts on it of climate change and human 
activity. The launch of our new fully Open Access journal of 
evolutionary biology is anticipated in 2021.
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The Society remains committed to enhancing the 
diversity and engagement of our Fellowship. Although 
the COVID-19 pandemic has prevented us from 
engaging in person, we have been pleased to receive 
your enthusiastic feedback on our virtual events—we 
will certainly be ensuring that all future events at NBH 
are live-streamed, to ensure that all our Fellows are 
able to be ‘in the room’. 

Celebrating the Fellowship
We applaud the fact that the contributions of our Fellows are 
recognised and celebrated by others, including:

• Sir David Attenborough HonMLS, was made Knight Grand Cross 
of the Distinguished Order of St Michael and St George (GCMG) in 
the Queen’s Honours List. 

• Professor Else Marie Friis FMLS, Emeritus Professor, Department 
of Palaeobiology, Swedish Museum of Natural History, and 
Department of Geoscience, University of Aarhus, has been 
elected a Foreign Member of the Royal Society. 

• Dr Elizabeth Rollinson was granted the Freedom of the City of 
London in February and is becoming a liveryman in the Worshipful 
Company of Gardeners. She has also been accepted as an 
Individual Member of the Parliamentary & Scientific Committee. 

• Dr Vaughan Southgate DL PPLS was recognised in the Queen’s 
Honours list, receiving an OBE for services to the community in 
Bedfordshire. 

• Dr Ray Williams was awarded a DSc by Brunel University for 
his 50 years of ‘amateur’ unaffiliated private research in Marine 
Zoology and Historiography of Biosciences.  

Membership Increase
Tatiana Franco, our Room Hire and Membership Assistant, 
continues to administer membership with meticulous care, with 
130 FLS newly-elected (110 paid-up) in 2020, bringing the total 
number of members to 3,014. There were 30 new Associates in 
2020, bringing the total to 91. We are delighted to see increasing 
numbers of Student Associates, with 59 becoming members in 
2020, bringing the total student members to 171. The Fellowship 
continues to have wide geographic spread around the globe, on all 
seven continents. 

In Remembrance
Sadly, a number of eminent FLS passed away during the year, 
in particular Professor Dame Georgina Mace DBE FRS, whose 
contributions to the Society as a Fellow and recently as a Trustee 
were characterised by their integrity, insightfulness and inspiration.  
The Right Honourable Lord May of Oxford, Professor Sir Robert 
(Bob) May FRS, former President of the Royal Society, was an 
eminent theoretical ecologist and previous Government Chief 
Scientific Advisor. Eve Williams was initially clerk and then long-
term volunteer at the Society, and is remembered for her sharp 
wit, distinctive laugh and sartorial style. Ray Desmond MBE served 
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on the Library Committee of the Linnean Society (1977–97), and 
was appointed as Librarian at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew in 
1961. In retirement he became Honorary Archivist of the Linnean 
Society (1986–96) and was then elected as a Fellow Honoris causa. 
We also lost Trevor James, former Editor of BSBI News, dedicated 
member of the Society’s Taxonomy & Systematics Committee 
and a great proponent for Citizen Science. He was awarded the 
National Biodiversity Network’s Gilbert White Award in 2018.

Raising our Game
We were delighted with the response we had to the membership 
survey we undertook during late 2020, and the results will be 
analysed anonymously in early 2021. We hope to gain insight 
into our membership demographic, what your perceptions of 
the Society are, and how we can support you more effectively, 
identifying the aspects of the Society on which we can expand 
or improve. We are introducing further benefits for memberss, 
including discounts on reprographics.  
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Through sponsorship and awarding medals, the 
Society acknowledges and encourages excellence 
in all aspects of the science of natural history, 
with particular emphasis on evolution, taxonomy, 
biodiversity conservation and sustainability. 

Categories
The Linnean Medal: For services to science
The Darwin-Wallace Medal: For major advances in evolutionary 
biology
The Bicentenary Medal: In recognition of the work of a biologist 
under 40 years of age
The John Spedan Lewis Medal: For a significant and innovative 
contribution to conservation in the UK
The Trail-Crisp Award: For an outstanding contribution to biological 
microscopy, published in the UK 
The H.H. Bloomer Award: Awarded to an amateur naturalist for an 
important contribution to biological knowledge
The Jill Smythies Award: A £1,000 prize to a botanical artist for 
outstanding diagnostic illustrations
The Irene Manton Prize: A £1,000 prize and work of art for the best 
doctoral thesis in botany in a UK university
The John C. Marsden Medal: A £1,000 prize for the best doctoral 
thesis in biology in a UK university
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Medal & Award Winners 2020

• Linnean Medal in the Field of Botany: Professor Juliet Brodie, 
Natural History Museum, London

• Linnean Medal in the Field of Zoology: Professor Ben Sheldon, 
University of Oxford

• Darwin-Wallace Medal: Professor Spencer Barrett, University of 
Toronto

• Bicentenary Medal: Professor Kayla King, University of Oxford
• Irene Manton Prize: Dr James Clark, University of Oxford
• John C. Marsden Medal: Dr Patrick Kennedy, University of Bristol
• H.H. Bloomer Award: Hans de Blauwe, Belgium
• Jill Smythies Award: Alice Tangerini, USA

(The John Spedan Lewis Medal and Trail-Crisp Award were not 
awarded in 2020.)

Medals and Awards are usually presented at the Society’s 
Anniversary Meeting in May, but unfortunately, due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, we were unable to celebrate with our 
winners during 2020. Citations are available on our website.

Top Row, Left to Right: Professor Ben Sheldon (Linnean Medal—Zoology); 
Professor Kayla King (Bicentenary Medal); Professor Spencer Barrett (Darwin-
Wallace Medal); Alice Tangerini (Jill Smythies Award); Bottom Row, Left to 
Right: Dr James Clark (Irene Manton Prize); Hans de Blauwe (H.H. Bloomer 
Award); Professor Juliet Brodie (Linnean Medal—Botany); Dr Patrick Kennedy 
(John C. Marsden Medal)
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2020 was a year of ‘behind the scenes’ projects. 
The Collections team, led by Head of Collections Dr 
Isabelle Charmantier, surmounted the difficulties 
of working from home (childcare, home schooling, 
internet issues, lack of access to the collections) 
to adapt successfully to new ways of working, 
proactively finding and achieving new projects, while 
continuing to provide vital services and supporting 
our Fellows. As a result, more cataloguing and 
metadata cleaning was done than in any other year.

Commonplace Books & Archives Updates
With physical access to our collections being restricted in 2020, we 
have been working hard to improve remote access via our online 
archive catalogue and Online Collections (www.linnean-online.
org). Led by Archivist Liz McGow with support from Assistant 
Archivist Luke Thorne, our archive catalogue has had two major 
updates, adding many new collections for researchers to explore. 
These include the correspondence collections of Lady Pleasance 
Smith (MS/314), Henry Prestoe (MS/320), E.M. Holmes (MS/235) 
and Nathaniel Winch (MS/321); 21 volumes of drawings of plants 
by J.R.G. Gwatkin (MS/411); two Commonplace books by Peter 
Collinson (MS/323a-b); papers of the Selborne Society (SS), and 
The Society for Promoting Natural History (SPNH); amongst many 
others. Thanks go out to our volunteers: Madeleine Shanks, Callum 

Hodson, Janette Ames, Judy Thompson and Laura Housden, who 
worked on some of these projects when onsite working was 
possible, and to David Pescod HonFLS, who continues to work 
remotely on our Presents Books using digitised files. 

