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JOSEF FRANK: Patterns – Furniture – Painting
LUNCHTIME LECTURE 12:30–13:00 Wednesday 18 January 2017
Explore the work of designer, artist and 
architect Josef Frank (1885–1967) in relation to 
Swedish naturalist Carl Linnaeus (1707–1778). 
Widely considered to be one of Sweden’s most 
important 20th-century designers, Frank’s vibrant 
textile designs are synonymous with Swedish 
Modernism. 

His collaboration with Estrid Ericson and the 
Swedish interiors firm Svenskt Tenn introduced 
bold colour and pattern to mid-century design. 
Yet both looked to Carl Linnaeus for inspiration 
and his use of botanical illustrations as interior decoration. In 1930, Ericson furnished her bedroom 
with a similar scheme, and Frank frequently used hand-coloured botany engravings as well as popular 
stylised images of plants as source material. Learn more about their designs at this lunchtime lecture 
ahead of a major exhibition of Frank’s textiles and furniture at the Fashion and Textile Museum later 
this year (28 January–7 May). 

Celia Joicey is Head of the Fashion and Textile Museum London. She began her career in teaching, 
writing and publishing at The Royal College of Art and The University for the Creative Arts. Celia has 
subsequently worked for the Victoria and Albert Museum and the National Portrait Gallery. 

This event is free and open to all; registration is not necessary. Tea and coffee will be served in the 
Library following the event. Image © Svenskt Tenn.

From Genome Evolution to Animal Diversity: A Tale of Moths and Mammals
EVENING MEETING 18:00–19:00 Thursday 19 January 2017
How have genetic differences shaped 
the diversity of animal life on the planet? 
Evolutionary developmental biology tries to 
answer this question. Much attention has been 
given to ‘regulatory mutations’ that alter when 
and where genes are active. Perhaps all animals 
use the same genes, but in subtly different ways? 
This view overlooks the fact that thousands 
of new genes evolved in each animal group. 
Lepidoptera and mammals reveal fascinating 
examples of novel genes, used to control new 
modes of development, contributing to evolutionary success. The links between molecular evolution 
and animal diversity are elusive, but gradually coming into focus.
Professor Peter Holland FLS FRS is Linacre Professor of Zoology at the University of Oxford and has 
undertaken research into animal evolution for over 30 years. His popular book The Animal Kingdom:  
A Very Short Introduction is available in several languages.

This event is free and open to all; registration is not necessary. Tea will be served in the Library from 
17:30 and the event will be followed by a wine reception. Image: Butterfly eggs © Peter Holland.



Anglo-Nepalese Zoological Illustrations: Brian Houghton Hodgson and 
the Zoology of the Himalayas
LUNCHTIME LECTURE 12:30–13:00 Wednesday 1 February 2017
In this lunchtime lecture, Dr David Lowther 
FLS – Durham University – will talk about 
one of the most important collections of 19th 
-century zoological illustrations. Amassed by 
Brian Houghton Hodgson (1801–1894) in Nepal 
between 1820 and 1843, the collections are now 
held in the archives of the Zoological Society of 
London (ZSL). 
Prompted by ongoing research at the ZSL, this 
short paper explores the complex modern status 
of the watercolours, arguing that the tension 
between art and science has obscured their extraordinary worth as products of a key transitional 
period in European zoology. Beautiful material artefacts of a lost scientific culture, how we interpret 
them in a post-imperial world has profound implications for our understanding of the development of 
the modern life sciences.
This event is free and open to all; registration is not necessary. Tea and coffee will be served in the 
Library following the event. Image © The Zoological Society of London.

So Many Celestial Animals So Vividly Drawn: Birds and Their Images in 
Pre-Linnaean Italy
NATURE READER 18:00–19:00 Thursday 9 February 2017
The Paper Museum, formed by the collector and patron Cassiano dal Pozzo (1588–1657), contains 
more than 200 watercolours of birds, ranging from song-birds, caught locally in the environs of Rome, 
to exotic species from Africa, America and the Indies. The majority of images were made from living, 
freshly dead or preserved birds, and many of the drawings are of exceptional quality. 
Henrietta McBurney Ryan FLS and Carlo Violani FLS will address how the corpus of drawings, together 
with the texts which were written to accompany some of them, provide a fascinating insight into the 
collecting and keeping of birds in early 17th-century Rome; as well as into the state of ornithological 
knowledge a century before Linnaeus.

