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The past year has been one of 
great change for the Linnean 
Society, and for society at large. 
We have been busy implement-
ing recommendations from 
the 2018 Governance Review 
(about which I spoke last year). 
In February we said goodbye to 
Executive Secretary Elizabeth 
Rollinson after nine years of 
sterling service to the Society, 
and welcomed Gail Cardew, in 

the role of CEO, the first 
in the Society’s his-

tory. 

A working group 
led by Council 

member Mark 
Watson began 
a review of the 
Bye-Laws, and 
we also wel-
comed Cathy 

Youthed as our 

first Governance Manager, who has already 
done a huge amount to ensure that we are 
in line with charity best practice. The staff 
team worked hard to keep the Society run-
ning safely, with the Library opening to vis-
itors several days a week, and room hire 
starting up again in a limited capacity in the 
autumn. 

Events have remained online, and while 
this is disappointing for Fellows and 
supporters who regularly attend events at 
Burlington House, our virtual lectures have 
reached larger, more diverse audiences 
over the last year. Online events ranged 
across the science of natural history, from 
trees to road verges to Caribbean birds, 
ending the year with Merlin Sheldrake’s 
marvellous Christmas Lecture on fungi and 
their importance to our everyday lives. 

While it was sad not to be together in 
Burlington House for this event (it was 
originally intended to be in-person), the 
number of Fellows who were able to attend 
from all over the world was testament 

to our expanding reach. The Education 
team has continued to deliver quality 
events online, including the workshops 
and award ceremonies for our art-meets-
science BioMedia Meltdown Project, 
which underwent a successful external 
evaluation in 2021; we can benefit from 
lessons learned and consider the next 
phases. 

The team has been working incredibly 
hard on liaising with our landlords over 
our future in Burlington House, and our 
Burlington House campaign started in 
earnest early in the year—to all those 
Fellows who wrote to their MPs or to 
members of the Government on the 
Society’s behalf, we offer heartfelt thanks. 
Discussions continue, so do keep in touch. 

This is my last year as President, and my 
sincere thanks go to all the staff, who 
have done so much to move the Society 
forward over the last four years—our next 
President will find a dedicated, engaged 
and wonderful team. 

Dr Sandra Knapp

President’s Review � 2021
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2021 was a year of adjust-
ment for the Linnean Society. 
In February, we said goodbye 
to Elizabeth Rollinson, who had 
served as the Society’s Exec-
utive Secretary for over nine 
years, and who had initiated the 
‘Burlington House campaign’. 
Elizabeth always gave a warm 
welcome to Fellows and guests, 
and encouraged all to become 
members of the Society. We 
hope she will return to visit us 
often.

In April, the Society welcomed 
its first CEO, Gail Cardew, pre-
viously at the Royal Institution. 
Gail worked hard in 2021 to 
start realising the goals of the 
Society’s Governance Review, 
including the creation of the 
post of Governance Manager.

Save Burlington House
The ‘Burlington House campaign’ was 
launched on 24 February, as, after more 
than 145 years of continuous occupation 
at Burlington House, the Society now faces 
being priced out of its London home due 
to unaffordable and rapidly rising rents. 
As a result, over 600 letters were written 
to local MPs and Lords encouraging the 
Government to provide us with a suitable 
long-term solution. The story has been 
covered by multiple news outlets including 
The Observer, The Critic and Museums 
Journal, and testimonials from our Fellows 
and the public were published on our 
website. It has been truly uplifting to hear 
of the impact the building has had on our 
visitors, and we sincerely thank all our 
Fellows for their continued support. 

Many events in the campaign have been 
successful in gaining the attention of 
the Government: on 8 June, the debate 
‘The Future of the Learned Societies at 
Burlington House’ was held at Westminster 
Hall, having been secured by Tim Loughton 
MP, and on 7 July, Sir David Attenborough 
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HonMLS wrote to Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson, urging him to intervene in the 
safeguarding of the learned societies at 
Burlington House. The PM responded, 
voicing his support in finding a ‘mutually 
beneficial solution for all’. On 30 July, 
Professor Brian Cox was interviewed on 
BBC Radio 4 on behalf of the campaign. CEO 
Gail Cardew has been working alongside our 
fellow courtyard societies to sustain the 
momentum of this progress, and we are now 
in communication with the Government 
on the matter. Our fantastic staff have 
kept our website and social media pages 
updated as we progress; special thanks go 
to Head of Operations Helen Shaw, Events 
and Communications Manager Padma 
Ghosh and Head of Collections Isabelle 
Charmantier. It has been a wonderful 
exercise in highlighting the amazing work 
we do here at Burlington House, and why it 
is so important we remain.

Governance & Bye-Laws
As a result of the 2018 Governance Review, 
the Society employed a Governance Man-
ager in 2021. Cathy Youthed is responsible 
for overseeing the implementation of the 
recommendations of the review, the admin-
istration of the Society’s governance activi-

ties, and for supporting Council and staff to 
ensure the Society complies with its govern-
ing documents and regulatory requirements. 

The same review also precipitated the need 
to change the Society’s Bye-Laws. A Bye-
Laws Revision Group, led by Mark Watson 
and composed of members of Council, 
senior staff and an external adviser, was 
established to take this work forward. 
The group had a busy year reviewing 
the governance documents of 12 similar 
organisations, looking back at previous 
amendments to the Society’s Royal 
Charters and Bye-Laws, and understanding 
the legal processes for making future 
changes. However, once drafting of the new 
Bye-Laws began, it soon became evident 
that Council input was needed in key areas 
such as the Society’s governance structure, 
Fellowship and Membership, Council and 
Officers, and General Meetings. As a result, 
an Extraordinary Meeting of Council took 
place in December 2021 to discuss these 
issues and formulate recommendations, 
so that drafting could continue. Once 
complete, the new Bye-Laws will be 
presented to the Fellowship for approval 
before becoming part of the governance 
framework of the Society. 

After the Flood
The Society suffered a serious water leak in 
June, with our library badly affected. Some 
250 books required immediate care, with 
17 crates of material sent away for freezing 
and later conservation. Remarkably, the 
reading room was able to reopen within a 
week of the flood, and the books—carefully 
dried and cleaned—were returned 
to the Society in November. Detailed 
contingency planning, supportive insurers 
and contractors, and the hard work of staff 
(many of whom left their usual duties to 
lend a hand in the immediate aftermath) 
helped avert a greater disaster. We are 
grateful to all of them! 

Our ‘Disaster Plan’, revised in May 2021, 
helped the team deal with the flood 
efficiently and calmly. Moreover, Anna 
Atkins’s Photographs of British Algae 
(1843–53) would have been damaged had 
it not been removed, along with other 
valuable items, to the Collections Store as 
part of the plan. On a positive note, this 
potentially catastrophic event has helped 
to improve the ‘Disaster Plan’ and our 
response to any future disasters.
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Despite concerns relating to the pandemic, all issues 
of all three journals were produced on schedule. A 
cross-journal Virtual Issue (VI) of previously pub-
lished papers related to extinction, endangered 
species, biodiversity and climate change marked 
the launch of the Linnean Society’s new commit-
tee, ‘Linnean Future’ (The Planetary Emergency 
Response Committee). 

Research Journals
Overall, we are pleased to report that resubscription rates are 
excellent, and income is therefore in line with forecasts. All three 
journals support the hybrid model, whereby Open Access (OA) 
options are available, although the rate of take-up is low but 
increasing, especially for the Zoological Journal of the Linnean 
Society (ZooJLS). Our publisher, Oxford University Press (OUP), has 
signed several Read and Publish agreements which provide funding 
for OA publication, and participates in many free or highly reduced 
access initiatives. 

The Evolutionary Journal of the Linnean Society (EvoJLS), our new 
online-only, fully OA journal, has begun accepting papers and 
is expected to issue its first volume later in 2022. Mark Chase is 
completing his term as Editorial Secretary and a successor will assume 
these responsibilities from June 2022. We’d like to wholeheartedly 
thank Mark for his many years of dedication.

