The Linnean Society of London
Programme of Events

Spring–Summer 2019

Can Fossils Solve the Origin of Comb Jellies?
LUNCHTIME LECTURE 12:30–13:00 Wednesday 9 January 2019

Comb jellies, widespread in modern oceans, are
gelatinous organisms adorned with remarkable
iridescent combs. Recent studies have suggested
that these animals may be the deepest branch
in the animal tree of life. This has resulted in an
ongoing controversy as it would dramatically
change our thoughts on the animal tree of life.
Fossils may reveal important clues as to how
organisms evolved and are related. A number of
stunning Cambrian fossils will be presented that
help us understand how comb jellies evolved.
Speaker: Dr Jakob Vinther
This event is free. Please register via our website. Tea will be served in the Library following the lecture. Also
following our lecture will be a Treasures Tour (see General Events for details). Image © Alexander Semenov.

Adaptations of Mammals to Urban Living
EVENING MEETING 18:00–19:00 Thursday 17 January 2019

Globally urban areas are expanding to support
human populations but these areas have an
impact on biodiversity and few species can
tolerant and thrive in the new urban landscapes.
Foxes, badgers and hedgehogs are UK mammals
that have managed to adapt to urban habitats.
In this lecture we will explore how they have
adapted to urban living and their relationship with
humans and each other in these environments.
Speaker: Prof Dawn Scott
This event is free. Please register via our website.
Tea will be served in the Library from 17:30 and the lecture will be followed by a white wine reception.
Image © Dawn Scott.

Linnean Society Student Conference
DAY MEETING 10:00–17:30 Friday 1 February 2019
Come and listen to the next generation of
natural historians speak about their research.
In this all new conference we will be testing
research students’ public engagement skills
through both oral and poster competitions.
Support these up-and-coming scientists and
learn about the latest natural history research.
The conference will end with a guest lecture by
Prof Mike Benton FLS, University of Bristol.

Registration includes lunch, refreshments and a drinks reception. Please register via our website.
Image © The Linnean Society of London.

Deceivers, Doppelgangers and Degenerates
LUNCHTIME LECTURE 12:30–13:00 Wednesday 13 February 2019
Animals are dazzlingly diverse, yet we know
next to nothing about them, from how many
species there are on Earth to how they live. Why
is this? In this talk we will explore this question
and offer some answers that may surprise you
and even provide a whole new perspective
on how much we still have to discover.
Speaker: Dr Ross Piper

This event is free. Please register via our
website. Tea will be served in the Library following the lecture. Also following our lecture will be a
Treasures Tour (see General Events for details). Image © Ross Piper.

Annual Debate: The Future of Plant Science
EVENING MEETING 18:00–19:00 Thursday 21 February 2019

In association with the London Evolutionary Research Network (LERN).
Plant science has never been more important
or relevant. We live in a demanding age, where
environmental change along with increasing
populations, demand for food, clothes, fibre
and shelter all create pressures. What role does
plant biology play in addressing these global
problems and what challenges currently face
plant biologists? Should the next generation of
plant biologists be looking to revolutionise the
current field?
This event is free. Please register via our website. Tea will be served in the Library from 17:30 and the
lecture will be followed by a white wine reception. Image © Pixabay.

The History of Seed Exchange
LUNCHTIME LECTURE 12:30–13:00 Wednesday 6 March 2019

This lecture will explore the material practices
of exchanging and saving seeds during the long
eighteenth century. Drawing on the Linnean
Society’s rich carpological collections, this
lecture will trace the ways in which manuscript
and print materials were fashioned into seed
packets. How novel and rare seeds moved
through social networks and the literary
apparatus required to participate in such
seed exchanges will be the focus of this talk.
Speaker: Dr Maria Zytaruk
This event is free. Please register via our website. Tea will be served in the Library following the lecture.
Also following our lecture will be a Treasures Tour (see General Events for details).
Image © The Linnean Society of London.

Nature’s Palette: Understanding how Flowers Pattern their Petals
EVENING MEETING 18:00–19:00 Thursday 21 March 2019

Flowering plants very often display striking
patterns on their petals. These patterns are key
to attract pollinators and are very elaborate,
combining different pigmentations but also
an amazing array of microscopic features that
play a key role in plant-insects communication.
How flowering plants control the development
of their petals to produce those patterns is still
mysterious. This talk will explore the function and
evolution of floral patterning before looking at
what plant scientists are doing to try and solve this enigma. Speaker: Dr Edwige Moyroud
This event is free. Please register via our website. Tea will be served in the Library from 17:30 and the
lecture will be followed by a white wine reception. Image © Edwige Moyroud.

