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“Hello and welcome to SFARConf 2022!”

This conference is a celebration of the bright futures 
ahead that are filled with opportunities. We are 
bringing together a unique mix of undergraduates, 
Masters and PhD students from all over the world to 
talk with one another, listen to fantastic speakers and 
learn new skills.

We are so pleased to be welcoming our speakers who 
are a wonderful range of people from a variety of 
professions and backgrounds.

This is an online conference, taking place across 
multiple platforms. Discord is our conference hub, a 
place for attendees to interact; Zoom is our chosen 
video platform which will host all of our talks; and 
finally Wonder is a platform that is brilliant for 
networking sessions. 

We have selected these platforms carefully to create 
the best experience for you, and you can curate your 
own experience of the conference.

This conference was produced by a mighty organising 
team including five students: Daisy, Dingha, Isobel, 
Jessica, and Wasim. These students have worked hard 
to create an experience that we hope you benefit a lot 
from.

If you have any feedback which will help us improve, 
you can use this Feedback Form.

Have a great #SFARConf

Amy Padfield - British Ecological Society
Joe Burton - Linnean Society of London

http://www.linnean.org
https://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/
https://forms.office.com/r/bZmPG4VZsc
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programme overview
All links will be posted on the Discord server (click here), but you can 
also click on the yellow and pink bars below to join each event.

(GMT)

http://www.linnean.org
https://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86362754037
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88971654018
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81449912977
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83290796893
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84595803481
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89452746021
https://app.wonder.me?spaceId=56a9984b-d73d-4d12-83a4-6718573399a6
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83477410441
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88973575060
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84010537638
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82620067433
https://discord.gg/zQ6RwMjGVd
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“The Meme Lord Award!”

Create and submit a new meme that has a nature-
focus. to win goodies from the Linnean Society of 
London.

You can make memes easily with
online meme generatorsonline meme generators.

“The Nature Phantastic Photographer!”

Submit a nature photo that you have taken during 
the conference (Monday - Friday) to win a prize 
from the Royal Society of BiologyRoyal Society of Biology.

“The Best Conference Companion!”

Submit a photo of your conference companion to 
win goodies from the British Ecological SocietyBritish Ecological Society.

Please note that conference companions can come 
in all shapes and sizes.

“My Bug Bestie!”

Send us a picture of a wild ‘bug’ that you’ve 
identified during the conference (Monday - Friday) 
to win a prize from the Royal Entomological Royal Entomological 
SocietySociety. We will accept non-insect bugs!

“The Socialite!”

Tweet like the brown thrasher bird to win a prize 
from Wildlife AcouticsWildlife Acoutics. Please post on Twitter 
using the hashtag #SFARConf

“Conference Bingo!”

Complete all of the tasks and shout BINGO on 
Discord to be entered into a draw to win prizes 
from the Field Studies Council.

Bingo Tasks:
1. Add your location to the  Delegate MapDelegate Map
2. Introduce yourself on Discord
3. Enter another competition
4. Ask a speaker a question
5. If you have twitter, tweet #SFARConf
6. Take a look at the Linnean Society and British 
Ecological Society websites

competitions
We love competitions! We are very grateful to several supporters who 
have provided generous prizes. Check out their websites via the links.

http://www.linnean.org
https://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/
http://linnean.org/
http://linnean.org/
https://imgflip.com/memegenerator
https://www.rsb.org.uk/
https://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/
https://www.royensoc.co.uk/
https://www.royensoc.co.uk/
https://www.wildlifeacoustics.com/
https://padlet.com/sfarconf/delegatemap
https://padlet.com/sfarconf/delegatemap22
https://www.linnean.org/
https://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/
https://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/
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Anjali Goswami is the President-Elect of the Linnean 
Society of London, and Research Leader in Life 
Sciences and Dean of Postgraduate Education at the 
Natural History Museum. Anjali is a leader in the field 
of phenomics, an international spokesperson for the 
science of natural history and is focussed on promoting 
diversity and inclusion in STEM subjects.