The Biological Journal of the Linnean Society (BioJLS, Impact Factor 
2.14), edited by John Allen, produced a VI to celebrate the previous 
editor, the late David Lees, and contributed to a joint Linnean VI 
on ‘Extinction, Endangered Species and Climate Change’. A 393-
page Special Issue (SI) on ‘OCBIL Theory: A New Science for Old 
Ecosystems’ included several high-impact articles, eight of which 
were in the journal’s top ten most highly cited papers of the year. 
Three articles with high media coverage were on phylogenomics 
of peacock spiders, impact of introduced honeybees on native 
pollinators in Australia, and estimating vertebrate biodiversity. 
Highlights for 2021 will include a Special Issue on ‘Evolution ‘On 
Purpose’: Teleonomy in Living Systems’, based on papers presented 
at a recent Linnean Society virtual conference. 

The Botanical Journal of the Linnean Society (BotJLS), edited by 
Michael Fay, received a major increase in the Impact Factor (>40%, 
2.046 to 2.911). Highlights of the year included an invited review 
on crop wild relatives and a special issue entitled ‘Plant Anatomy: 
Traditions and Perspectives’, which included three review papers. 
Upcoming highlights for 2022 include a major SI on Neotropical 
biodiversity. The final issue of the year will be volume 200, and we 
are planning a series of invited reviews to mark this milestone.

The Zoological Journal of the Linnean Society (ZooJLS), edited 
by Maarten Christenhusz, received an increased Impact Factor 
(from 2.99 to 3.286). We maintain a high submission rate, with 
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Left to Right: Biological Journal OBCIL Special Issue—campo rupestre, 
Brazil—an example of an old, climatically buffered, infertile landscape; 
150th anniversary of The Descent of Man in the Zoological Journal;  
Molecular dating of New World jewel orchids in the Botanical Journal. 
(Images: Rafael S. Oliveira; The Linnean Society of London; Eric C. Smidt)



423 submitted papers in 2021. Highlights of the year included an 
invited review on Charles Darwin’s The Descent of Man (1871), 
to coincide with the 150th anniversary of its publication. An 
editorial addressing the taxonomic impediment signed by over 100 
researchers was published in October. Upcoming highlights for 2022 
include several invited reviews and SIs on tardigrades and on South 
American dinosaur fossils. A virtual issue on deep sea discoveries is 
also planned.
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Scientific Research Sponsorship

LinnéSys: Systematics Research Fund
Retaining its focus on biodiversity, taxonomy/systematics and 
evolutionary biology, the Society was once again delighted to 
contribute £37,698 towards the LinnéSys: Systematics Research 
Fund, a co-initiative with the Systematics Association. 

Over 138 applications were received, allowing us to make 34 
grants, ranging from £500 to £1,500. The research projects funded 
encompass a wide range of plant, animal and fungal groups 
across the globe, from neotropical tar spot fungi in Costa Rica 
to pseudoscorpions in South India to morning glories in Congo-
Kinshasa. The winning researchers reflect this international focus 
and support our commitment to funding excellent researchers from 
countries with fewer funding opportunities.

• Alberto Collareta’s Unraveling the evolutionary history of shell 
architecture in turtle and whale barnacles

• Annabelle de Vries’s Observing the extinction of Trochetiopsis 
erythroxylon more closely 

• Alice Guzzi’s Is brittle star evolution being forced by a sponge 
symbiont? 

• Libby Natola’s Genetic determination of plumage traits in a group 
of diversifying woodpeckers 

• Chinonyelum Oforka’s Utilizing Morphological Keys for Mosquito 
Surveillance in Urban Lagos, Nigeria

• Catarina J. Pinho’s Big and small—An integrative framework for 
investigating character displacement

• Georgios Xenikoudakis’s Using ancient DNA to resolve the 
taxonomy of extinct Malagasy hippos
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The Sir David Attenborough Fieldwork Award 
The LinnéSys project reports from the previous year are evaluated 
for this award. However, due to the pandemic and associated 
limitations, the 2020 LinnéSys awardees were given two years to 
access workspaces, collections and field work, and will therefore 
only submit their reports in 2022. There was therefore no Sir David 
Attenborough Fieldwork award made in 2021. 

The Society presented three awards from its designated 
funds, which are made possible from specific bequests:

Appleyard Fund (Awarded to Fellows or Associates of the 
Society who are not in full-time employment as biologists): to 
Mr Alex Inzani FLS, who is presently retired, towards the cost of 
improving and replacing camera traps, cage traps and mist nets for 
a Retrapping Adults for Survival (RAS) study of marsh tits Poecile 
palustris dresseri around Weston Colville, England. Nationally, 
marsh tits have undergone a 70% decline over the last 40 years, 
putting them on the IUCN Red List. In contrast to this trend, the 
population of birds around Weston Colville appears to be thriving. 
Through colour-ringing, releasing and retrapping birds, this study 
will monitor the abundance, productivity and survival of the marsh 
tit in the area. The automated camera traps are an invaluable aid 

in this process given the difficulty of resighting enough of the rare 
birds for statistical analysis. It is hoped that determining the reasons 
for marsh tit success in Weston Colville could help reverse the deep 
decline of these birds elsewhere in the UK and contribute towards 
developing a national conservation strategy for the marsh tit.

The Anne Sleep Award (Awarded to scholars to assist with biological 
research in the Middle or Far East): to Dr Hiva Faizi (Razi University, 
Iran) for his project ‘Femoral gland secretions and chemical signals 
in the Persian racerunner Eremias persica Blanford, 1875 complex: 
implications for potential sexual isolation and cryptic speciation in a 
species complex’, which aims to determine whether closely related 
species have species-specific chemical components in their gland 
secretions, and whether this variation is enough to explain existing 
patterns of isolation in sympatric and allopatric species across the 
study area. 

The Year to Come
Looking ahead, the Society is excited to be launching its OA journal, 
the Evolutionary Journal of the Linnean Society, and working with 
Editor Dr Steven Dodsworth. The staff team at the Society will be 
working more closely with the team at OUP in the coming year, 
collaboratively ensuring that our publications are promoted in as 
many ways as possible. Later in the year we will be asking Fellows 
for their input into nominations for our medals and awards—please 
do get involved, and nominate a scientist, amateur naturalist or 
artist that you think deserves to be recognised.
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Left: (Top) LinnéSys: SRF awardee Libby Natola holding a hybrid sapsucker 
whose plumage is intermediate between its two parent species, a yellow-
bellied sapsucker and a red-breasted sapsucker; (Bottom) Supported by 
LinnéSys: SRF, Annabel de Vries was able to extract DNA from a specimen 
of the extinct Trochetiopsis erythroxylon (from the herbarium of Hans 
Sloane) and sequence it, using the DNA from T. ebenus (pictured) to 
create a reference genome. (Images: Afnan Ali; Annabel de Vries)



While it was impossible to foresee the length of 
the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Society 
continues to be incredibly grateful for the support 
shown by our members. We have been inspired to 
see our Fellows so engaged with our online events, 
our resources, and with our new Fellows’ Area. Sadly, 
we also lost a few good friends of the Society in 2021, 
who will be greatly missed. 

Fellows Inspiring Fellows
We always draw inspiration from the accomplishments of our 
members, and would like you to join us in celebrating:

• Writer and broadcaster Geoffrey Munn FLS, who was honoured 
with the Jewellery in Culture and Heritage award at the UK jewellery 
industry’s The Leopard Awards. 

• Biologist Merlin Sheldrake FLS, awarded the Royal Society Science 
Book Prize in November for his book, Entangled Life: How Fungi Make 
Our Worlds, Change Our Minds and Shape Our Futures, which explores 
the ‘surreal world of fungi’ and the vastness of mycelium, or fungal 
networks.

• Jonathan Drori FLS, who followed up his book Around the World in 80 
Trees with the equally stunning Around the World in 80 Plants, which 
was shortlisted for the Waterstones Book of the Year 2021.

• President-elect Anjali Goswami FLS, who was awarded the President’s 
Medal of the Paleontological Association.