Linnean Society Conference: Diversity within Natural History
DAY MEETING 10:00–17:00 Friday 22 March 2019

23.9% of students studying biosciences in the
UK are minority ethnic, yet only 4.4% make it
as Professors. Why is that? This conference will
try to address this while also celebrating the
contributions of ethnic minorities to natural history.
Talks will include looking to the past to uncover
unsung heros and hidden treasures throughout
natural history; current experiences for ethnic
minorites within the field and what initiatives
are underway to counteract this narrative.
Speakers include: Prof Pratik Chakrabarti,
Miranda Lowe FLS, Claire Banks, Prof Richard Pancost and Karlene Mahoney
Registration (£15) includes lunch, refreshments and a drinks reception. Please register via our website.
Image © The Linnean Society of London.

BioMedia Meltdown Celebration Evening
LINNEAN LEARNING 17:00–19:00 Thursday 28 March 2019

BioMedia Meltdown is the competition where
science and art collide for students aged 11–14.
This project, led and funded by the Society,
gives students the opportunity to show off their
understanding of scientific topics utilising a wide
variety of media. Come and spend the evening
with us at Burlington House; all finalists’ art work
will be displayed throughout the building. There
will be an opportunity to vote for your favourite
piece, as well as be a part of some creative
science activities, with additional prizes to be won! The evening will finish with the awarding of prizes to
the successful finalists in the Society’s historic meeting room.
This event is free. Please register via our website. Refreshments will be provided.
Image © The Linnean Society of London.

Reforming the Whale
LUNCHTIME LECTURE 12:30–13:00 Wednesday 3 April 2019

Humankind and whales have had a remarkably
long but rather bloody relationship from
prehistory, when stranded carcasses provided
food to coastal communities, to the heyday
of industrial whaling, when they were
‘mined’ for their precious oil. However, it is
only relatively recently that much of their
complex biology has started to become clear.
Speaker: Mark Peter Simmonds OBE
This event is free. Please register via our website.
Tea will be served in the Library following the lecture. Also following our lecture will be a Treasures Tour
(see General Events for details).

How and Why Biological Shapes change during Evolution
EVENING MEETING 18:00–19:00 Thursday 18 April 2019

In 1917, D’Arcy Thompson in On Growth and
Form claimed that living organisms should
be viewed as geometric shapes. He also
suggested that “laws of growth” could explain
making biological forms, and that changes in
development, rather than natural selection,
explain biological shape diversity. This contradicts
the notion that environmental factors primarily
produce variation (mainstream Darwinism).
We can now demonstrate that developmental
processes provide important, often pivotal,
directives and constraints for the generation of biodiversity. Speaker: Dr Arkhat Abzhanov
This event is free. Please register via our website. Tea will be served in the Library from 17:30 and the
lecture will be followed by a white wine reception. Image © Arkhat Abzhanov.

Putting Flesh on Ancient Bones
LUNCHTIME LECTURE 12:30–13:00 Wednesday 1 May 2019

The origins and early evolution of dinosaurs
remain controversial, partially due to the
challenging nature of early dinosaur remains.
However, CT-scanning and digital approaches
allow damage to be corrected, revealing fossils in
never-before-seen detail. Comparative study then
allows these reconstructions to be fleshed-out
with soft tissues, and biomechanical modelling
enables ideas about how dinosaurs behaved to be
tested. From this, the study of feeding behaviours
in early dinosaurs and how this relates to the
diversification and ecological dominance of the group can be analysed. Speaker: Dr David Button
This event is free. Please register via our website. Tea will be served in the Library following the lecture. Also
following our lecture will be a Treasures Tour (see General Events for details). Image © David Button.

Evolution in the Genome: Studying Brightly-Coloured Tropical Butterflies to
Understand Evolution and Speciation
EVENING MEETING 18:00–19:00 Thursday 16 May 2019

Since Darwin, the remarkable mimicry seen
among South American Heliconius butterflies
has fascinated evolutionary biologists. These
butterflies have a unique series of adaptations,
i.e. larvae that feed on toxic passion vines, but
they are best known for the great diversity
of bright wing patterns. In addition, different
species converge on the same wing patterns in
order to signal distastefulness to predators, a
famous example of mimicry. By following the
signatures of these patterns in the genome, we have shown that genes are often exchanged between
species through hybridisation, and can be recombined into new combinations to generate novelty. The
patterns of sharing among species challenge our understanding of species as the units of evolution.
Speaker: Prof Chris Jiggins
This event is free. Please register via our website. Tea will be served in the Library from 17:30 and the lecture
will be followed by a white wine reception. Image © Pixabay.