Yadvinder Malhi is President of the British Ecological 
Society, and Professor of Ecosystem Science at the 
University of Oxford. Yadvinder is passionate about 
bringing the natural world into the forefront of how we 
think about our lives and the future, and strengthening 
and supporting links with ecology in tropical countries.

he/him
Chaired by: Joe Burton & Amy Padfield

he/they she/her

Making the most of #SFARConf      Mon 13:00 - 14:00
 
Join us for a welcome and overview of the Student Futures and 
Research Conference - we will be covering what to expect during 
the conference, as well as hearing about the competitions and 
prizes you can win throughout.

session details: Monday
The focus of this day is settling in and setting personal goals!

http://www.linnean.org
https://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/
https://twitter.com/anjgoswami
http://www.twitter.com/ymalhi
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Nick Harvey is a Policy Officer at the BES. Nick 
completed a conservation science PhD in 2021 that 
focused on black rhinos in Kenya. He is interested in 
policy that is evidence-based and socially just.

he/him

Fran Tattersall is the European Business Development 
Consultant for Wildlife Acoustics. Her role entails 
working with researchers and ecological consultants to 
help them understand how they can use bioacoustics 
in their working lives. She is passionate about wildlife 
conservation and climate change.

she/her

Richard Thompson is Director of the University of 
Plymouth Marine Institute and leads the International 
Marine Litter Research Unit. Richard was the first to 
describe microplastics.

Grace Johnson is the Hedgehog Officer for Hedgehog 
Street, a joint conservation campaign by People’s Trust 
for Endangered Species and The British Hedgehog 
Preservation Society.

she/her

The Professions Panel         Tues 10:00 - 11:00
 
There are hundreds of careers available to graduates of the 
biosciences. In this panel, we will hear from people who took 
different routes out of university and learn their top tips for starting 
your careers.

Chaired by: Zia

they/them

session details: Tuesday morning
The focus of this day is careers!

http://www.linnean.org
https://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/
http://www.twitter.com/NickCHarvey
http://www.linkedin.com/in/nick-colin-harvey
https://www.linkedin.com/in/fran-tattersall-160ab61b/
https://www.twitter.com/JohnsonGrace01
https://twitter.com/profrthompson
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Melanie Edgar is ELM Development Manager at the 
Forestry Commission in Sustainable Forest Management 
and is also the early career representative on the Board 
of Trustees at the British Ecological Society.

they/them

Dan Forman is Associate Professor at Swansea 
University and has expertise in areas such as carnivore 
ecology and conservation, wildlife disease, ecological 
monitoring and otter ecology to name a few. He has a 
particular interest in practical skills development and 
inclusivity in education.

Careers Kickstart!         Tues 13:00 - 13:30
 
How can you overcome challenges to kickstart your career?
Dan & Melanie will give you their perspectives and share how 
students can improve their employability to launch into the world 
of work.

Chaired by: Amy Padfield

she/her

session details: tuesday afternoon
Careers continued...

http://www.linnean.org
https://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/
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Francisca Rockey is a geographer, writer and the 
Founder & Director of Black Geographers, supporting 
the next generation of black geographers and 
geoscientists’.

she/her

Kelsey Byers is a Group Leader at the John Innes 
Centre in Norwich. Kelsey has a PhD in evolutionary 
chemical ecology and is passionate about diversity in 
STEM, especially the inclusion of disabled people.

any/all

Reuben Fakoya Brooks is a zoologist, photojournalist 
and the Founder & Chair of the REED ( formerly BAME) 
Ecological Network at the British Ecological Society.

he/him

Are the Natural Sciences Inclusive?        Wed 13:00 - 15:30

Short answer... no! In this session we’ll be hearing from five 
people about their own experiences to grapple with how the 
natural sciences can be exclusionary to a variety of demographics. 

We will discuss what can be done to improve the situation and 
what support is available.