• Miranda Lowe FLS, with Subhadra Das, who was awarded the newly 
founded President’s Award from the Society for the History of Natural 
History that recognises a ‘contribution and impact in promoting and 
improving accessibility, inclusivity and diversity to the study of the 
history of natural history’.

Joining the Society
Despite the pandemic, our membership increased in 2021 by 
142 newly elected Fellows (an increase on 2020). People have 
joined from all over the world, and Room Hire and Membership 
Assistant Tatiana Franco, who will have been your main point of 
contact on all things membership, reported that there were also 
42 new Associates of the Society and 82 new Student Members. 
We welcome everyone with an interest in studying, exploring and 
protecting nature.

In Remembrance
At the very start of the year we lost Brian Gardiner, past President 
of the Society, first editor of the Society’s publication The Linnean, 
and giant in the field of palaeontology, whose work transformed 
how we see evolutionary relationships. Sadly we also lost David 
Lees who had edited the Biological Journal of the Linnean Society 
from 1990–97. Botanist Desmond Meikle OBE (who served on 
Council from 1957–60) passed away in February 2021, having 
dedicated 30 years to his ‘magnum opus’ Flora of Cyprus. We 
learned of the death of William ‘Bill’ Stern towards the end of the 
year; Bill served as President of the Botanical Society of America 
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(1985–86), was a founding member of the Association for Tropical 
Biology and founded and edited Biotropica. At the very end of the 
year we were saddened by the deaths of two of our most eminent 
Foreign Members, Sherwin Carlquist, giant of plant anatomy whose 
work on islands transformed understanding of island evolution, 
and Edward O. Wilson, ant taxonomist and passionate advocate 
for biodiversity and its conservation, whose lifetime of work did so 
much to promote the study and understanding of natural history. 

Future Fellows
During 2022, work on the Society’s Bye-Laws by the ‘Bye-Laws 
Revision Group’ (work that will enable the Society to grow and 
evolve) will continue, and once ready, their labour will be circulated 
to the Fellowship. This is an exciting time for the Society, offering the 
chance to assess what has worked well, and what could be improved 
upon.   
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Clockwise from RIGHT: David Lees 
(1942–2021); William ‘Bill’ Stern 
at the microscope (1926–2021); 
Desmond Meikle OBE (1923–2021), 
(image © The Board of Trustees of 
the Royal Botanic Gradens, Kew); 
Brian Gardiner PPLS (1932–2021), 
(image courtesy the Trustees of the 
Natural History Museum, London)



Through sponsorship and awarding medals, the 
Society acknowledges and encourages excellence 
in all aspects of the science of natural history, 
with particular emphasis on evolution, taxonomy, 
biodiversity conservation and sustainability. 

Categories
The Linnean Medal: For services to science

The Darwin-Wallace Medal: For major advances in evolutionary 
biology

The Bicentenary Medal: In recognition of the work of a biologist 
under 40 years of age

The Irene Manton Prize: For the best doctoral thesis in botany in a 
UK university

The John C. Marsden Medal: For the best doctoral thesis in biology 
in a UK university

The Trail-Crisp Award: For an outstanding contribution to biological 
microscopy

The H. H. Bloomer Award: Awarded to an amateur naturalist for an 
important contribution to biological knowledge

Medal & Award Winners 2021
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• Linnean Medal in the Field of Botany: Dr Shahina Ghazanfar, 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew

• Linnean Medal in the Field of Zoology: Dr Mary Jane West-
Eberhard, Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute

• Darwin-Wallace Medal: Dr Sarah P. Otto, University of British 
Columbia

• Bicentenary Medal: Dr Scott Taylor, University of Colorado, 
Boulder

• Irene Manton Prize: Dr Sophie Harrington, University of East Anglia
• John C. Marsden Medal: Dr Benjamin Van Doren, University of 

Oxford
• Trail-Crisp Award: Dakota E. McCoy, Harvard University
• H. H. Bloomer Award: David Lindo

(The John Spedan Lewis Medal and Jill Smythies Award were not 
awarded in 2021.)

Due to COVID-19-related restrictions, the Society’s Medals and 
Awards for both 2020 and 2021 were presented at a virtual 
Anniversary Meeting in May, with each winner accepting 
their award with a short speech. Citations for all awardees are 
available on our website.

Left Page (Clockwise from Top Left): Dr Shahina Ghazanfar (Linnean Medal—
Botany); Dr Mary Jane West-Eberhard (Linnean Medal—Zoology); Dr Benjamin 
Van Doren (John C. Marsden Medal); Dr Sophie Harrington (Irene Manton 
Prize); Right Page (Clockwise from Top Left): Dr Sarah P. Otto (Darwin-Wallace 
Medal); Dr Scott Taylor (Bicentenary Medal); David Lindo (H. H. Bloomer Award); 
Dakota E. McCoy (Trail-Crisp Award).
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2021 finished as it started, with the Library forced 
to close due to surging cases of a new variant of 
COVID-19. Throughout the year, the team remained 
flexible, adapting to lockdown work, incrementally 
reopening the library and embarking on new projects 
while continuing those already in progress.

Reopening the Library
The Library reopened to the public on 14 April, initially for two days 
a week, with limited readers for social distancing and with COVID-19 
safety measures in place. We were gradually able to open for longer 
hours, opening from Tuesday–Friday, 10am–5pm by September. 
The Library was steadily busy, benefiting from other similar libraries 
(e.g. Natural History Museum, London and Zoological Society of 
London) remaining closed throughout the summer. Many readers, 
reassured by our safety measures, commented on the joy of 
returning to London and using library facilities for the first time in 
months. 

As always, we continue to be amazed by the breadth and variety of 
our visitors’ interests. In a difficult and disrupted year for researchers, 
over 200 people have beaten a path to our door, researching such 
diverse subjects as the ecology of Nepal and Tibet, early botany in 
Cambridge, land use conservation, the history of London Zoo and 
wildlife protection in Sri Lanka, among many others. We can’t wait 
to see what the coming year will bring! 
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Teamwork Keeping you Connected
There were some changes in the Collections team, with Archivist Liz 
McGow going on maternity leave in March, and her maternity cover 
Alex Milne starting in early July. Alex was able to dive straight into 
cataloguing more of our collected archives.

Staff would not have been able to achieve as much without the 
invaluable help of volunteers and honorary curators. Special 
mention goes to indefatigable volunteers David Pescod and Sheila 
Meredith, who spent time on Society projects almost every day of 
2021, respectively summarising our historic ‘presents books’ for 
archival records, and helping with the clean-up of Library indices 
and journals deaccessioning. We were also glad to welcome 
volunteers John Abbott, Naomi Mitamura and Kate Coss back to 
the building in the autumn. Our honorary curators Mark Spencer, 
Glenn Benson, Ollie Crimmen and Suzanne Ryder have continued 
to reply to enquiries, and help us with research on specimens and 
artefacts in our collections.

Improving our Resources
The year was split between offsite ‘lockdown’ cataloguing from 
OCR-ed finding aids and checking those lockdown records against 
the material (as well ongoing onsite cataloguing once the building 

had reopened). Archivist Alex Milne catalogued the manuscripts of 
botanist Alexander Anderson (MS/609), including the 148 botanical 
drawings related to his work at the Botanical Gardens of St Vincent. 
Letters relating to Charles Darwin and Alfred Russel Wallace were 
also added to the catalogue, including the notable find of a letter 
from Darwin to Wallace gifting a copy of On the Origin of Species, 
which was located in our Library. Assistant Archivist Luke Thorne 
undertook extensive work reviewing and refining the Edward M. 
Holmes (MS/235) and Nathaniel Winch (MS/321) records, which 
had been catalogued in lockdown. Both archivists worked together 
to transfer the ‘Society Papers’ (SP) from the Library to the archive 
catalogue, elaborating on previous descriptions and reuniting the 
papers with their original artworks.