Cleaning our Catalogue
One project that we were able to pursue remotely has been the 
improvement of our library metadata, and, under the keen eye 
of Librarian Will Beharrell, 2020 saw nearly 23,000 catalogue 
records reviewed, revised, or updated. In particular, we have 
worked to improve the keywords associated with our library book 
descriptions, through the implementation of uniform Library of 
Congress Subject Headings. The use of this controlled vocabulary 
will help researchers navigate the full breadth of our holdings, 
while making sure our data can be usefully exported to union 
catalogues around the world. We’re indebted to our volunteer, 
Sheila Meredith, for her help in revising nearly 2,200 entries from 
the library’s author index.

CRM 
The Fellowship has always been at the heart of the Linnean 
Society and in recent years we have seen a positive increase in 
its membership, welcoming new Fellows, Associates and Student 
Members from all over the world. In response to these changes,  
and led by Head of Finance Priya Nithianandan and Tatiana Franco, 
the Society started moving across to a new customer relationship 
management (CRM) system in 2020. The CRM system will help us 
work more efficiently, reach more people and improve our service, 
so our members can make the most of their Fellowship for many 
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years to come. Launching in 2021, Fellows will be able to update 
their details more easily so we can always stay connected, and as 
we continue to improve on our events (virtual and physical), we will 
be able to target our audiences better than ever before.

Conservation in Isolation
Conservation of the Society’s collections continued without too 
much disruption during 2020, as Conservator Janet Ashdown was 
able to work remotely in her home studio facilities. A number of 
books and manuscripts have been repaired and several bespoke 
archival boxes made.

Independent conservator, Naomi Mitamura, volunteered her time 
repairing books at Burlington House during the few weeks in 2020 
when restrictions were relaxed. She was also able to continue 
working from her private studio repairing books and documents as 
part of our AdoptLINN scheme. Two books repaired by Naomi and 
adopted by supporters in the USA were George Wolfgang Wendell’s 
Theoremata Medica (1662), adopted by Dr Gary Tigges in Texas, and 
the East India Company draft on vellum (1832), adopted by Judy 
Thompson in California.
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Top: The Collections team were busy in 2020, streamlining our library 
catalogue entries, improving metadata for our Online Collections and 
updating our archive catalogue with more material, including the 
correspondence of Lady Pleasance Smith; Bottom: Our AdoptLINN 
scheme flourished during the UK lockdown, with Linnaeus’ own 
copies of Ortus Sanitatis conserved, and George Wolfgang Wendell’s 
Theoremata Medica, pictured here before conservation



AdoptLINN in Lockdown
While the Society’s collections may have been closed to the public 
during the COVID-19 crisis, the continuing support we have received 
from our Fellows, Associate Members, and other friends has been 
hugely encouraging. The lockdown period has been a particularly 
productive one for AdoptLINN, our collections adoption scheme, 
with £4,234 raised in 2020. 

It was also gratifying to see past ‘adoptees’ returning from 
conservation. The return to the Society of our 1499 Ortus Sanitatis 
saw a volume completely transformed. Thanks are due to Tony 
Bish for his conservation work and David Goldsmith ALS for his 
financial support. (To see a full list of adoptees visit www.linnean.
org/adoptlinn.)

The Society is enormously grateful to all our AdoptLINN benefactors, 
particularly in such a trying year; their generosity will help conserve 
an array of precious-yet-vulnerable works for future study and 
enjoyment. 

Linnaean Correspondence
Metadata (data about information objects) is fundamental to library, 
archives, and museum collections, and having good and accurate 
metadata determines how well we can share our information 
objects with others. The Online Collections is one platform from 
which we share our rich resources of specimens, manuscripts, 
correspondence, and artwork. For various reasons, the information 
available for each collection type is not equal, and retroactively 
‘cleaning up’ and standardising the metadata across the collections 
features in our Collections Strategy. 

During this year of remote working, unable to engage directly with 
the collections, we seized the opportunity to start the metadata 
clean-up in earnest. One such unscheduled ‘lockdown project’, 
overseen by Digital Assets Manager Andrea Deneau, involved 
cleaning up the Linnaean Correspondence—a collection of over 
4,100 records. With the central goal being standardised metadata, 
these types of collections-focused projects will significantly enrich 
the Online Collections for researchers globally, paving the way for 
greater usability and collaborations. 

Linnaeus Link on Hold
Sadly, the 2020 Linnaeus Link Partners’ Meeting (due to take place 
in Belgium in May) was cancelled, but, undeterred, we reconvened 
in November for an online videoconference. Partners discussed 
new guidance for contributing libraries, and the ingest of journal 
articles. We hope to meet again—hopefully in person—in 2021.   

Brighter Days
Continuing into 2021, when onsite working may be once again 
possible, we will be focusing on some exciting projects, namely the 
cataloguing of our nature conservation archives, the digitisation of 
some of our artefact collections, and sorting through some of our 
journals. We have identified a number of ‘remote working’ projects, 
including ongoing cataloguing and metadata improvements. We 
plan to continue to explore our collections in new ways, with the 
help of our curators Glenn Benson, Oliver Crimmen, Suzanne Ryder 
and Dr Mark A. Spencer. We will also be investigating the links 
between slavery and past Linnean Society Fellows, and planning an 
event about indigenous artists, which will showcase artworks from 
our archives and library. 

14



Clockwise from Top Left: AdoptLINN had a productive year in 2020, with 
our 1499 edition of Ortus Sanitatis being conserved through the generosity 
of David Goldsmith ALS; In the summer, during the UK’s first lockdown, a 
thorough clean of the building’s rooms was organised, in order to welcome 
Fellows and visitors back post-pandemic; Our curators have told some 
amazing stories about our collections this year, with a podcast about our 
hercules beetles by Suzanne Ryder, and a video about the flax seeds in our 
carpological collection by Dr Mark A. Spencer (pictured)



As is the ongoing theme, 2020 supplied many 
obstacles which the Society’s team worked hard to 
overcome. Previous Events and Communications 
Manager Dr Leanne Melbourne left early in the 
year and was replaced by Padmaparna Ghosh, who 
hit the ground running by transferring our events 
programme online and working collaboratively with 
the team on other online resources and media.

Virtually Together
The sudden nature of the UK lockdown in March meant that, on 
the events front, the Society had to swiftly adapt to a more virtual 
arena. Moving our audiences and event booking processes weren’t 
without their teething problems, but by June we had transferred 
to the commonly-used online event marketplace Eventbrite, which 
considerably eased any issues. In the latter part of 2020 we also 
moved to the more efficient Zoom Webinar interface for all of our 
lectures. 

Due to improved accessibility, our events (once limited to those 
who could travel into London) have been streamed across the 
globe. We have received numerous emails from both Fellows and 
the general public extolling how included they feel now that they 
can attend an event as it is conducted. Organised and overseen 
by Padmaparna Ghosh, the Society’s events have covered varied 
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interests, from the history of setting up Afghanistan’s first national 
park, to patriarchy in natural history, to the natural history of a 
gin and tonic. We explored natural capital, and celebrated the 
important legacy of parson-naturalist Gilbert White. By year’s end, 
our real-time viewership expanded to 220+ for each talk, up to 
281 for the launch of our ‘book of treasures’, L: 50 Objects, Stories 
& Discoveries. Going forward, our aim is to make our Lunchtime 
Lectures virtual only, as attendance online has been much higher 
than when these events were held in Burlington House. 