Chaired by: Melanie Edgar & Tanith Hackney

she/herthey/them

session details: WEDNESDAY
The focus of this day is sharing experiences and thinking about inclusion!

http://www.linnean.org
https://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/
http://www.twitter.com/plantpollinator
https://twitter.com/franciscarockey
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kelsey-jrp-byers
https://www.linkedin.com/in/franciscarockey
https://twitter.com/FakoyaBrooks
https://www.linkedin.com/in/reuben-fakoya-brooks-a47700133/
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The Attendee Networking Event         Thurs 17:00 - 18:00

In this special event, attendees will have an opportunity to interact with 
each-other in a fun & friendly way.  
Things you should bring:
something red, green or blue    two things that are true about you
some paper and a pen/pencil   one lie about yourself

Research & Funding Workshop 
Thurs 15:30 - 16:00 

Learn how funding is 
allocated to researchers, 
where it comes from, who the
key funders are, and how to 
approach them.

Graziella Iossa is a Senior Lecturer 
in Zoology at the University of 
Lincoln. Graziella is an evolutionary 
ecologist with interests in 
evolutionary and ecological 
mechanisms, particularly on 
reproduction and the interplay of 
evolution, behaviour and ecology.

The Publishing Workshop 
Thurs 14:30 - 15:00

Find out about the world of 
publishing, from student 
journals to your first 
published paper.

Katie Field is Professor of Plant-
Soil Processes at the University of 
Sheffield and Senior Editor at the 
BES Journal ‘Functional Ecology’. 
Katie studies how roots interact 
with micro-organisms, particularly 
symbiotic soil fungi, in evolutionary, 
ecological & agricultural contexts.

The Sci-Comm Workshop 
Thurs 12:00 - 12:30

Join Sarah on a tour of 
science communication,
exploring what sci-comm is, 
why it’s important, and what 
opportunities could be out there.

Sarah Cosgriff is a science 
communicator and trainer who 
works for the Association for 
Science Education and Schools OUT 
UK, an LGBT+ education charity . 
She is passionate about working 
with young audiences and inclusive 
practice in science engagement.

she/her

she/her

The CV Workshop
Thurs 10:00 - 10:30

Develop your CV and 
hear top tips to stand
out within different natural 
science industries.

Matt Jones is a qualified Careers 
Guidance Practitioner and Careers 
Educator at York St John University 
and has worked within careers and 
employability for over six years, 
supporting students, graduates and 
postgraduates in Higher Education 
since 2017.

he/him

session details: thursday
The focus of this day is skills! 

http://www.linnean.org
https://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/
https://twitter.com/g_iossa
https://www.linkedin.com/in/katie-field-3344854b/
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Zenobia Lewis is an evolutionary ecologist at the 
University of Liverpool, researching insect mating 
strategies. Zen is the student employability lead for 
her department, Chairs the BES Education and Careers 
Committee, and is passionate about equality, diversity, 
and inclusivity in academia.

she/her

Julia Migné is the Director of Conservation Optimism, a 
community dedicated to empowering people to engage 
with nature. Julia is a conservationist and podcaster 
specialised in science communication.

she/her

John Spicer is a marine zoologist at the University 
of Plymouth’s Marine Institute with expertise in 
ecophysiology. His research interests focus on marine 
physiology, evolution and response to climate change.

Reflecting on your Futures & Wrap Up     Fri 15:00 - 15:45

We invite all attendees to come together and reflect on the 
futures about to unfold. We will discuss options ahead and key 
skills.

Chaired by: Joe Burton & Amy Padfield

he/they she/her

Future Outlooks                 Fri 13:00 - 14:00

This session will explore some key global challenges and how 
they might be approached - and what has changed since the 
pandemic?

Chaired by: William Kay

he/him

session details: friday
The focus of this day is reflecting and setting goals for the future!

http://www.linnean.org
https://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/
https://www.twitter.com/Zen_of_Science
https://www.linkedin.com/in/zenobia-lewis-906809a/
https://twitter.com/realdocspicer
https://twitter.com/JuliaMigne
https://www.linkedin.com/in/john-spicer-1b543a110/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/julia-mign%C3%A9-16b80a76/
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Chartered Institute of 
Ecology and Environmental 
Management
Weds 11:30 - 12:00

CIEEM is the leading 
professional membership body 
representing and supporting 
ecologists and environmental 
managers in the UK, Ireland 
and abroad, with a vision of a 
healthy natural environment 
for the benefit of current and 
future generations.