A Good Year for AdoptLINN
Our AdoptLINN scheme for the care and restoration of vulnerable 
items within our collections is now entering its sixth year and 
going from strength to strength. We continue to be amazed by the 
support and generosity of our donors; £7,580 was received in 2021. 
Highlights include a copy of Species Plantarum, copiously annotated 
by the Cambridge botanist Thomas Martyn, and a scarce copy of 
Robert Thornton’s stunning Temple of Flora. At the end of 2021, our 
President Sandy Knapp pledged £1,500 for the conservation of our 
portrait of Scottish botanist and plant-hunter Francis Masson. The 
generous support of our ‘adopters’ will see these works carefully 
stabilised and conserved, ensuring their survival for study and 
enjoyment for centuries to come. If you would like to show your 
support of our collections, please contact the Collections team, or 
visit our website.
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Left: The Collections team, and the Society team at large, worked 
hard in  early 2021 to facilitate a safe space to visit and reopen for 
readers. For their safety, readers were spaced far apart, and asked to 
wear masks. From 14 April 2021, the Society was happy to be able to 
provide a place in which researchers could still study.



Alongside the books and manuscripts conserved thanks to 
AdoptLINN donations, a deep clean of the Collections Store was 
commenced by Conservator Janet Ashdown, including a condition 
survey and inventory of the books. Other notable conservation 
projects involved an examination of 10 boxes of over 525 glass 
plate positives (lantern slides), used to illustrate Society talks from 
the early 1900s to the 1960s, with each plate photographed and 
assessed. 

A Little Bibliographical Weeding
The Society is rightly proud of its extensive journals collection, 
boasting nearly 4,000 titles in natural history and the life sciences. 
But with four basement stores full to overflowing, it was clear some 
‘light touch’ weeding was required! Led by Librarian Will Beharrell, 
and scrutinised by our Collections Committee, the deaccessioning 
of modern, commonly held material began in May. This will give 
the Society much-needed space for growth, and allow remaining 
material to be properly catalogued, and housed adequately and 
safely for the future.

Blogspot: Treasures of the Month
Each month, the Collections team publishes a blog on a little known 
‘Treasure’, often happened upon by staff in the midst of their day-
to-day tasks. In November, Digital Assets Manager Andrea Deneau 
chose to highlight the much-loved collection of small cartes de 
visite, professional hard-backed black and white photographs 
donated by newly elected Fellows to the Society. Spanning from 
the early days of photography to the late 20th century, these were 
taken by professional photographers, most prominently Maull & 

Polyblank’s, whose studio was conveniently placed on Piccadilly. 
The photographs feature well-known (Charles Darwin) and lesser-
known Fellows (Walter G. Ridewood), and also many of the first 
female Fellows, like Grace Frankland, elected in the early 1900s. 
The solemn pose of the individuals, sometimes lifted by a furtive 
smile, makes these little photographs moving archival objects.  

What will 2022 Bring?
Our goal for 2022 is to keep improving the accessibility of our 
collections through cataloguing, digitisation and conservation, 
as many of our collected and domestic archives are yet to be 
catalogued. We will also continue to collaborate with academics 
who research our collections; we are a project partner on Dr Tina 
Welch’s 2022 AHRC/NERC funded project, which you can read 
more about in the section ‘A Closer Look’. Whilst carrying out these 
activities, we need to be mindful of the uncertainty of our future 
at Burlington House, so will also have to assess the collections for 
a potential move. Additionally, the Collections team will play a part 
in determining the future strategy of the Society, upon which our 
Collections strategy will then rest.

Clockwise from Top Left: AdoptLINN had a terrific year, with several items 
adopted and conserved, including this 1812 copy of Robert Thornton’s 
Temple of Flora; The Collections team, (L to R) Archivist Alex Milne, 
Conservator Janet Ashdown, Assistant Archivist Luke Thorne, Librarian Will 
Beharrell, Digital Assets Manager Andrea Deneau and Head of Collections 
Isabelle Charmantier; The letters of algologist Edward M. Holmes were 
made fully searchable on our archive catalogue; One of our ‘Treasures of 
the Month’, a collection of cartes de visite, including (L to R) Richard Owen, 
Grace Frankland, and our most requested portrait, Christopher Dresser.
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All the Society’s activities are rooted in knowledge 
sharing, whether by way of our events, online 
activities or collections research, or through our 
Fellowship connecting via our bespoke Members’ 
Area that launched in May.

While we had optimistically hoped to hold some events onsite at 
Burlington House in 2021, due to COVID-19 restrictions our events 
continued to be held online. Happily though, our audiences not 
only stayed steadfast, but increased. Alongside our regular Evening 
Meetings, Lunchtime Lectures and Nature Reader events, we also 
held three Day Meetings.

Brilliantly overseen by Events and Communications Manager 
Padma Ghosh, an upshot of holding our events online is that we 
have been able to accommodate a much larger audience than for 
those held onsite. Our Christmas Lecture by Merlin Sheldrake on 
his book Entangled Life: How Fungi Make Our Worlds, Change Our 
Minds, and Shape Our Futures drew a whopping 416 viewers via 
Zoom webinar. Our Nature Reader events by Jon Drori (Around the 
World in 80 Plants), and Bernd Brunner (Taming Fruit: From Fruit 
Forests and Oases to Orchards) were also amongst some of the 
most popular events.

Plant Awareness & Insect Week UK
Inspired by an article in PuLSe, on 13 April (Plant Appreciation 
Day) we held a special event entitled ‘Plant Blindness: How to Put 

Plants Back in the Picture’, where four researchers—Dawn Sanders, 
Geetanjali Sachdev, Sven Batke and Sophie Leguil—from different 
disciplines (art, education, design and science) discussed the diverse 
ways in which we can make plant life, often quite ‘invisible’, more 
‘present’ to humans. As part of the session, we also launched the 
book Beyond Plant Blindness: Seeing the Importance of Plants for a 
Sustainable World by Dawn Sanders, Bryndís Snæbjörnsdóttir and 
Mark Wilson, which seeks to provoke plant-based thinking across 
disciplines and use art to rethink approaches to plants and botanical 
science. This virtual event had 158 participants. 

From 21–27 June Insect Week (UK), we hosted a week-long 
celebration of the world of insects. Through a series of talks, we 
explored the insect collections of Carl Linnaeus and James Edward 
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Smith, forensic entomology, and how gardens are a refuge for 
pollinators. We also investigated technology inspired by flies, and 
emotions and gender in entomology. Visit our YouTube channel to 
find out more: www.youtube.com/LinneanSociety.

Top Row: In June we celebrated insect week with a full raft of online events, 
including a look at forensic entomology and gardens as a refuge for insects; 
Our ‘Nature Reader’ events were incredibly successful, with Jonathan Drori and 
Merlin Sheldrake discussing their respective works; In April we held the event 
‘Plant Blindness: How to Put Plants Back in the Picture’, with speakers from 
different backgrounds looking at how to bring plants into focus, (L to R) Dawn 
Sanders, Geetanjali Sachdev, Sven Batke and Sophie Leguil.
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Building Better Connections
Since the first journal-inspired animation was published in January 
2020, Multimedia Content Producer Ross Ziegelmeier has created 
a further 11 videos as we seek to engage a wider audience with 
research papers from our journals. By working with our journal 
editors to highlight specific papers, our aim is to help promote 
our world-class publications in an accessible and distinct way; for 
example, the paper ‘Phylogenomics of peacock spiders and their 
kin (Salticidae: Maratus), with implications for the evolution of male 
courtship displays’ from the BioJLS, inspired a series of animated 
shorts in the style of a competitive drag queen pageant. One 
YouTube user commented: ‘I like how you folks are always coming 
up with unique ideas.’ The ongoing support of the editorial team 
and publishing team at OUP will continue to be crucial as we create 
more targeted content.

Though the pandemic had an impact on filming in-person projects 
this year, we still produced a number of videos in support of the 
Society’s mission. One of these was ‘John Tyley and the Breadfruit 
Tree’, which explored the cultural and historical significance of 
a newly acquired watercolour painted by Tyley. Also produced 
was ‘The Linnean Society of London in Burlington House’, which 
illustrated the story of the Society’s home on London’s Piccadilly; 
both can be viewed on our YouTube channel.