Anniversary Meeting
SPECIAL MEETING 16:00–19:00 Friday 24 May 2019
This event is the Linnean Society of London’s
Annual General Meeting. The event begins with
the presentation of annual medals, recognising
outstanding contributions to the Natural Sciences
and will be followed by the AGM and the
Presidential Address from Dr Sandy Knapp PLS.
This meeting is for Fellows and their guests only,
registration via our website for the event dinner is
essential. Image © The Linnean Society of London.

Plants of the Qur’ān and other Religious Texts
LUNCHTIME LECTURE 12:30–13:00 Wednesday 5 June 2019

About 75 plants are mentioned in the Qur’ān
and other Islamic texts, and about 130 in
Biblical texts. Most plants have a history
of use as food, medicine or are valued
for a particular characteristic they hold.
Several plants mentioned in Islamic texts
are associated with the history and culture
of the region where Islam originated
and flourished. This is important as a
loss of a species means a loss of history
and culture that is associated with it, especially in its native environment. This talk will
reflect how religious texts are important in preserving plants, their cultural history and value.
Speaker: Dr Shahina A Ghazanfar FLS
This event is free. Please register via our website. Tea will be served in the Library following the lecture. Also
following our lecture will be a Treasures Tour (see General Events for details). Image © Shahina Ghazanfar.

American Eden: David Hosack, Botany, and Medicine in the Garden of the
Early Republic
EVENING MEETING 18:00–19:00 Thursday 20 June 2019

In 1801, New Yorker David Hosack, known
for being the attending physician at the duel
between Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr,
founded the first public botanical garden in
the United States. Inspired by his botanical
studies in the 1790s at the Linnean Society, he
became a Fellow in 1794. Hosack continued to
be involved with the Society, corresponding
with Sir James Edward Smith and Sir Joseph
Banks, exchanging books and sending over
students. This talk will recount how Hosack’s connection to the Linnean Society decisively shaped
the future of American botany. Today Hosack’s former garden is the site of Rockefeller Center.
Speaker: Victoria Johnson
This event is free. Please register via our website. Tea will be served in the Library from 17:30 and the
lecture will be followed by a white wine reception. Image © Liveright Publishing Corporation.

Linnean Society Field Trip
SPECIAL EVENT Summer 2019
Following on from the success of our first
Field Trip, in association with the Field Studies
Council, we will be hosting another Field Trip in
the Summer of 2019 in Devon. Visit our website
in early January for more details.

REGIONAL LECTURES
Cardiff, Wales
Of Darwin and Dwarfs: Sea Levels, Ice Ages and Evolution
Tuesday 12 February 2019 (18:30–19:30)
Hosted by Cardiff University. Speaker: Prof Adrian Lister FLS

Plymouth
The Value of Nature in a Warming World (rescheduled from last year)
Wednesday 13 March 2019 (18:00–19:00)
Hosted by University of Plymouth. Speaker: Prof Nathalie Seddon

CHANGES TO THE EVENT BOOKINGS
From January 2019 onwards

For evening meetings, there will be a set number of Fellows-only tickets made available via our website.
Each Fellow will be able to book up to two tickets (one for themself and a guest). If there are still Fellows
-only tickets free a week prior to the event, they will be released to general public.

GENERAL EVENTS
Linnean Society Treasures Tours
13:30–15:00 Wednesday 9 January, Wednesday 13 February, Wednesday 6 March,
Wednesday 3 April, Wednesday 1 May and Wednesday 5 June.
These ever-popular tours include a visit to
the Meeting Room, complete with portraits
of Charles Darwin and Alfred Russel Wallace;
the Linnaean Collections, housed in an
underground bomb-proof strongroom; and
the Library Reading Room, a stunning room
that never fails to impress visitors and
researchers alike.
Registration for the tours is essential via our
website. Tours are held after our Linnean Lunchtime
Lectures. Image © The Linnean Society of London.

By adopting a stunning book, manuscript or artwork you will:
LEAVE A LASTING LEGACY: a name of your choice will stay associated with
your item.
GET A CERTIFICATE: with information about your item.
GET CLOSER: via a special tour of our treasures for you and your guests.*
SHARE THE LIMELIGHT: once conserved, your item will be displayed with
recognition of your contribution.*
*subject to adoption level
For more information please email library@linnean.org

Stay up to date by signing up to our e-newsletter https://www.linnean.org/meetings-and-events
Follow us on social media:

@LinneanSociety @LinneanLearning
@LinneanSociety

linneansociety
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