This event is free and open to all; registration is not necessary. Tea will be served in the Library from 
17:30 and the event will be followed by a wine reception. 

Conservation on a Crowded Island:  
Resolving Conflicts between Wildlife and Development in Britain
EVENING MEETING 18:00–19:00 Thursday 16 February 2017
House building and infrastructure projects are political and social necessities. Successive governments 
have relied on construction to rekindle the country’s economy, whilst our expanding population needs 
housing, transport, and a secure energy supply. With one of the highest human population densities 
in Europe, a recent assessment placed the UK in the bottom third of 218 countries assessed for 
biodiversity intactness (naturalness). So what does the future look like for our wildlife?



In this talk, Fiona Mathews FLS, Chair of the 
Mammal Society and Associate Professor at the 
University of Exeter, will identify the mammals 
that are winning and losing in our changing 
environment. 
She will also show how research can help 
resolve the conflicts between mammals and 
developments, ranging from wind farms to barn 
conversions.

The Vulture Series
LUNCHTIME LECTURE 12:30–13:30 Wednesday 1 March 2017
This lecture series will bring together two 
vulture experts. Dr Campbell Murn FLS is Head 
of Conservation and Research at the Hawk 
Conservancy Trust, and a core member of the 
IUCN Vulture Specialist Group. His talk, Vultures 
in African Landscapes, will uncover why vultures 
are key species in the ecosystems where they 
occur. Apart from consuming more dead animals 
than other scavengers, they are also dedicated 
parents, social and gregarious, extremely fussy 
about being clean, and extraordinarily graceful 
on the wing. Campbell explores their adaptations, place in human history and the many threats they 
face in the modern world.
Vultures throughout the world have been greatly harmed by the activities of man. Before becoming 
a painter and designer, Nigel Hughes FLS was the National Trust’s land agent in Northern Ireland. 
Major themes for his paintings have been the Cracidae and the Cathartidae families, both from a 
conservationist standpoint. Nigel Hughes studied all of them in Argentina, Chile, Bolivia, Mexico, 
Guatemala, Perú, California and Kansas. New World Vultures will take you on a journey across the 
American continent, from Cape Horn to the Great Lakes.
This event is free and open to all; registration is not necessary. Tea and coffee will be served in the 
Library following the event.

Transmissible Cancers in Tasmanian Devils
EVENING MEETING 18:00–19:00 Thursday 16 March 2017
Tasmanian devils are marsupial carnivores endemic to the Australian island of Tasmania. This species 
is endangered due to the emergence of a transmissible cancer that is spread between individuals by 
the physical transmission of living cancer cells by biting. This cancer causes disfiguring facial tumours, 
which usually result in the death of affected devils within months. The disease has caused a devastating 
decline in the devil population, and there is concern that it could lead to the extinction of the species.  

This event is free and open to all; registration is not necessary. Tea will be served in the Library from 
17:30 and the event will be followed by a wine reception.



Elizabeth Murchison is a geneticist at the 
University of Cambridge who studies the evolution 
of transmissible cancers. She will discuss recent 
genetic analysis of transmissible cancers in 
Tasmanian devils, and explain how these studies 
are revealing patterns of disease spread through 
the population. Her studies are providing a 
detailed insight into how cancer cells can escape 
from their hosts and become infectious agents.

Museums in a Digital World
LUNCHTIME LECTURE 12:30–13:00 Wednesday 5 April 2017
The basis of every museum is their physical collection of objects, they could not exist without them. In 
recent decades museums have put significant resources into digitising collections, particularly through 
photography. This lunchtime lecture will explore some of the reasons behind digitising collections, and 
will ask what museums are doing with their new collections of digital objects. This has a huge potential 
for how museums and other organisations could use object images, but are museums being realistic 
about how their images might be used? Jack Ashby FLS, Manager of the Grant Museum of Zoology 
at University College London, will talk through some of the ways museums have been embracing 
digitisation, and the possibilities for museums on social media.