Journey through our Collections
In 2020, a shorter format of podcast was adopted, allowing us to tell 
more stories in an accessible way, with our primary focus being on 
the Society’s collections. With 17 new podcasts released, devised 
and produced by Multimedia Content Producer Ross Ziegelmeier, 
our track list accumulated over 6,324 listens. 

Many podcasts featured our honorary curators, who revealed 
the stories behind their favourite items and topics, from Hercules 
beetles to slipper orchids. Library collection displays from the start 
of 2020, like ‘Linnaeus in Lapland’, were also explored. Peppered 
throughout the year were a selection of slightly longer podcasts 

Clockwise from Top Left: Dr Mark A. Spencer explored orchids and their trade 
in his Linnean podcast; Dr Alex Dehgan spoke early in the year about his work 
helping to create Afghanistan’s first national park, a habitat for the rare snow 
leopard; Within the Society’s holdings is the whaling diary of Frank Edwards, 
which his descendent Ruth Edwards and Mark Peter Simmonds OBE spoke 
about in our podcast series; Kew botanists Dr Mark Nesbitt and Kim Walker 
looked at the botanical, medical and sociological history of the gin and tonic
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that delved into special items from our collections including ‘F. 
Edwards: A Whaler’s Lesson Learnt in Time’ and ‘Linnaeus’ Private 
Collection’. We finished the year with the first podcast created in 
collaboration with our publisher OUP, entitled ‘Field Recording 
Archives—An Animal Soundscape’, which looked at the importance 
of field recordings in this age of extinction. 

The ‘Science’ of Social Distancing
This unusual year pushed all of the Society’s activities online, and 
Ross Ziegelmeier worked hard to create supporting content. Six 
videos delved into our collections, including specific tour videos 
allowing virtual visitors to engage while the Society was closed. 
Promotional videos for our new publication L: 50 Objects, Stories 
& Discoveries... looked into Charles Darwin’s methods of working; 
Ross led educational workshops on animal illustration online; and 
an Instagram story series on viruses was timely. 

The year also saw the beginning of a major ongoing collaboration 
with our publishers OUP, to produce varied content (animations 
and podcasts) based on papers from the Society’s world-class 
scientific journals (BioJ, BotJ and ZooJ). Videos featuring organisms 
such as mind-controlling wasps, pollen-carrying butterflies, blood 
flowers and hummingbirds all stemmed from journal papers—as 
well as a very apt animation about tuco tucos, ‘social distancing’ 
rodents. 

Global Connections
For the first time ever, we held our Anniversary Meeting virtually: 
although unable to celebrate in person with our medal winners, 

we were able to connect with many more FLS than usual—over 
200 FLS attended from more than 40 countries. In addition to 
approving the 2019 Annual Report and Accounts, Fellows passed a 
resolution to focus on the planetary emergency, and also elected 
53 new Fellows. 

Pulse & The Linnean: Virtual Ventures
Our publications covered 2020 on two fronts, by taking a closer 
look at items within our collections while the Society was closed, 
and by virtually venturing further afield while it was not possible 
otherwise.

In PuLSe, edited by Special Publications Manager Leonie Berwick, 
the miniature world of pygmy seahorses was brought to life by Dr 
Richard Smith FLS (www.oceanrealmimages.com), outlining recent 
discoveries like Hippocampus japapigu (Japan) and H. nalu (South 
Africa). Later in the year, the Eden Project North’s Richard Scott 
extolled the importance of wildflower gateways, particularly in 
times like these, and Professor Chris Rhodes FLS looked into the 
‘plastic problem’, including new threats introduced by nanoplastics.

In The Linnean, edited by Gina Douglas HonFLS, Dr Henry Noltie 
FLS explored Francis Buchanan Hamilton’s An Account of the Fishes 
Found in the River Ganges and its Branches (1822), Mandy Henshall 
celebrated the 20th anniversary of the National Biodiversity 
Network, and Katrin Böhme revealed the parallels between the 
Linnean Society and the Gesellschaft Naturforschender Freunde zu 
Berlin. Dr Graham Rowe FLS took a closer look at Linnean Society 
founder Sir James Edward Smith’s family and the portrait of Smith 
by Anna Louisa Lane found within our collections.
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Getting Vocal
Though working remotely, our team has been steadily developing 
new content in collaboration with our publisher OUP, and we will 
continue to work together throughout 2021 to create vivid scientific 
content. To further support this, Padmaparna has been creating 
short audiovisual social media campaigns to highlight significant 
papers in our journals. 

Going forward, the Society’s podcasts will also be presented 
by Padmaparna, giving them continuity in terms of voice and 
personality, which will be crucial for new content produced for 
Linnean Future—our committee dedicated to sustainability and 
highlighting the planetary emergency (see p. 32). 
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Top: One of many videos produced by Ross Ziegelmeier in 2020, this 
short animation looked at the the social interactions of the rodent, tuco 
tuco; Bottom: Dr Richard Smith’s article in PuLSe looked at the relatively 
short history of the study of pygmy seahorses, including this beautiful 
species, Hippocampus japapigu, less than 2 cm in length, described and 
photographed by Smith (© Richard Smith)



In 2020 we were thankful for (and in awe of) the 
teachers and young people that have taken active 
roles within our education and public engagement 
programmes during this tumultuous time. As we 
reflect on this tough year, we appreciate how central 
collaboration is to our way of working.

Online Adventures
From January to March, the education team enjoyed a handful 
of physical events, including our annual student conference 
(congratulations to Chawatat Thanoosing for his win), a variety of 
BioMedia Meltdown workshops, as well as public workshops in our 
Discovery Room.

The majority of 2020, however, involved adventures online! We 
pushed forward with a variety of virtual events, ranging from science 
festivals, celebration events, streamed workshops, video projects, 
mentoring and teacher CPD. One favourite, enthusiastically led by 
Education and Public Engagement Manager Joe Burton, was our 
collaboration with the Courtyard Societies to organise ‘Burlington 
House: Lunchtime Scientist’ for GCSE and A-Level students, which 
involved short talks with professionals from each Society.

Sharp Focus on Science, Art & Nature
2020 put the BioMedia Meltdown Project (BMM) to the test, 
requiring flexibility and innovation to keep our unique programme 
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afloat through a year of uncertainty. Despite multiple school 
closures and the rise of the virtual classroom, we still found 
teachers, librarians and parents eager to embrace an offer of 
quality interdisciplinary learning. Schools’ heroic efforts to continue 
educating through the crisis sharpened our focus on producing 
creative and accessible cross-curricular content, deepening 
teachers’ understanding of integrated learning and young peoples’ 
connection to the natural world. 

We were preparing for the previous cycle’s judging and celebration 
events in March when the first UK lockdown was announced. 
Recognising the need to move these online, more than 300 
shortlisted entries were formatted and displayed on social media, 
with 75 entries per week featured during the month of June. Eighty 
finalists were selected by the public, from which our prizewinners 
were chosen by a panel of art and science professionals. The 
resulting online celebration event and award ceremony was better 
attended than previous years’ live ceremonies.

With uncertainty about the possibility of physical workshops 
during the autumn term, BMM Manager Daryl Stenvoll-Wells 
took a two-pronged approach to this year’s cycle. ‘Courageous 
Conservationists’ introduced students to under-recognised 
biologists across the globe working to protect endangered species; 
it was delivered via live virtual sessions throughout the term. 