Podcast Stories
Stimulated by the Linnean Future Committee, we started a new 
podcast series by the same name. The Linnean Future series offers 
vivid interviews outlining current research and field science that will 

help to analyse and explain some of the most complex relationships 
on our planet. We launched the series with Professor Mark Maslin 
of University College London, who broke down the long history of 
international climate negotiations, including the challenges faced 
by COP26, and what it hopes to achieve. Episodes will be released 
monthly throughout the start of 2022 on our SoundCloud page 
(https://soundcloud.com/user-679811756) or at www.linnean.org/
podcasts.  

In addition to the Linnean Future series, podcasts inspired by 
papers published in the Society’s journals were also produced. 
Future podcasts will be shorter in length, and will aim to open 
our journal content to a wider audience. Linnean Podcast #38 
‘Whale Pop Culture and Intelligence’ featuring Hal Whitehead and 
Matthew McCurry and #39 ‘Sensitive Sea Snake’ featuring Jenna 
Crowe-Riddell are prime examples of how our journal papers can 
be interpreted in a different format.

Our New Members’ Area
At the end of 2020, we started work on implementing a new 
customer relationship management (CRM) system, to improve our 
data and provide betters ways for our members to engage with 
the Society and each other. After months of careful planning, data 
clean up and transfer, the new Members’ Area was successfully 
launched at the 2021 Anniversary Meeting in May. The response 
has been fantastic, with 2,289 members successfully signed up so 
far. We invite members to join the platform if you haven’t already, 
and make the most of what the new Members’ Area has to offer, 
as future updates and additions are planned. 
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The Linnean & PuLSe
At the end of 2021, our stalwart Editor of The Linnean, Gina Douglas, 
decided to step down from the role to pursue her position as 
President of the Society of the History of Natural History. Gina has 
been Editor for six years, and is to be thanked for her sterling work 
on the publication. She is handing over to Publications Manager 
Leonie Berwick, who produced L: 50 Objects, Stories and Discoveries 
of the Linnean Society of London with Isabelle Charmantier in 2020, 
and who has worked with Gina on The Linnean since 2014. PuLSe 
and The Linnean are being integrated into one publication in 2022, 
so our members will continue to receive great PuLSe articles like 
‘Ancient Oaks and Biodiversity’, ‘Taming Chaos: Mycology and 
Linnaeus’ and ‘Psychedelic Research and its Biocolonial Legacies’.

New Year, New Ideas
As we continue to strengthen links with our journals through 
animations and short podcasts, we will also be testing some new live 
action video ideas that aim to celebrate research projects supported 
by the Society. We will also be starting 2022 by participating in the 
7th LGBTQ+ STEMinar that celebrates the achievements of LGBTQ+ 
people in science.
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Top: Though the pandemic had an impact on filming in-person projects, 
the Society produced a video about its new acquisition of John Tyley’s 
breadfruit tree illustration—Christina Welch of the University of 
Winchester was one of the presenters; Bottom: Ross Ziegelmeier 
animated a paper from the Biological Journal of the Linnean Society, 
taking a unique look at the phylogenomics of peacock spiders.



We took the opportunity to be a little experimental 
this year, with a serialised format for the BioMedia 
Meltdown Project, a reinvented student conference 
experience and a new social media adventure. 
We have also been fortunate to collaborate with 
wonderful partners in a variety of exciting projects 
for young people.

BioMedia Book Arts  
& Courageous Conservationists
Pre-COVID-19, the BioMedia Meltdown (BMM) Project featured live 
art/science workshops in London KS3 classrooms, libraries, hospitals 
and community centres. Between November 2020 and May 2021, 
BMM Manager Daryl Stenvoll-Wells reconfigured these workshops, 
partnering with Linnean Fellows Ania Driscoll-Lind (Science and 
Outdoor Learning Specialist) and Michael Holland (Ecologist and 
Botany Expert) to produce nine 15-minute instructional videos 
covering botanical and zoological topics. The project was flexible 
enough for both classroom and home use, utilising topics and 
specimens that were easy to find in any UK setting. Schools were 
provided with materials for distribution by teachers, while individual 
participants on a limited income were able to request free kits. 

Over 420 pupils and 60 home educators participated, with more 
than 100 beautiful, original hard-bound books entered into the 
competition. Entries were judged by an expert panel of scientists, 

artists, publishing and conservation experts, who determined the 
top entries for Scientific Merit, Artistic Merit, Creative Writing and 
Graphic Design. The winners were awarded tailored prizes in an 
online celebration event in July, including local wildlife foundation 
memberships, outdoor equipment, field guides, books and art 
supplies. 

Daryl also continued delivery of live virtual classroom workshops, 
including ‘Courageous Conservationists,’ which used the art of 

Above: The 2021 cycle of the BMM Project was impacted by the pandemic, 
but BMM Manager Daryl Stenvoll-Wells reconfigured workshops so they 
could continue, partnering with several Fellows in the process. Entrants 
submitted stunning homemade books that looked deeper into the world 
around them; above is KS3-student Ruqayya’s entry.
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wood photo transfer to introduce under-recognised community 
conservationists to students. Teachers and participants in both 
projects expressed gratitude for the creative cross-curricular 
content, reflecting that it provided relief from the pressurised, 
post-lockdown academic calendar. Stakeholders generally reflected 
that it reinvigorated a joy for learning that students needed in this 
time of crisis. 

‘Our Local Nature’ Grants
This grant scheme enables young people to take the reins on 
projects that increase access to local natural spaces and encourage 
a deeper connection to nature. From buying equipment for 
ecological surveys to festivals of nature, it has been uplifting to 
hear about last year’s projects coming to fruition.

Grant recipient Claire Unwin from West Suffolk Hive, said: 

‘It has been a wonderful year for us 
at our site as we created a pond, which 
brought in the most incredible array 
of dragon flies and other insects, 

aquatic life and plants. We have enjoyed 
surveying the pond as it has developed, 

as well as the wild meadow and the 
woods.’ 

Ten new projects were funded in 2021, selected by our exceptional 
Youth Panel, made up of Leigh Balment, Deborah Kargbo, Georgia 
Gargett, Cheska Golding, Antonia Maddan and Sophie Robertson.

National Literacy Trust
In collaboration with the National Literacy Trust, the Linnean Society 
recruited 11 professional science writers to receive workshop 
development training so that they could then create their own 
bespoke science-writing workshops. Despite tough regulations in 
mid-2021, the writers were able to deliver sessions in 18 schools 
across Birmingham, Nottingham, the North East and the North 
West, reaching over 2,000 students. 

Impressed by the interdisciplinary nature of the Society, the Trust 
has since commissioned a short film featuring several Society staff 
members talking about the importance of literacy in their careers 
for a teacher-training package on scientific literacy.
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The ‘Discover More’ Series
‘Discover More’ was a seven-part series of animations, blogs and 
interviews put together by Education Manager Joe Burton and 
Education Assistant Zia Forrai (supported by Ross Ziegelmeier) that 
explored a different topic each month, across Twitter, Instagram 
and TikTok, as well as on our website, accruing over 15,000 
views. Aimed at secondary school-age people and their teachers, 
each topic explored a compelling aspect of the natural world, 
from mutualist viruses to microplastic pollution. These were 
accompanied by interviews with relevant experts from across 
the globe, offering insight alongside a sense of potential career 
trajectories within the natural sciences. 

Virtual Tours & Re-opening
Giving tours has always been an integral part of the Society’s 
remit, and we felt the absence of such interactions acutely in 2021. 
Fortunately, the Collections team (with Ross Ziegelmeier) had 
produced a virtual tour video at the end of 2020 that provided a 
detailed look through our building and the Linnaean collections, as 
well as two short videos that focused on rare books and archives. 
These monthly virtual tours via Zoom started in January, but ended 
in June due to decreasing attendance. Virtual tours were also given 
to artists, students, civil servants from Defra and other groups. 
In total, 14 virtual tours were given to a total of 212 attendees 
throughout the year. 

Once the building started to reopen, we were able to hold a 
controlled number of in-person tours, for groups of students from 
UCL, the History and Philosophy of Science Department (University 

of Cambridge) and the Royal Drawing School. The Collections Store 
was kept out of bounds, in order to maintain social distancing.