Disabled Students UK
Weds 11:00 - 11:30

Disabled Students UK is 
a grassroots student-led 
organisation,
working to make universities 
truly accountable to their 
disabled students and to 
disability law. DS-UK has over 
500 contributors from 60 
different universities.

Royal Entomological Society 
Tues 15:00 - 15:30

The Royal Entomological 
Society is devoted to 
the understanding and 
development of insect science. 

We support international 
collaboration, research and 
publication. We want to enrich 
the world with insect science.

Field Studies Council
Tues 12:00 - 12:30

The Field Studies Council 
provides outdoor learning 
experiences. 
For over 75 years, we pride 
ourselves on being experts 
in education, fieldwork and 
bringing the experience of 
learning outdoors, to people of 
all ages and abilities. 

Royal Society of Biology
Tues 11:30 - 12:00

The Royal Society of Biology 
is a unified voice for biology: 
advising Government and 
influencing policy; advancing 
education and professional 
development; supporting our 
biologists, and engaging and 
encouraging public interest in 
the life sciences.

meet the organistations
We have four organisations eager to chat with you directly 
via Discord at specific times.

http://www.linnean.org
https://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/chartered-institute-of-ecology-and-environmental-management-cieem-/
https://twitter.com/CIEEMnet
http://www.cieem.net
http://www.disabledstudents.co.uk
https://twitter.com/DisInHigherEd
https://www.linkedin.com/company/disabled-students-uk/
http://www.disabledstudents.co.uk
https://www.royensoc.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/RoyEntSoc
https://www.linkedin.com/company/royal-entomological-society/
https://www.field-studies-council.org/
https://twitter.com/FieldStudiesC
https://www.linkedin.com/company/field-studies-council/
https://www.rsb.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/RoyalSocBio
https://www.linkedin.com/company/royalsocbio/
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My reflections are...

FOR THE END OF CONFERENCE:

Reflecting is an opportunity for you to 
learn more about yourself or a situation 
and provide a  direction for growth. Did you 
achieve your goals? What challenges did 
you face? What did you enjoy or not enjoy? 
What will you do differently going forward?

My goals for this conference are...My values are...

What are your values?

Identifying your personal values can 
be challenging, but doing so creates a 
framework for decision making. If one of 
your values is that kindness is the most 
important thing, then being ruthless to get a 
promotion isn’t the right move for you.

Creating goals

You might have long-term goal that is 
visionary, but to create momentum you 
should create goals which are attainable in a 
relatively short amount of time. What do you 
want to have achieved in the next hour, day, 
and week?

goal setting & reflecting
Developing a reflective mindset is key to personal growth and 
development. Here’s our quick guide:

http://www.linnean.org
https://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/
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William Kay is a Marine Ecologist and work as a 
Biosciences Tutor (Data Analysis and Statistics) in the 
School of Biosciences, Cardiff University. Will’s PhD 
investigated the movement and behavioural ecology of 
seals in tidal stream environments and their potential 
interactions with marine renewable energy devices.

Melanie Edgar is ELM Development Manager at the 
Forestry Commission in Sustainable Forest Management 
and is also the early career representative on the Board 
of Trustees at the British Ecological Society.

they/them

Tanith Hackney is a conservation ecologist and 
first-year PhD student at the UK Centre for Ecology 
& Hydrology and Imperial College London, studying 
the impacts of invasive alien species. Tanith founded 
the Bio-Diverse Project that celebrates positive 
representation and inclusivity in biology & conservation

she/her

Zia works in outreach for the Linnean Society of 
London, designing and delivering workshops that 
explore biology through art. Zia will be starting an 
English PhD (specialising in Environmental Humanities/
Posthumanism) at Rice University, in Houston, TX, in 
August, looking at the use of symbiosis, parasitism, and 
viruses in philosophical and political rhetoric.

they/them

Joe Burton is the Education Manager at the Linnean 
Society, and Chair of Trustees at a youth development 
charity called Ignite! in Nottingham. Joe is interested in 
supporting the personal development of young people 
and unlocking innate creativity.