‘BioMedia Book Arts’ became our first sequential project, working 
with the same cohort of students over time. Over 420 Key Stage 
3 students in seven schools received materials kits, instructional 
videos and accompanying resources to complete ‘chapters’ of their 
own BioMedia Book, a combination sketchbook/nature journal 
to be completed in class or at home. The videos feature guest 
experts—mostly Linnean Fellows—introducing plant and animal 
families, with Daryl demonstrating related art activities for each 
unit. Nine video ‘chapters’ will be produced, and completed books 
will be eligible for awards and prizes at our next celebration event 
(summer 2021). 

Our Local Nature
The Society launched a new grant scheme for youth-led projects 
which aims to increase access to local natural spaces and 
encourage a deeper appreciation and understanding of nature. 
Eleven inspirational projects from across the UK have been selected 
for funding, and we can’t wait to watch them come into fruition 
in 2021. We must add our utmost thanks to our dedicated Youth 
Panel who were integral to the decision-making process: Oliwia 
Charowska, Rebecca Davies, Elisheeba Ijekhuemen, Ridhka Kakkar, 
Sathvika Krishnan, Ethan Mitchell-Innes and Theo Sandhu.

Stemettes
In August 2020, Joe Burton arranged for 14 members of the Society 
to take part in a short mentoring experience with several groups of 
young women across the country. The success of this event has led 
to an expansion of this initiative in 2021 by working with the charity 
Stemettes, to run a four-month mentoring programme for 20 

Top Left: BMM Manager Daryl Stenvoll-Wells leads a BioMedia Meltdown 
project workshop online for a class during the UK lockdown; Bottom 
Left: Our panel met virtually to decide on the 11 inspirational youth-led 
projects that have been selected for funding
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young women and non-binary people. We hope that this will be the 
beginning of an enduring connection with the Linnean Society from 
which young people can learn, and be inspired by, our esteemed 
Fellowship.

Portrait Competition: Sjupp
Every year we invite young people to create a new portrait to 
commemorate something connected to Carl Linnaeus or our 
collections. This year the subject was Linnaeus’ furry friend, Sjupp 
the raccoon, given to him by the Crown Prince of Sweden. We 
crowned four global winners who received certificates and prizes:

Emily, 7, Edinburgh, Scotland (Age 5–7 category)

Imogen, 11, Cambridge, England (Age 8–11 category)

Carys, 12, Massachusetts, USA (Age 12–14 category)

Saanvi, 15, Uttar Pradesh, India (Age 15–18 category)

History Day
In what has been a rather isolated time for many, online conferences 
and events have been a lifeline for scholars and students alike. 
History Day, run by the Institute of Historical Studies, was one 
such event to make the move online, and provided a valuable 
opportunity for Will Beharrell, Liz McGow, and Andrea Deneau to 
showcase some treasured items from our collections. 

With some element of social distancing set to continue into the 
future, we hope History Day may set a template for further events 
and exhibitions online.  

Virtual Tours
In the first two months of 2020, the Collections team (led by Dr 
Isabelle Charmantier) incredibly gave 18 tours to the general public 
and to humanities students of King’s College London, UCL, and 
Queen Mary. In each case, the Discovery Room was used by their 
tutors to hold an hour’s seminar before the tour. This wonderful 
connection with tutors teaching history of science, Nordic 
Landscapes, and 18th-century studies began in 2019 and has been 
encouraging in its success. This year, the tutors made particular use 
of the exhibition on ‘Linnaeus in Lapland’ in the Library.

Unfortunately, tours came to an abrupt halt in March. In mid-August, 
during limited socially-distanced visits to Burlington House, we took 
steps to organise online virtual tours. Ross Ziegelmeier filmed three 
videos with the Collections team (a general collections tour, and 
two shorter ‘extras’ on rare books and the archives), which were 
trialled later in the year. The first half of 2021 will see these virtual 
tours available to the general public on a monthly basis.

Connecting through Conferences
Some summer conferences that Society team members were to 
attend were rescheduled to to become virtual ones in the autumn. 
Head of Collections Dr Isabelle Charmantier gave the following 
papers: a talk on Linnaeus for the Hitchin U3A (Hertfordshire); 
a paper on ‘The Lost Artists of British Enlightenment Natural 
History’ at the NatSCA conference on ‘Decolonising Natural Science 
Collections’; participation in the roundtable on ‘Semantics and 
Beyond: Modeling and enriching longue-durée biocultural data for 
answering interdisciplinary and epistemic research questions’, at 
the ‘Collect and Connect’ international conference. 
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Looking Ahead
We are excited to expand our portfolio of interdisciplinary learning 
through exciting collaborative projects with the National Literacy 
Trust (Science Writers) and Lancaster University (Science Hunters). 
2021 will also offer new opportunities for the Society’s members 
to engage with and inspire future naturalists through bespoke 
mentoring experiences.

Members and the general public will also be able to register for 
the monthly virtual Treasures Tours, as well as more tailored virtual 
tours of the collections for university groups and local associations. 
The Collections team will continue to participate in heritage and 
history of science conferences, to both share and incite new 
research about our collections.
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Top: The winners of our ‘Sjupp’ portrait competition—Carys, USA, 12–14 
category (Left), Saanvi, India, 15–18 category (Right); Bottom: Archivist 
Liz McGow shows viewers the beautiful Buchanan Hamilton drawings 
from Nepal for our Virtual Tours, put together with the rest of the 
Collections team



 ”“ 7,000

Shortlisted 
entries for the 

BioMedia 
Meltdown 
Competition

95
12,400

Social 
Stats

300

2,473

6,533
1,831

Many thanks (…) for a really spectacular and 
fascinating tour of the Linnean Society, especially 

that Holy of Holies—the remarkable Linnaeus vault. I 
have been in many archives and collections over the 

years and I can’t think of one that I enjoyed more! 
WHAT A TREASURE.

People reached through 18 
Linnean Learning

events

1,119

New listens of 
PODCASTS



Page requests for 
the SO

CIETY’S 
CO

LLECTIO
N

S O
N

LIN
E

41Projects in 19 countries 
supported through the 
LinnéSys Fund

£4,234 

Scientific lectures  
&

 m
eetings 

in-house (until M
arch) &

 online
111,374

Views of Linnean Society  
videos on YouTube

85,000

library catalogue 
records revised & 
updated

Money raised 
through our 
AdoptLINN  
adoption &  
conservation scheme 26

300

Visits to the 
Linnean Learning 
pages on our website

98,000

23,000
People reached through 
library-led outreach 
events

569



Connecting our Fellows and the public to our Collec-
tions has always been important; the Collections are 
what makes our Society so unique. So, through blogs, 
social media, and a very special book, we worked 
hard to find ways to uphold this essential connection 
during a rather disconnected year. 

War, Peace and Daring Journeys
Without the medium of displays and exhibitions, we produced 
an increased number of blogs to keep our Fellows informed and 
engaged with our Collections. Blogs were written to promote newly 
catalogued archive collections (The Society for Promoting Natural 
History, as well as the collections of Peter Collinson, and Francis 
Buchanan-Hamilton), to share research (Metal and Memories, 
which looked at WW2 shrapnel found amongst our artefacts, and 
Adventurous Fellows, exploring the daring journeys of Fellows like 
Sir Charles Wyville Thomson on the Challenger Expedition), and 
to reflect on current events through the lens of the past (blogs 
on the Linnean Society during World War II, and Black Lives in our 
Collections). ‘Treasure of the Month’, a new feature appearing in 
Linnean News, was also added to the website. In total, 26 blogs and 
news updates were produced in 2020.