Linnean Lens
With our usual programme of in-person activities disrupted by the 
pandemic, the Society experimented with new ways of bringing 
our collections to a wider audience. In July, replacing the Virtual 
Tours, the Collections team held the first of the ‘Linnean Lens’ 
online events, using a specially designed document camera to host 
interactive, ‘hands-on’ sessions with rare and special collections 
items. We began, appropriately enough, by delving into Carl 
Linnaeus’s fascinating student notebooks, with further sessions 
encompassing Anna Atkins’s beautiful cyanotype photographs, 
Linnaeus’s annotated Species Plantarum, Peter Collinson’s 
commonplace books and the Shortt Collection of Indian bird 
paintings on mica. One attendee remarked:

“Seeing the book of SPECIES PLANTARUM 
made me almost weep. The Linnean 
Lens lecture made it possible for 
members all over the world to share 

the knowledge and joy of the binominal 
system.” 

With uniformly positive feedback, and strong attendance 
throughout—over 130 logged in for the sessions on Atkins and the 
Species Plantarum—we look forward to expanding the programme 
in the New Year. 
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Representing the Society
Head of Collections Isabelle Charmantier was invited to talk at 
several virtual conferences and to sit on the jury panel of Did van 
Triip’s PhD thesis on early modern ichthyology, in October. Also in 
October, she participated in the conference ‘Towards a Cultural 
History of Early Modern Ichthyology (1500–1800)’, which allowed 
her to research and present on the fishes of Alexander Garden in 
the Linnaean collections. 

Utilising Expertise in 2022
The expertise of our Fellows means a great to deal to us, so in 2022 
we are aiming to reach out and utilise that knowledge, whether 
through education outreach projects or through initiatives like 
Linnean Lens. We hope to form closer bonds with our membership 
and the growing network of young people affiliated with the 
Society’s projects. 
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Top: Head of Collections Isabelle Charmantier guides a virtual tour of the 
collections so visitors can still explore our holdings from the safety of 
their own homes; Bottom: The newly-installed Linnean Lens talks were a 
great success, and covered items like Carl Linnaeus’s student notebooks, 
groundbreaking Species Plantarum, and Anna Atkins’s stunning cyanotype 
images, shown here.
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The Society’s collections are deeply embedded 
within the British colonial world of the 18th and 
19th centuries. Historians have long studied the lives 
of individuals who helped naturalists investigate 
the world around them, and in 2021 the Society 
continued in its endeavour to enrich our knowledge 
about our collections, through a new acquisition, 
events and collaborating with academics.

Natural History from the Margins
Like other institutions such as the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew or the 
Natural History Museum, London, the Society is keen to unearth the 
untold stories behind our specimens, artworks and manuscripts, 
stories of local, indigenous and overlooked participants who 
actively contributed to the quest for natural historical knowledge. 
One such individual was the Antiguan artist John Tyley, who worked 
for Alexander Anderson, superintendent of St Vincent Botanic 
Gardens in the late 18th century. 

Tyley was our person of the year at the Society, as he was the nexus 
for a new acquisition, a day meeting and a successful funding bid. 
The Society was incredibly fortunate to acquire a Tyley painting 
in June 2021 (from the auction house Rosebery’s), significant for 
its image of the breadfruit tree, imported to St Vincent to feed 
the enslaved population. Tyley was also the inspiration behind 
‘Natural History and Visual Arts from the Margins’, a day-meeting 

co-organised by Head of Collections Isabelle Charmantier and 
Julie Chun Kim, Associate Professor at Fordham University, New 
York. Initially planned for 2020, it was eventually held virtually in 
September 2021. 

Finally, through a partnership with Tina Welch (University of 
Winchester) and the Hidden Histories project (a programme run 
by The Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) and Natural 
Environment Research Council (NERC)), the Society was awarded 
an initial seed funding grant in 2021. The project ‘Unearthing the 
contribution of indigenous and enslaved African knowledge systems 
to the Saint Vincent Botanical Garden under Dr Anderson (1785–
1811)’ allowed us to digitise the Alexander Anderson manuscripts 
held in the Society’s collections, which included descriptions of 
the islands of Barbados, Grenada, St Lucia and Guiana, and papers 
and paintings related to the St Vincent Botanic Gardens. Many 
of the 148 plant drawings in Anderson’s Hortus St Vincentii were 
drawn by local or indigenous artists, and unusually for a black 
artist at that time, Tyley’s signature appears on 11 of them. These 
14 manuscripts, comprising 2,190 images, will be made available 
through our Online Collections by the end of 2022. The manuscripts 
were also catalogued and their records can be accessed via our 
Archives Catalogue. The bulk of the Hidden Histories project will 
be funded by the main NERC/AHRC grant from 2022 to 2023, with 
one of the objectives being to make transcriptions of many of the 
manuscripts available through our Online Collections.  

Collections on Show
Our collections are special to us, and we try to highlight them 
whenever and however we can, so in addition to talks, online and 
onsite tours and events, blogs and social media posts, we were 

28

A Closer Look



keen to repopulate the display cases in the Library Reading Room, 
for the benefit of readers and visitors. Following the publication of 
our ‘book of treasures’, L: 50 Objects, Stories & Discoveries from the 
Linnean Society, we were keen to show off some of the items that 
feature in the book: the artworks sent back from India with papers 
to be read at the Society meetings by Major General Hardwicke; 
some of Linnaeus’s specimens of plants, fish and beetles; diaries of 

travellers and artists such as Charles Darwin, Alfred Russel Wallace 
and Emilia Noel; and of course, our new acquisition of Tyley’s 
breadfruit tree.

While many organisations postponed their planned exhibitions, 
the Gilbert White House went ahead with their year-delayed 
tercentenary celebrations of Gilbert White. Several letters in the 
Gilbert White collection, which is on long-term loan to the Society 
by the Selbourne Society, featured in the ‘Flora Selborniensis’ 
exhibition from July to September 2021.

Linnaeus, Sex & Race
Yet another aspect of taking a closer look at our collections has 
been to untangle Carl Linnaeus’s classification of humans within 
his printed books (Systema Naturae in particular) and manuscripts. 
An essay on the subject had already been published online in the 
summer of 2020, and Isabelle Charmantier expanded upon this in 
a talk given to the Anglo-Swedish Society in February 2021. A day 
meeting at the Society on ‘Linnaeus, Sex and Race’ was organised 
by Stella Sandford, Professor at Kingston University and a regular 
Library user. Originally planned for 2020, this day meeting was 
finally moved online in March 2021. It brought together researchers 
from different disciplines (natural sciences, evolutionary biology, 
philosophy, history of science and gender studies) to discuss ‘race’ 
and ‘sex’ in Linnaeus’s work and beyond. All the talks are available 
on our YouTube channel: www.youtube.com/LinneanSociety.
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Left: The Society aqcuired a watercolour illustration in June 2021, painted 
by Antiguan artist John Tyley, of whose work the Society already holds 
about 11 original illustrations. The image is of a breadfruit tree, imported 
to St Vincent to feed the enslaved population. Tyley and his work inspired  
a day meeting and funding for further study.



2021 was another positive year for the Society’s 
finances, notwithstanding the ongoing impact of the 
pandemic. Our income before donations and legacies 
was marginally up on 2020 to £2,097,114 (2020: 
£2,059,933). Donations and legacies added a further 
£403,430 (2020: £244,981), taking the total income to 
£2,500,544 (2020: £2,304,914). Expenditure was also 
up marginally on 2020 to £1,583,441 (2020: £1,546,936), 
but once again some projects had to be postponed 
and other activities curtailed due to COVID-19, which 
meant that, like last year, we have generated a much 
higher surplus than normal.

Overall, our surplus of income over expenditure in 2021 
was £917,103 (2020: £757,978). This was enhanced by a 
gain on investments of £442,962 (2020: £71,563). We 
have therefore been able to increase our unrestricted 
funds to £6,382,976 (2020: £5,222,995). We continue to 
try to balance the active use of our funds for charitable 
purposes with ensuring a sustainable financial position 
given the significant future challenges and uncertainties 
we face.