This event is free and open to all; registration is not necessary. Tea and coffee will be served in the Library 
following the event.

Reginald Punnett: Father of British Genetics – Marking the 50th Anniversary
DAY MEETING Wednesday 22 March 2017
Reginald Crundall Punnett, the first Professor of 
Genetics at Cambridge University, died 50 years 
ago. He invented the Punnett Square, used in the 
teaching of generations of students of Biology. 

This meeting will commemorate this remarkable 
man, whose work in livestock breeding was 
revolutionary. The discovery of colour sex linkage 
in poultry is still a vital tool in commercial breeding 
and food production throughout the world. 
Speakers will present current aspects of genetics 
which have carried on the science from Punnett’s 
own work at Cambridge, and some of the remarkable stories of his classic books and the breeds he 
created. There will be contributions from Anne Ferguson-Smith and her colleagues in the Department of 
Genetics at Cambridge, Maarten de Groot from VHL Genetics in Holland, Libby Henson from Grassroots 
Pedigree Systems, and Andrew Sheppy, President of the Autosexing Breeds Association.

Registration for this event is essential via www.linnean.org/events. Image © Andrew Sheppy.

This event is free and open to all; registration is not necessary. Tea will be served in the Library from 
17:30 and the event will be followed by a wine reception. Image © Maximilian Stammnitz.



Science Policy Lecture 2017 – Evidence, Expertise and Policy
EVENING MEETING 18:00–19:00 Thursday 20 April 2017
In association with the Systematics Association
Expert advice is an indispensible feature of modern societies. But who are the ‘experts’? Why are they 
trusted (or not)? What is their role? And why is their advice variously accepted, sidelined or ignored? 
This Lecture will draw on Susan Owens’ extended study of a long-standing advisory body, the Royal 
Commission on Environmental Pollution (1970–2011). The Commission delivered 33 reports over 
four decades of environmental policy formation. Close study of its practices and influence reveals a 
fascinating picture of an advisory body, and enables wider lessons to be drawn about the interplay of 
knowledge, expertise and policy.
This event is free and open to all; registration is not necessary. Tea will be served in the Library from 
17:30 and the event will be followed by a wine reception.

Anniversary Meeting 2017
SPECIAL MEETING 16:00–19:00 Wednesday 24 May 2017
This event is the Linnean Society of London’s 
Annual General Meeting. The event begins with 
the presentation of annual medals, recognising 
outstanding contributions to the Natural 
Sciences and will be followed by the AGM and 
the Presidential Address from Professor Paul 
Brakefield FRS PLS. 
Following the Anniversary Meeting, Fellows 
and their guests are invited to accompany the 
President, Officers and Medal winners to dinner. 

This meeting is for Fellows and their guests only, registration for the event dinner is essential via  
www.linnean.org/events. Image by Helen Cowdy © The Linnean Society of London.

Fascination of Plants Day
LUNCHTIME LECTURE 12:30–13:00 Wednesday 10 May 2017
In association with the Royal Society of Biology 

Monique Simmonds FLS, Deputy Director of 
Science, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, researchs 
the traditional and economic uses of plants and 
fungi, their potential as cosmetic, novel food, 
pharmaceutical and agrochemical leads, and as 
sources of sustainably-harvested products. 

This event is free and open to all; registration is 
not necessary. Tea and coffee will be served in the 
Library following the event. Image © France3470, 
Wikimedia Commons.



Reproduction in Sponges: Genes, Structures and Ecological Patterns 
EVENING MEETING 18:00–19:00 Thursday 15 June 2017
Sponges are fascinating animals in all senses: 
they are morphologically simple but molecularly 
complex, they inhabit all oceans and freshwater 
habitats, from shallow water to deep sea. Such 
diversity is also present in their reproductive 
strategies. Whether sponges have one reproductive 
strategy or another has profound implications for 
their population dynamics, connectivity patterns 
which can affect their adaptive strategies, and how 
they face environmental changes. 
Dr Ana Riesgo Gil is a Life Science researcher at 
the Natural History Museum, London. Her research spans from transcriptomics to electron microscopy 
approaches to various biological and ecological questions including speciation, adaptation and genetic 
connectivity.
This event is free and open to all; registration is not necessary. Tea will be served in the Library from 
17:30 and the event will be followed by a wine reception. Image © Ana Riesgo Gil.