Social Media Climbing
Our Twitter following has expanded enormously—growing from 
9,949 in January 2020 to 11,800 by the end of the year, an increase 

of 18.6%. Our Instagram audience has grown as well, from 1,474 
in January 2020 to 2,301 in December 2020—a pleasing increase 
of 56%. We have been showcasing our Collections through stories 
and images, and in collaboration with other institutions through 
campaigns such as #collectionsunited and #archivesexplored. 
Social media posts that straddle the intersection of curious objects, 
hidden histories, learning tools, quirky personalities and humour 
are the best received—for instance, our story series on Advent 
Sundays, our video of bromeliads and our posts on Mary Anning. 

L: 50 Objects, Stories & Discoveries
Two years in the making, 2020 saw the publication of our ‘little book 
of treasures’, L: 50 Objects, Stories & Discoveries from the Linnean 
Society of London. Compiled and edited by Head of Collections 
Dr Isabelle Charmantier and Special Publications Manager Leonie 
Berwick, L: 50 was devised as a compendium of some of the Society’s 
best-known and lesser-known artefacts, manuscripts, books and 
specimens for Fellows and visitors to purchase as a reminder of their 
visit to the Society. Each item appears chronologically (to offer an 
overview of both the Society and the study of natural history over 
the centuries), and has a fascinating story, as told by our curators, 
Fellows, researchers and staff. A sturdy, full-colour paperback at 
124 pages with 37 superb contributors, it is packed with original 
photography of some beautiful, unique and poignant items.

After delaying the launch of the book earlier in 2020 due to obvious 
reasons, we decided to work towards launching it in November 
instead. Isabelle and Leonie, together with Padmaparna Ghosh 
(and including promotional support from Ross Ziegelmeier and 
merchandising support from Helen Shaw), organised the virtual 
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launch in a way that offered bite-sized introductions to several 
items from the book. We were grateful to our speakers for their 
fantastic ‘mini talks’: Glenn Benson FLS, Ranit Bhuyan FLS, Elaine 
Charwat FLS, Stephanie Holt FLS, Dr David Lowther FLS and Dr Mark 
A. Spencer FLS, as well as to Council member Dr Olwen Grace and 
President Dr Sandra Knapp for opening and closing the launch. The 
feedback from the event was fantastic, with a record 281 people 
joining us online. At £12 per copy, we hope you have managed to 
purchase yours. 

Exhibitions
Our Library usually puts on two or three displays per year. 2020 
began with a wonderful display on ‘Linnaeus in Lapland’ which 
unfortunately had to be dismantled in mid-March. The Linnean 
Society also had external loans to four organisations in the pipeline 
for 2020, but as exhibitions were postponed, only one materialised: 
three books were lent to the Camden Arts Centre in London for 
‘The Botanical Mind’ exhibition, which ran from September to 
December. The books included Anna Atkins’s Photographs of British 
Algae (vol. 1, 1843), Ernst Haeckel’s Kuntsformen der Natur (1899) 
and the 1511 edition of Ortus Sanitatis.
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Top Left: Conservator Janet Ashdown helped setup the Society’s loans to 
the Camden Arts Centre for their exhibition ‘The Botanical Mind’; Bottom 
Left: The team lined up themed, collections-based tweets for every day 
of the #archivesexplored campaign, including one about this flyer inviting 
visitors to see a ‘mermaid’ or ‘sea woman’ from Bengal



Curator of Artefacts Glenn Benson wrote several 
fascinating blogs for the Society throughout the year. 
His series on ‘Adventurous Fellows’ looked at different 
types of investigation, through the lens of our artefacts, 
still giving us the chance to explore when we couldn’t 
physically do so.

One such tale was revealed through a relatively unassuming medal 
in the Society’s holdings. It was the story of one of the greatest 
adventures ever undertaken by any Fellow, and in our case, 
actually pertains to two. Sir Charles Wyville Thomson FLS (1830–
82, Below Right) had led the civilian scientific team on board the 
HMS Challenger, on what would become known as the Challenger 
Expedition (1872–76). The expedition measured the depths of the 
oceans, and in the process, discovered and described over 4,000 
new species.

Around 100 scientists were involved in examining 
the findings, and a series of reports on the expe-
dition were written, filling 50 volumes as ‘thick 
as a family bible’. One of these scientists, 
and the recipient of our 
medal, was marine 
biologist Walter Percy 
Sladen FLS (1849–1900, 
Immediate Right), for his 
work on the Asteroidea 
(Starfish) found during 
the expedition, a task that 
took him nearly a decade to 
complete.
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Clockwise from above: 2020 saw the publication of our ‘little book of 
treasures’, L: 50 Objects, Stories & Discoveries from the Linnean Society 
of London, including; Thomas Hardwicke’s red panda, possibly the first 
European illustration of the species; Edward Lear’s beautiful scarlet 
macaw; William Roxburgh’s silk moth illustrations, sent to the Society in 
the hope of developing a local silk trade



The Black Lives Matter movement in the summer 
of 2020, demanding the uprooting of systemic 
racism, encouraged us to consolidate and step up 
our endeavours to make the Society as diverse and 
inclusive as we can. This affects all our activities, 
from organising events, to membership, and to 
cataloguing and promoting our collections. 

Diversity Matters
In early September, we held our first diversity and inclusion panel 
discussion, which included members of the Society’s council, 
staff and five external speakers from varying backgrounds and 
experiences: Kevin Coutinho, Prem Gill, Dr Leanne Melbourne, 
Professor Robert Mokaya, Dr Howard Nelson, Lateesha Osbourne 
and Dr Craig Poku. This panel was the first step towards 
strengthening and implementing the Society’s vision and mission 
to represent our diverse society in every way possible, and 
as such was open to all Fellows to attend. This stakeholders’ 
consultation was, at its core, an opportunity to learn, but resulted 
in a brainstorming session that is leading us to evidence-based 
diversity and inclusion initiatives. 

There were compelling and revealing discussions on the systemic 
barriers in STEM education, and what can be done to lower or 
remove those barriers. The panel and attendees looked at whether 
targeted funding was the answer to improved access to higher 

education, and relayed the possibilities within 
collaborative initiatives. Most importantly, 
the event looked at how the Society can use 
its resources (including its staff expertise, 

membership and collections), to the best advantage of under-
represented groups. We will continue this throughout 2021 and 
beyond.

Unsung Scientists and Changing Perceptions
In June, Forbes Online featured an article on the BioMedia 
Meltdown project which shared information on the Society’s 
flagship education programme with an international audience. 
Science writer Eva Amsen interviewed BMM Manager Daryl 
Stenvoll-Wells for the piece, ‘London School Children Celebrate 
Unsung Scientists and Biology Through Art’. It highlighted the 
project’s goals of reaching underserved communities and making 
life sciences more accessible through visual art. ‘It is about 
changing long-term attitudes and perceptions about who becomes 
a scientist and who is recognized for their work.’

Decolonising Collections
Historians and heritage practitioners are assimilating the wave of 
events that, in the last few decades, have endeavoured to make our 
society more diverse and inclusive, from feminism, to LGBT+, and 
Black Lives Matter. A blog on ‘Black Lives Matter in our Collections’ 
reflected the summer’s events and the ensuing readjustment to 
curating collections, acknowledging the rarely recognised but 
crucial role of black, indigenous and other minority-ethnic people in 
our understanding of natural history. Two further blogs dealt with 
the question of race: a long piece explored the role of Linnaeus’ 
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classification of man as the foundation of scientific racism; another, 
written for Black History Month, focused on Amelia Newsham, an 
albino girl who piqued the curiosity of 18th-century naturalists, 
including Linnaeus himself. 