he/they

Amy Padfield is the Senior Education & Engagement 
Manager at the British Ecological Society, supporting 
a diverse community of ecologists through all career 
stages. Amy has degrees in Zoology and Ecology 
from the University of Bristol and is a cat and wildlife 
enthusiast!

she/her

chair profiles
Big thanks to the chairs of our sessions. Here are their profiles, give them 
a follow!

http://www.linnean.org
https://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/
https://twitter.com/willpkay
https://www.linkedin.com/in/willpkay/
https://twitter.com/TaniBrishan
http://www.twitter.com/joe8urton
https://www.linkedin.com/in/joe8urton
https://twitter.com/Amypadders
https://www.linkedin.com/in/amy-padfield-889b4b4a/
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Jessica Baxter is an Environmental Geography 
graduate of York St John University. Jessica works within 
the Careers and Student Opportunities team there, 
as well as studying for a MA in International Heritage 
Management. Her main interests are in the conservation 
of, and public engagement with, the environment and 
heritage. 

she/her

Daisy Furrokh is a second year Biology student with 
an integrated MSci at the University of Bristol. Daisy 
is particularly fascinated by avian ecology, plant 
physiology and the impact of invasive species within 
ecosystems.

she/her

Wasim Mustafa is a geology undergraduate at the 
University of Manchester, currently in the integrated 
master’s year. Wasim loves all things Earth and 
natural history, but an awareness of the biodiversity 
crisis – while considering how awesome it is that this 
complicated planet can support life – has drawn him 
towards ecological science. 

he/him

Isobel Rowe is a final year undergraduate student 
studying Marine Biology at the University of Plymouth. 
Isobel’s interests are based within marine ecology, 
with a focus on the development and structure of 
marine communities and species interactions with the 
environment. 

she/her

Fiona Le Ray is the Education and Engagement Trainee 
at the British Ecological Society. Having graduated from 
an International Relations degree, she is passionate 
about sustainability and human rights with a particular 
interest in improving equality, diversity, and inclusion 
within the ecological sector.

she/her

organiser profiles
The BIGGEST thanks to our super supporting organisers!

Dingha Chrispo Babila is a PhD student in the Department 
of Geography and Planning at the University of Bamenda, 
Cameroon. Dingha’s main interest lies in the sustainable 
exploitation and consumption of natural resources 
especially wetlands. He is passionate about community 
engagement and raising awareness about the need for 
wise use of wetlands and environmental stewardship.

he/him

http://www.linnean.org
https://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jessica-baxter-3b18bb211/ 
https://www.twitter.com/Variscan
https://www.linkedin.com/in/wasimmustafa/
https://www.twitter.com/izzielr
https://www.linkedin.com/in/isobel-rowe-870260192/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/fiona-le-ray
Https://www.twitter.com/Dingha_237
https://www.twitter.com/DFurrokh
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dingha-b37303204
https://www.linkedin.com/in/daisyfurrokh/
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Linnean Society of London

Our vision is a world where nature is understood, valued and protected. 
To do this we aim to inform, involve and inspire people about nature 
and its significance through our collections, events and publications. 
Thanks to the wide ranging expertise of our Fellowship and our unique
collections, we are a hub for science communication through 
interdisciplinary learning and engagement.

www.linnean.org

British Ecological Society

Our vision is for nature and people to thrive in a world inspired by 
ecology. We have 7,000 members around the world and bring people 
together across regional, national and global scales to advance 
ecological science. We were established in 1913 and we have been 
fostering the science of ecology ever since. Membership is open to 
anyone, anywhere.

www.britishecologicalsociety.org

“Can you believe it’s all over?!”

Thank you for contributing to the success of this 
conference and we truly hope to see you again very 
soon.

This conference was produced in collaboration between 
the British Ecological Society and the Linnean Society of 
London. Both learned societies bring people together 
across regional, national and global scales to work 
towards a future where nature thrives.

Your feedback on this conference is valuable and helps 
us to continue providing this service. If you can, please 
fill out our feedback form via this link.

http://www.linnean.org
https://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/
https://forms.office.com/r/bZmPG4VZsc
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