 
Income
As usual, the overwhelming majority of our income came from 
our scientific research journals. This increased by 1.5% in 2021 to 
£1,834,095 (2020: £1,807,830). We are indebted to our editors and 
contributors for their excellent work. All of our other operational 
income sources continued to be depressed by COVID-19 restrictions, 
albeit that they were generally above 2020 levels as restrictions 
eased during the year. Income from room hire, catering, meetings 
and other trading activities was £24,092 (2020: £16,176). 

The membership of the Society now stands at 3,145, compared with 
3,014 at the end of 2020. Membership contributions were £154,753 
(2020: £149,557). The new Membership Platform has helped make 
the collection of annual fees more efficient and, we hope, led to 
greater engagement from Fellows.

We continued to implement the ethical investment policy that 
we adopted in 2020 and have been working with our investment 
advisers, Tilney, to develop measuring tools to assess its impact. 
We are committed to ensuring that our investments are ethically, 
environmentally and socially responsible as well as generating an 
acceptable return for the Society. Total investment income in 2021 
was £84,174 (2020: £86,370). Donations and legacies play a vital role in 
funding our charitable activities and we are most grateful to all those 
donors who have supported the Society this year. In particular, we 
received generous bequests from the estates of Mr John Barker of 
£218,818, Mr Robert Desmond Meikle of £55,510, and Mrs Gertrude 
Marsh-Looi of £50,000. The AdoptLINN Programme received £7,580 
to support the conservation of books and other important items in 
our collections. 
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Expenditure 
Once again, nearly 99% of the Society’s expenditure was used to 
further our charitable objectives in 2021, with only £23,586 spent 
on managing investments. Our total expenditure on charitable 
activities was £1,559,855 (2020: £1,535,493). The work of the Society 
in safeguarding and promoting our heritage collections, advancing 
scientific knowledge and understanding, and engaging the public 
and educational outreach, is highlighted within this Annual Review. 
Of particular note was our continued support of the Science Hunters 
project with Lancaster University, Stemettes, a social enterprise 
project which encourages girls and young women aged 5–25 to 
pursue careers in Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths 
and research sponsorship of £49,797. Expenditure on staff salaries 
increased significantly during the year to £705,178 (2020: £617,042), 
reflecting new recruits that have joined during the year (with an 
average number of employees of 21 this year versus 19 in 2020) and 
cost of living increases for all staff. Rent, and other charges by our 
Landlord, the Ministry of Levelling Up, Housing and Communities, 
amounted to £200,167 (2020: £201,961). Significant uncertainty 
remains over future rental costs with no resolution of the ongoing 
dialogue. 

Reserves
The Society’s reserves are split between Permanent Endowments 
(£858,814), Restricted Funds (£2,453,960, including heritage assets 
of £1,500,000 that cannot be monetised) and Unrestricted Funds 
of £6,382,976. Within Unrestricted Funds, £2,537,868 (2020: 
£1,981,271) has been set aside in designated funds to cover future 
expenditure associated with the Society’s buildings and other 
financial liabilities. 

Outlook
The Society remains in a relatively healthy financial position, but 
there are significant challenges ahead. Our publication income will 
fall in 2022, as we received the last of the £150,000 annual transition 
payments from our publishers, Oxford University Press, in 2021. 
Our charitable activities will, we hope, revert to more normal levels 
following the removal of COVID-19 restrictions. Our employment 
costs will rise as new recruits join and we reflect market forces in 
our compensation levels. We will see increased operating costs from 
higher fuel bills and general inflation, and we continue to discuss the 
ever-increasing lease costs with the Government. As a result, we do 
not expect to generate a significant surplus in 2022.

Annual Report & Auditors
Further details of the Society’s finances are set out in the Annual 
Report and Accounts 2021, available on the Society’s website. 
During the year, we conducted a tender process for our auditors. 
We received high quality tenders from several candidates and were 
pleased to re-appoint Knox Cropper, who continue to provide an 
appropriate level of challenge and represent value for money. We 
thank Priya Nithianandan, our Head of Finance, for his continued 
careful oversight of our finances.
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Summarised Statement of 
Financial Activities (SOFA)

2021 2020

£ £

Income from

Grants, Donations and Legacies 403,430 244,981

Charitable Activities

Members’ Contributions 154,753 149,557

Safeguarding & Promoting      
our Heritage Collections

8,285 6,055

Advancing Scientific Knowledge 
& Understanding

1,839,290 1,809,248

Investments 84,174 86,370

Other Trading Activities 10,612 8,703

Total Income 2,500,544 2,304,914

Expenditure on

Charitable Activities

Safeguarding & Promoting      
our Heritage Collections

611,121 608,275 

Advancing Scientific Knowledge 
& Understanding

676,024 684,534

Engaging the public & 
educational outreach

272,710 242,684 

Raising funds 23,586 11,443 

Total Expenditure 1,583,441  1,546,936  



The Society’s Summarised Statement of Financial Activities (SOFA) and 
Balance Sheet are presented here in a simplified format designed to 
give an overview of the Society’s financial situation. These reconcile 
with the full financial accounts, which were prepared to conform to 
the Statements of Recommended Practice (SORP – FRS 102). The full 
financial accounts, and a more detailed Financial Review, are included in 
the Society’s Annual Report and Accounts 2021. The Annual Report and 
Accounts 2021 can be downloaded from the Society’s website (www.
linnean.org/annualreport), and a paper copy can be supplied upon 
written request to the Head of Finance.
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SOFA Cont’d 2021 2020

£ £

Surplus (Deficit) for the Year 

Surplus (Deficit) before Gains 
(Losses) on Investments

917,103 757,978

Gains (Losses) on Investments 442,962 71,563

Surplus (Deficit) 1,360,065 829,541 

Summarised Balance Sheet
Fixed Assets

Heritage Assets 1,566,950 1,561,959 

Tangible Fixed Assets 717,869 761,271 

Investments at Market Value 5,121,489 4,034,297 

Total Fixed Assets 7,406,308 6,357,527

Current Assets

Debtors 508,505 489,834 

Short Term Deposits 2,995,330 1,631,399 

Cash at Bank and in Hand 647,975 1,807,468 

Total Current Assets 4,151,810 3,928,701

Balance Sheet Cont’d 2021 2020

£ £

Other Liabilities

Creditors due within one year (1,642,015) (1,719,906)

Creditors due after one year (220,353) (203,628)

Net Assets 9,695,750 8,335,685

Funds

Endowment Funds 858,814 782,572

Restricted Funds 2,453,960 2,330,118 

Unrestricted Funds 6,382,976 5,222,995 

Total Funds 9,695,750 8,335,685 



Clockwise from Left: The ‘Discover More’ series looked at the fossil fungi 
Prototaxites; Small, controlled tours were permitted at the end of the year, like 
this one from Morley College; Our Executive Secretary, Elizabeth Rollinson, left 
in February 2021; A partial mandible from Hippopotamus madagascariensis, an 
extinct hippopotamus species described in Madagascar, sampled at the Museum 
für Naturkunde Berlin and later processed at the NHM, London, with support from 
the LinnéSys: Systematics Research Fund (© Georgios Xenikoudakis); LinnéSys: SRF 
awardee Catarina Pinho (pictured) performs a DNA extraction of faecal samples of 
Delalande’s and Vaillant’s skinks (Above Left) from Fogo Island and Rombos Islets, 
Cabo Verde, to investigate diet preferences and better understand the habitat 
partitioning that enabled their co-existence (© Catarina Pinho).
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Public Benefit Core Values & Strategic Planning
The Linnean Society contributes to scientific, cultural, economic 
and social well-being nationally and internationally through 
a broad programme of activities. Our unique ACE-designated 
biological collections and historical resources—and our strong 
focus on biodiversity conservation, sustainability and science 
outreach—support the care and understanding of our planet. 
The Society’s key contributions to public benefit are:

• Safeguarding and promoting the Society’s heritage collections, 
through cataloguing, conservation and digitisation, improving 
access to primary information, making collections freely available 
to view online.

• Advancing and disseminating knowledge through three world-class 
research journals and providing support and recognition through 
grant schemes and awards to emerging scientists and naturalists.