Dr Isabelle Charmantier was able to share research in this field 
and present a paper on the ‘Lost Artists of British Enlightenment 
Natural History’ at the conference ‘Decolonising Natural Science 

Collections’, organised by Natural Sciences Collections Association 
(NATSCA) in November 2020. Pursuing these avenues of research 
in the future, both with our own collections and by collaborating 
further with other organisations, will be vital in allowing these 
hidden lives to be uncovered, and for their stories to be celebrated 
at last.

Membership Survey
In the latter part of the year a survey was conducted in 2020 to  
gather information about our membership’s perspective and 
engagement with the Society, as well as demographic data. Together, 
this information will enable us to understand the lived experiences 
of our membership and whether this impacts engagement with 
the Society’s activities, and how we can support and engage more 
effectively with our members. A full analysis of the 838 responses 
we received will be available in 2021, but we are already aware of 
the need for a value-added membership proposition, especially to 
attract younger and more diverse members.

Picture This
It would be easy to assume that women have played only a small 
part in the Linnean Society’s history and achievements, so rare 
are their portraits throughout our premises at Burlington House. 
To redress this imbalance, the Library now showcases black and 
white photographic portraits of 10 early female Fellows, including 
Marian Farquharson, Grace Frankland and Dr Margaret Benson. 
Unfortunately, the exhibition was put up the week we closed to the 
public. But the women are here to stay, and will welcome Fellows 
and visitors back into the Library when we reopen.
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Above Left: A student’s portrait celebrating ‘Unsung Scientist’ Thomas 
Wyatt Turner, the first African American to receive a PhD in Botany, for 
BioMedia Meltdown; Above Right: Dr Isabelle Charmantier presented a 
paper on ‘lost artists’ within natural history collections, using Antiguan 
John Tyley’s botanical illustrations as an example



The perfect storm of the planetary emergency of  
climate change, biodiversity loss and the unpredicta-
bility of disease emergence has profoundly changed 
our lives. The Trustees resolved to use the Society’s 
platform to highlight and facilitate transformative 
action by addressing the impacts of the planetary 
emergency on our natural world, and by furthering 
our vision of a world where nature is understood, 
valued and protected.

Planetary Emergency Group: Linnean Future
In response to the current planetary emergency, the Society has 
formed a new committee, named by our Fellows as ‘Linnean Future: 
The Planetary Emergency Response Committee of the Linnean 
Society’. Work began in 2020, and this initiative was formally 
launched in March 2021.

Linnean Future has four core areas of work: 

 Þ Practising what we preach: Improving the sustainability of   
 ways of working in the Linnean Society.

 Þ Research in action: Supporting collaboration and research   
 that address the planetary emergency.

 Þ Sharing our expertise: Ensuring the Society acts as a forum   
 and focus for scientific debate, practical discussion, and   

 policy advice regarding biodiversity and climate change at   
 a national and a global scale.  

 Þ Inspiring action: Engaging and involving the public in debate   
 and learning.

Although already taking actions to improve sustainable practices 
over the past few years, the Society has formalised this intention in 
a Carbon Action Plan, formulated throughout 2020, and launched in 
January 2021. The Carbon Action Plan includes a bespoke Carbon 
Footprint Calculator, innovatively created by Office and Buildings 
Manager Helen Shaw and Committee member John Box, which 
uses a variety of activity data to calculate the carbon emissions 
generated by the Society from 2018 to present. The Society will 
seek to reduce its emissions by at least 25 tonnes/year or more by 
2030, to review the carbon emissions annually, and all unavoidable 
carbon emissions will be offset using a set of agreed offsetting 
principles from 2022. 

As part of Linnean Future’s work, a webpage has been developed to 
be a hub for sharing the work of the Linnean Society and its Fellows 
regarding the planetary emergency (www.linnean.org/lf).

Refined Disaster Plan
2020 seemed to be the ideal year to tackle our Disaster Plan, which 
needed reviewing in line with the Collections Strategy. With help 
from staff and curators, Head of Collections Isabelle Charmantier 
devised a new Disaster Plan, which has been reviewed and approved 
by the Society’s Collections Committee. The new plan is both more 
detailed and effective, encompassing five key areas of prevention, 
preparedness, reaction, recovery, and salvage, thus making the 
Society more resilient as a whole. The plan includes the safeguarding 

Linnean Future
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of our valuable collections as well as the building, environmental 
and communication systems, and is therefore highly valuable to 
other future Society projects. Staff training and drills on this system 
will take place once activities in Burlington House resume, with staff 
already completing salvage training virtually in December 2020. 

Improved Practice, Better Society
Driven by investigations made by Office and Buildings Manager 
Helen Shaw, the Society has been working hard towards making 
Burlington House more environmentally friendly, by:

Changing suppliers: In summer 2020, the Society completed a 
building deep clean, choosing a green, ethical cleaning company 
that shares our values. The company uses non-harmful products 
and ethically supports its employees. The Society is also looking 
at changing suppliers for gas and electricity to a company that 
supports renewable energy sources, which will likely have a large 
impact on our carbon emissions. Other suppliers being examined 
for their suitability include stationery and courier services. 

Altering processes: In 2018, the Society replaced its publication 
wrapping from plastic to sustainably sourced biofilm. In the same 
year, we also stopped the use of single use plastic bottles in our room 
hire catering. This has saved an average of 220 bottles going to landfill 
every year since. We have also provided additional recycling facilities 
on site, including specialist coffee cup recycling in 2019. The year 
2020 came with many challenges, but it has helped reduce paper 
printing at BH. We hope to see a similar trend in our membership 
administration with the launch of our new CRM system in 2021. 

Upgrading technology: The Society replaced its old boiler in 
September 2019, and we have since seen a dramatic reduction 

in our gas consumption: from 33,765 kWh in 2018 to 19,620 kWh 
in 2019, and down to 18,893 kWh in 2020. We are also looking to 
analyse and upgrade IT equipment and other items of plant, as they 
reach their end of life. 

Improved reporting: Details of the results from our Carbon 
Footprint Calculator can be found on the Linnean Future webpage, 
which is publicly available and will be regularly updated.

Linnean Society Carbon Footprint

The emissions are separated into three scopes:

Scope 1: Direct emissions of CO2 (kg) annually from fuel combustion. 

Scope 2: Indirect emissions of CO2 (kg) annually from purchased electricity. 

Scope 3: Other indirect emissions of CO2 (kg) annually: for example, transport-
related activities in non-owned vehicles, national grid transmission and 
distribution, outsourced activities, water, waste disposal. 
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2020 was a positive year for the Society’s finances, 
notwithstanding the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Our income was ahead of last year (£2,304,914; 2019: 
£2,102,109), although it would have fallen slightly without 
some generous bequests. Expenditure was in line with 
2019 (£1,546,936; 2019: £1,577,506), but some projects 
had to be postponed and other activities curtailed as a 
result of restrictions due to the pandemic, which has led 
to an increased surplus this year.

