
Earth formed

5 bya

Earth’s crust solidifies

3.7 bya

 1 square = 12.5 million years 1 square = 12.5 million years
=  125 million years, 10 sheets=  125 million years, 10 sheets

= 1 billion years, 80 sheets= 1 billion years, 80 sheets

First life appears in the ocean 

3.5 bya

Photosynthesis begins in the oceans

3.25 bya

Oceans contain lots of oxygen

2.4 bya

First organisms with nuclei appear in the ocean

1.9 bya

0.65 bya

First land plants appear

0.5 bya 250 mya 150 mya

First pre-modern humans appear

10,000 ya

65 mya

100,000 ya

First Homo sapiens appear

Supercontinent breaks up

Age of Dinosaurs ends

Recorded hum
an history begins!

Age of Dinosaurs beginsFirst multicellular organisms appear

3.5 mya



Sheet number 
(12.5 million years 
per sheet)

Time equal 
(years ago)

What happened?

11 0 5 billion Earth formed

22 104 3.7 billion Earth crust solid

33 120 3.5 billion First life appears in oceans

44 140 3.25 billion Photosynthesis begins in oceans

55 208 2.4 billion Oceans contain significant amount of 
oxygen

66 248 1.9 billion First cell nuclei appear within ocean

77 348 0.65 billion First multicellular organisms appear

88 359 0.5 billion First land plants

99 380 245 million Age of Dinosaurs begins

1010 388 150 million Supercontinent breaking up

1111 394 65 million Age of Dinosaurs ends with mass ex-
tinction of 70% of all living things

1212 400 (3.1cm from 
end)

3.5 million First pre-modern humans appear in 
Africa

1313 400 (1mm from 
end)

100,000 First Homo sapiens appear

1414 400 (0.1mm from 
end)

10,000 Recorded human history begins

Toilet Paper Timeline
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13 14