Conversazione 2017
SPECIAL MEETING Saturday 8 July 2017 @ The University of Oxford Botanic Garden
Founded in 1621, the University of Oxford Botanic Garden is the oldest in Britain and the most compact, 
yet diverse collection of plants in the World. Welcomed by its Director, Professor Simon Hiscock FLS, 
Fellows will have the opportunity to meet other Fellows and enjoy tours around the Garden and the 
glasshouses. Lunch will be served in the Conservatory and the event will conclude with an afternoon tea.
This meeting is for Fellows and their guests only, registration for this event is essential via 
 www.linnean.org/events

Starting the Revolution from my Easel
LUNCHTIME LECTURE 
12:30–13:00 Wednesday 7 June 2017
Plant blindness, the inability to recognise the 
importance of plants, is a considerable problem. 
We can assume that without sufficient recognition 
it is unlikely that policies in plant conservation 
will  be supported at a time when we need them 
the most. In this talk, Jess Shepherd FLS will look 
at how contemporary botanical art can work 
as a visual language that can bring greater awareness of the botanical world to everyone. Jess is a 
botanist and artist specifically trained in plant taxonomy. She has experience in curating historical and 
contemporary natural history collections from her work at Plymouth City Museum, the Royal Botanic 
Garden, Edinburgh and the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.
This event is free and open to all; registration is not necessary. Tea and coffee will be served in the 
Library following the event. Image © Jess Shepherd.



EDUCATION EVENTS 
Highlighting Biology with Fluorescence Microscopy Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 March 2017
In collaboration with the Departments of Genetics and Pharmacology at the University of Cambridge, 
the Linnean Learning Team will be exhibiting at the Cambridge Science Festival. Join us to explore the 
wonders of Green Fluorescent Protein (GFP) and its critical role in life sciences research. You will get to 
see genetic engineering and GFP in action through ‘glow-in-the-dark’ living organisms, take on the role 
of a scientist and prepare your own microscope slides for viewing, and even channel your inner Van 
Gogh to make fluorescent life sciences artwork.

Science Week 2017 TBC March 2017
As part of Science Week 2017, Linnean Learning will be partnering with St James’s Church – Piccadilly, 
London – on a programme of science talks and hands-on activities. Details are still being worked out, 
but it promises to be exciting, novel, and a little bit messy!

GENERAL EVENTS
Linnean Society Treasures Tours
TOURS 13:30–14:30 Wednesday 18 January, Wednesday 1 February, Wednesday 1 March, 
Wednesday 5 April, Wednesday 10 May, Wednesday 7 June 2017
These ever-popular tours include a visit to the Meeting Room, complete with portraits of Charles 
Darwin and Alfred Russel Wallace; the Linnaean Collections, housed in an underground bomb-proof 
strongroom; and the Library Reading Room, a stunning room that never fails to impress visitors and 
researchers alike. Registration for the tours is essential via www.linnean.org/Events

The Linnean Learning Team will also be exhibiting at various science festivals and careers fairs throughout the year. 
Follow us on Twitter @LinneanLearning to keep up to date with all our events and news.

Stay up to date with all of our events and activities at: www.linnean.org/events 
Sign up to our e-newsletter LinneanNews
Follow us on Twitter: @LinneanSociety 
and Facebook: /linneansociety

The Linnean Society of London I Burlington House I Piccadilly I London W1J 0BF  
Tel: +44 (0)20 7434 4479 I Email: info@linnean.org I Web: www.linnean.org
Charity Reference No. 220509 I VAT Registration No. 512524678

REGIONAL EVENTS
Exploring Equatorial Wales: The Life and Times of our Ancient Tropical Swamp
Tuesday 10 January 2017 @ National Museum of Wales
Speaker: Chris Cleal. Registration is not necessary. 

Natural History of Nightshades: Diversity and Evolution in the Solanaceae
Wednesday 15 March 2017 @ Plymouth University, PL4 8AA
Speaker: Dr Sandy Knapp FLS. Registration is essential via www.plymouth.ac.uk
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