Overall, our surplus of income over expenditure in 2020 
was £757,978 (2019: £524,603). This was enhanced by 
a modest gain on our investments of £71,563 (2019: 
£460,847). The Society has therefore been able to 
increase its unrestricted funds in 2020 to £5,222,995  
(2019: £4,426,786). We continue to try to strike a balance 
between the active use of funds for our charitable 
purposes and ensuring a sustainable financial position 
in light of the uncertain economic environment and the 
potential for future rent increases at Burlington House.

Income
As usual, the bulk our income came from our scientific research 
journals, which increased by 3.5% in 2020 to £1,807,830 (2019: 
£1,747,209). We are deeply indebted to our editors, contributors 

and our publisher, Oxford University Press, for their excellent 
work on behalf of the Society. All of our other operational income 
sources were impacted by the pandemic and fell during the year. 
The membership of the Society now stands at 3,014 compared with 
2,921 at the end of 2019, although membership contributions fell 
slightly to £149,557 (2019: £152,012) reflecting the deferral of dues 
from Fellows who were financially affected by the pandemic. Income 
from other trading activities, including room hire and catering, was 
significantly reduced by the lockdowns to £8,703 (2019: £57,013). 

During the year the Society adopted an ethical investment policy 
with the objective of enhancing the value of our capital and income 
on a long-term basis through investment in well-managed companies 
that are ethically, environmentally and socially responsible. Lower 
dividends across the market meant our total investment income fell 
to £86,370 (2019: £109,438). Grants, donations and legacies play an 
important role in funding our charitable activities and we are most 
grateful to all those donors who have supported the Society during 
the year. In particular, we received generous bequests from the 
estate of Mr Campbell Smith of £192,552 and from the estate of Mr 
Robert Ward-Howlett of £36,000. The AdoptLINN Programme raised 
£4,234 to support the conservation of books and other important 
items in our collections. These and other donations enabled us to 
replace the income lost to coronavirus and show a modest overall 
increase over 2019.

Expenditure 
Once again, over 99% of the Society’s expenditure was used to 
support its charitable objectives in 2020, with only £11,443 spent 
on managing investments to raise funds. Our total expenditure on 
charitable activities was £1,535,493 (2019: £1,566,191). The many 
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activities of the Society in safeguarding and promoting our heritage 
collections, advancing scientific knowledge and understanding, and 
engaging the public and educational outreach, are highlighted within 
the pages of this Annual Review. These activities, and their costs, 
are detailed in the Annual Report and Accounts 2020, available on 
the Society’s website. Of particular note were the contribution of 
up to £45,796 over three years to the Science Hunters project with 
Lancaster University and the ‘Our Local Nature’ grant of £5,998 to 
support youth-led projects aiming to increase access to local natural 
spaces and encourage a deeper appreciation and understanding 
of nature. Expenditure on direct salaries and National Insurance 
for staff was steady at £617,042 (2019: £612,748). Rent, and other 
charges by our Landlord, the Ministry of Housing, Communities 
and Local Government, amounted to £201,961 (2019: £180,537). 
Significant uncertainty remains over future rental costs with no 
resolution of the current situation. 

Reserves 
The Society’s reserves are split between Permanent Endowments 
(£782,572), Restricted Funds (£2,330,118, including heritage assets 
of £1,500,000 that cannot be monetised) and Unrestricted Funds of 
£5,222,995. Within Unrestricted Funds,the Society holds designated 
reserves to reflect funds to be spent on fixed assets and earmarked 
for planned future expenditure. £1,981,271 (2019: £1,772,538) has 
been set aside in designated funds to cover future expenditure 
associated with the Society’s buildings and other financial liabilities, 
including that associated with the lease. Encouragingly, the General 
Reserve Fund now stands at £3,241,724 (2019: £2,654,248). The 
Trustees consider the current balance reasonable in the context 
of budgeted costs and uncertainty over continued occupation of 
Burlington House.  

Acknowledgements
The Trustees of the Society extend their gratitude to the Officers 
and Staff, especially in view of all they have had to endure in 2020. 
Their commitment in difficult circumstances has been outstanding. 
In particular, Mark Watson, who stepped down as Treasurer during 
the year, and Priya Nithianandan, our Head of Finance, are thanked 
for their careful oversight of the Society’s financial activities.



Income

Grants, 
Donations  
& Legacies

Other Trading 
Activities

Investments Charitable 
ActivitiesTOTAL 

INCOME

£2.3M

Raising Funds

Safeguarding 
& Promoting 

Heritage

Engaging the 
Public  

& Educational 
Outreach

Advancing 
Scientific 

Knowledge & 
Understanding

Expenditure

TOTAL 
EXPENDITURE

£1.5M

36

Summarised Statement of 
Financial Activities (SOFA)

2020 2019

£ £

Income from

Grants, Donations and Legacies 244,981 20,416

Charitable Activities

Members’ Contributions 149,557 152,012 

Safeguarding & Promoting      
our Heritage Collections

6,055 7,542

Advancing Scientific Knowledge 
& Understanding

1,809,248 1,755,688

Investments 86,370 109,438

Other Trading Activities 8,703 57,013

Total Income 2,304,914 2,102,109 

Expenditure on

Charitable Activities

Safeguarding & Promoting      
our Heritage Collections

608,275 610,458  

Advancing Scientific Knowledge 
& Understanding

684,534 705,630  

Engaging the public & 
educational outreach

242,684 250,103

Raising funds 11,443 11,315 

Total Expenditure 1,546,936  1,577,506



The Society’s Summarised Statement of Financial Activities (SOFA) and 
Balance Sheet are presented here in a simplified format designed to 
give an overview of the Society’s financial situation. These reconcile 
with the full financial accounts, which were prepared to conform to 
the Statements of Recommended Practice (SORP – FRS 102). The full 
financial accounts, and a more detailed Financial Review, are included in 
the Society’s Annual Report and Accounts 2020. The Annual Report and 
Accounts 2020 can be downloaded from the Society’s website (www.
linnean.org/annualreport), and a paper copy can be supplied upon 
written request to the Head of Finance.
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SOFA Cont’d 2020 2019

£ £

Surplus (Deficit) for the Year 

Surplus (Deficit) before Gains 
(Losses) on Investments

757,978 524,603

Gains (Losses) on Investments 71,563 460,847

Surplus (Deficit) 829,541 985,450

Summarised Balance Sheet
Fixed Assets

Heritage Assets 1,561,950 1,561,950 

Tangible Fixed Assets 761,271 802,538

Investments at Market Value 4,034,297 3,903,741

Total Fixed Assets 6,357,527 6,268,229 

Current Assets

Debtors 489,834 419,596

Short Term Deposits 1,631,399 1,201,517

Cash at Bank and in Hand 1,807,468 1,655,828

Total Current Assets 3,928,701 3,276,941  

Balance Sheet Cont’d 2020 2019

£ £

Other Liabilities

Creditors due within one year (1,719,906) (1,797,965)

Creditors due after one year (230,628) (241,061)