• Engaging the public through regular tours of the collections, 
conferences and free monthly public lectures, while our educational 
programme, which fuses science, history and art, reaches out to 
students of all ages and backgrounds, providing free resources in 
schools, in Burlington House and online.

The Society’s activities contribute to the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) through support for the 
natural world, and through unique resources that illuminate 
environmental and social change. The Society connects academia 
with a diverse public, informing UK Government policy and 
promoting the international profile of the UK as a pre-eminent 
international hub for expertise about the natural world.

The Society’s vision, mission and values are:

Vision: A world where nature is understood, valued and protected.

Mission: To inform, involve and inspire people of all ages and 
backgrounds about nature and its significance through our 
collections, programmes and publications.

Values:
• We are a diverse community of people united by an active   
 interest in nature, its management and conservation. 

• We aim for excellence and integrity in all areas of our activity.

• We use our income and other finances to fulfil our charitable   
 function and declared mission.

• We promote our science to all sectors of society.

• We value diversity and seek to broaden the inclusion of   
 currently under-represented groups. 

• We are an expert voice concerning relevant major issues and   
 challenges of our time. 

In late 2021, the Worshipful Company of Management Consultants 
confirmed its pro bono support to assist with strategic planning 
and implementation throughout 2022. The Society is extremely 
grateful for this generous support. A core Working Group com-
posed of senior staff will form in 2022 to guide the process, and 
the early stages will include consultation with the Society’s many 
different stakeholders.



36

President 
Dr Sandra Knapp

President-elect  
Professor Anjali Goswami

Vice Presidents 
Dr Natasha de Vere
Professor Alan Hildrew
Elaine Shaughnessy
Professor Max Telford

Treasurer  
Edward Banks

SECRETARIES 
Scientific 
Professor Alan Hildrew
Professor Simon Hiscock

Editorial 
Professor Mark Chase FRS

Collections 
Dr John David

COUNCIL
The Officers () 
Robbie Blackhall-Miles
Dr Rich Boden
Professor Brycchan Carey
Kevin Coutinho
Dr Natasha de Vere
Mathew Frith
Dr Olwen Grace  
(retired 2021)
Dr Charlotte Grezo
Professor Paul Henderson 
(retired 2021)

Executive Secretary
Dr Elizabeth Rollinson (until Feb)

CEO
Professor Gail Cardew (from April)

Head of Collections
Dr Isabelle Charmantier 

Librarian
Will Beharrell

Archivist
Liz McGow

Archivist (Maternity Cover)
Alex Milne

Assistant Archivist 
Luke Thorne

Publications Manager
Leonie Berwick

Communications & Events 
Manager 
Padmaparna Ghosh

Digital Assets Manager
Andrea Deneau

Education Manager
Joe Burton

The Team
Head of Finance
Priya Nithianandan

Head of Operations
Helen Shaw

Governance Manager
Cathy Youthed 

Multimedia Content Producer
Ross Ziegelmeier 

BioMedia Meltdown Manager 
Daryl Stenvoll-Wells

Room Hire & Membership 
Assistant   
Tatiana Franco

Conservator
Janet Ashdown

Education Assistant
Zia Forrai

Botanical Journal Assistant
Dr Hassan Rankou

Office Cleaner 
Fatima Mendoca

Professor Alistair 
Hetherington
Stephanie Holt  
(retired 2021)
Angus McCullough
Dr Silvia Pressel  
(retired 2021)
Philip Sadler
Elaine Shaughnessy
Professor Max Telford
Dr Mark Watson

People 
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Committee Membership
The Executive Secretary and Strategic Planning Officer, as well as  
The Officers (), are ex officio (e.o.) members of all Committees.
Our Committee members are drawn from a wide variety of institutions.

Editorial Committee
Professor Mark Chase FRS, the Editorial Secretary (Chair)
The Editors (e.o.) & editorial staff
Representatives from the publisher, OUP
Dr Rebecca A. Farley-Brown, FSC 

Finance Committee
Edward Banks, the Treasurer (Chair)
Head of Finance (e.o.)
Giles Coode-Adams
Dr Charlotte Grezo
Edward Hoare
Professor Gren Lucas OBE

Collections Committee
Dr John David, the Collections Secretary (Chair)

The Curators (e.o.)

Collections staff, and Education staff (e.o.)

Gillian Furlong (resigned 2022)

Susan Gove

Andrea Hart

Dr D. J. Nicholas Hind

Tom Kennett (resigned 2021)

Debbie Lane

Dr Richard Preece (resigned 2022)

Chris Saunders

Dr Anke Timmermann (resigned 2021)

Dr Mark Watson

Curators 
Fish, Shells & General Zoology  Oliver Crimmen 
Insects    Suzanne Ryder 
Plants    Dr Mark A. Spencer 
Artefacts   Glenn Benson

 

Editors
Biological Journal  Professor John A. Allen 
Botanical Journal  Professor Mike Fay 
Zoological Journal  Dr Maarten Christenhusz
Evolutionary Journal  Dr Steven Dodsworth
Synopses Series   Dr John Crothers & Dr Peter J. Hayward 
The Linnean   Gina Douglas
PuLSe    Leonie Berwick
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Programmes Committee
Scientific Secretary, Prof Alan Hildrew (Chair)

Events & Communications Manager (e.o.)

Education Manager (e.o.)

Head of Collections (e.o.)

Professor Jeff Duckett

Dr Michelle Jackson

Dr Leanne Melbourne

Education & Public Engagement Committee
Scientific Secretary, Professor Simon Hiscock (Chair)
Education staff, and Collections staff (e.o.)
Lyn Baber

Charlotte Coales

Michael Holland

Susie Kelpie

Linnean Future: The Planetary Emergency 
Response Committee  
(Expansion of the Taxonomy & Systematics Committee)

Dr Charlotte Grezo, Chair

Events & Communications Manager (e.o.)

Head of Operations (e.o.)

Dr Andy Purvis 

Dr John Box

Geoff Lockwood

Dr Jonathan Mitchley

Professor Dawn Sanders

Dr Jane Taylor



“This will be my first day 
working away from home 
since early December. It is 
amazing how exciting a trip 
to the library can seem!”

—Researcher visiting the  Society

Let me start by saying thank you to all the 
staff, volunteers, Fellows and Council for 
welcoming me so warmly to the Linnean 
Society. For me, 2021 was such a brilliant 
experience, as I learned more about all the 

fantastic projects and people 
that make this unique 

organisation so im-
pactful. I can’t wait 

to embark on 
2022 and see 
what the year 
brings.

We have several interesting plans afoot 
already and, by the time you read this, 
we will have appointed the Society’s 
first Head of Engagement. Our online 
events continue to attract people 
from all over the world, and it has 
been uplifting to see everyone asking 
questions and engaging with both the 
event speakers and each other. But we 
can, and should, do more. With the 
Head of Engagement in place, we aim 
to build on this success by developing 
plans to reach more people, share 
our stories about nature more widely 
and raise our visibility. Whilst doing 
so, we also need to be thoughtful 
about connecting more with under-
represented audiences.

Our communications team has already 
been busy liaising with our publisher 
Oxford University Press to brainstorm 
how we might develop even more 
engaging stories inspired by papers 
from our journals that are suitable 

for a wider audience, including those 
from the newly launched Evolutionary 
Journal of the Linnean Society.

Good governance has been a driving 
factor throughout the year, and will 
continue to be as the Society evolves. 
The Bye-Laws Revision Group will keep 
up the momentum of the hard work 
they’ve started, resulting in Bye-Laws 
that will encompass everything we plan 
to be in the future.

On the topic of planning, we are grateful 
for the assistance of the Worshipful 
Company of Management Consultants, 
who have offered pro bono support 
to help us develop and invigorate 
our strategy. We are facing some 
challenges—the lease at Burlington 
House, the need to think about 
diversifying our income, to name but 
a few—so it will be important to focus 
not just on short-term activities, but 
on longer-term planning to ensure that 
our wonderful organisation thrives.  

Gail Cardew
CEO

Looking Forward � 2022 
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