Net Assets 8,335,685 7,506,144 

Funds

Endowment Funds 782,572 768,427

Restricted Funds 2,330,118 2,310,931 

Unrestricted Funds 5,222,995 4,426,786 

Total Funds 8,335,685 7,506,144   



Clockwise from Top Left: An animation about bromeliad pollinators was based on 
a paper published in our Botanical Journal; Luciana Pereira da Silva is studying the 
phylogeny of the Cyperaceae, supported by the LinnéSys Fund; Two young scientists 
explore the Linnaeus at Home activity book; Engagement Research and Delivery 
Officer Zia Forrai at the ASE Conference in early 2020; Fieldwork project ‘Phylogeny 
of the Telmatobius marmoratus species complex’ (an amphibian species in the 
Andes), led by Paola Saez González, won the David Attenborough Award; LinnéSys 
Fund project grant awardee Dr Roksana Majewska holding a juvenile green turtle 
Chelonia mydas in front of the Bhanga Marine Station, Kosi Bay, South Africa
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Public Benefit Strategic Plan 2021–25
The Strategic Planning process was initiated in 2020 and will be 
completed in 2021, following the appointment of the new CEO. The 
first part of the process involved a membership survey, which was 
undertaken in late 2020. This will be followed in 2021 by an ex-
tensive stakeholder survey, together with SWOT (Strengths, Weak-
nesses, Opportunities, Threats) and PESTEL (Political, Economic, 
Social, Technological, Environmental, Legal) analyses, before a 
brainstorming session with staff, Council, committees and other 
stakeholders to hone the strategic plan for 2021–2025. The Society 
has already refreshed its strapline, vision, mission and values, as 
shown here:

The Linnean Society contributes to scientific, cultural, economic 
and social well-being nationally and internationally through 
a broad programme of activities. Our unique ACE-designated 
biological collections and historical resources—and our strong 
focus on biodiversity conservation and sustainability, and science 
outreach—support the care and understanding of our planet. 
The Society’s key contributions to public benefit are:

• Safeguarding and promoting the Society’s heritage collections, 
through cataloguing, conservation and digitisation, improving 
access to primary information, making collections freely available 
to view online.

• Advancing and disseminating knowledge through three world-class 
research journals, and providing support and recognition through 
grant schemes and awards to emerging scientists and naturalists.

• Engaging the public through regular tours of the collections, 
conferences and free monthly public lectures, while our educational 
programme, which fuses science, history and art, reaches out to 
students of all ages and backgrounds, providing free resources in 
schools, in Burlington House and online.

The Society’s activities contribute to the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) through support for the 
natural world, and through unique resources that illuminate 
environmental and social change. The Society connects academia 
with a diverse public, informing UK government policy and 
promoting the international profile of the UK as a pre-eminent 
international hub for expertise about the natural world. 

Communicating nature since 1788
Vision: A world where nature is understood, valued and protected.

Mission: To inform, involve and inspire people of all ages and 
backgrounds about nature and its significance through our collections, 
programmes and publications. 

Values:
• We are a diverse community of people united by an active   
 interest in nature, its management and conservation. 
• We aim for excellence and integrity in all areas of our activity.
• We use our income and other finances to fulfil our charitable   
 function and declared mission.
• We promote our science to all sectors of society.
• We value diversity and seek to broaden the inclusion of   
 currently under-represented groups. 
• We are an expert voice concerning relevant major issues and   
 challenges of our time. 
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Committee Membership
The Executive Secretary and Strategic Planning Officer, as well as  
The Officers (), are ex officio (e.o.) members of all Committees.

Our Committee members are drawn from a wide variety of institutions.

Editorial Committee
Professor Mark Chase FRS, the Editorial Secretary (Chair)
The Editors (e.o.) & editorial staff
Representatives from the publisher, OUP
Dr Rebecca A. Farley-Brown, FSC 

Finance Committee
Edward Banks, the Treasurer (Chair)
Head of Finance (e.o.)
Giles Coode-Adams
Dr Charlotte Grezo
Edward Hoare

Professor Gren Lucas OBE
N. Keith Maybury (resigned 2020)

Collections Committee
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Susan Gove
Andrea Hart
Dr D.J. Nicholas Hind
Tom Kennett
Debbie Lane
Chris Mills
Dr Richard Preece
Dr Anke Timmermann
Dr Mark Watson 

Curators 
Fish, Shells & General Zoology  Oliver Crimmen 
Insects    Suzanne Ryder 
Plants    Dr Mark A. Spencer 
Artefacts   Glenn Benson

 

Editors
Biological Journal  Professor John A. Allen 
Botanical Journal  Professor Mike Fay 
Zoological Journal  Dr Maarten Christenhusz
Evolutionary Journal  Dr Steven Dodsworth
Synopses Series   Dr John Crothers & Dr Peter J. Hayward 
The Linnean   Gina Douglas
PuLSe    Leonie Berwick
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Programmes Committee
Professor Alan Hildrew, Scientific Secretary (Chair)
Events & Communications Manager (e.o.)
Education & Public Engagement Manager (e.o.)
Head of Collections (e.o.)
Professor Jeff Duckett
Dr Leanne Melbourne

Education & Public Engagement Committee
Professor Simon Hiscock, Scientific Secretary (Chair)
Education & Public Engagement, and Library & Collections staff

Lyn Baber
Charlotte Coales
Professor David Cutler PPLS 
(resigned Feb 2020)
Michael Holland

Linnean Future: The Planetary Emergency 
Response Committee  
(Expansion of the Taxonomy & Systematics Committee)

Stephanie Holt (Chair)
Events & Communications Manager (e.o.)
Office & Buildings Manager (e.o.)
Dr Andy Purvis 
Dr John Box
Other Fellows TBC following formal launch of this Committee in  
March 2021.

Susie Kelpie 
Geoff Lockwood
Jonathan Mitchley
Professor Dawn Sanders
Jane Taylor



“Never doubt that a small 
group of thoughtful, commit-
ted citizens can change the 
world; indeed, it’s the only 
thing that ever has.”

—Margaret Mead (1901–78)

Little did I anticipate that, when drafting 
this same piece for last year’s Annual 
Review, we would still be in the grips of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Forward plan-
ning for 2021 is difficult, but the Society 
will continue to exploit the opportuni-
ties of the virtual world—especially the 

ability to connect with Fel-
lows and others across 

time zones. Once 
back in Burling-

ton House (BH), 
we plan to live-
stream all our 
events—and 
will of course 
be able to 

live-stream speakers from around the 
globe into BH.

As part of implementing the governance 
review recommendations, we will be 
welcoming a new CEO in 2021 and 
completing the strategic review we 
commenced in 2020, which included 
the membership survey—thank you to 
all who participated. Developing our 
membership value proposition is a key 
objective for 2021. 

While we remain optimistic about re-
solving our lease issues in Burlington 
House, the Society has decided to join 
its courtyard neighbours in motivating 
the government in its response in 2021.

Pending restrictions, the staff team will 
largely continue to work remotely, and 
we have new initiatives for students, 
such as that of science writers in 
collaboration with the National Literacy 
Trust, while consolidating relationships 
developed in 2020, such as with 

Stemettes. Major areas of future focus 
will be the whole Equality, Diversity and 
Inclusivity agenda and, of course, the 
planetary emergency. 

The Society is well placed to address 
the growing global concern regarding 
the state of the planet. Indeed, we 
have a hugely important role to play in 
promoting understanding. Launch of the 
Society’s newest Committee, Linnean 
Future, will herald a number of initiatives 
to help ameliorate biodiversity loss 
and climate change, working towards 
our vision of a world where nature is 
understood, valued and protected.

On a personal note, as I step down as 
Executive Secretary, I would like to thank 
all the lovely people I’ve met and worked 
with over the past nine years—it has 
been an honour and a privilege to have 
this role. I will certainly be keeping in 
touch with the Society and look forward 
to attending events and meeting many 
of you when we are able to reopen our 
doors.

Dr  Elizabeth Rollinson
Executive Secretary

Looking Forward � 2021 



Our Vision
A world where nature is understood, valued and protected.
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