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Catalogue of animals recently brought from the most northerly part of America 
 

1. Mammalia. 

 

1. Canis lagopus. albus. Pennant, Synopsis of Quadrupeds, p. 155. 

2. Viverra putorius; a variety. Pennant,  Synopsis of Quadrupeds, p. 233. Skunk. 

3. Mustela lutreola. Small white patch in the centre of the neck. Claws 5 – 5, white, translucent; the 

paws only slightly palmate. Rich and dark in colour, the tail darker than the rest of the body and 

about half its length. Perhaps identical with the Mustela lutreola of Sweden, or a different 

species?  

4. Mustela martes abietum. 

5. [Mustela] erminata. Pennant, Synopsis of Quadrupeds, p. 212 no. 151. Reddish in the summer, 

called in English stoat; in the winter white and then called ermine. 

6.  [Mustela] nivalis. Half the size of the preceding. White in winter, the tip of its tail almost black; 

in the summer reddish, called in English weasel, i.e. known as Mustela vulgaris. 

7. Sorex araneus. 

8. Sorex [   ], short-tailed, the body mouse-coloured above and white below; snout long and very 

thin. Length of the body 2 inches, the tail 8¼. All dark ash-coloured or mousy above, golden or 

white below. 

9. Hystrix dorsata. They live on the bark of pine trees and willow shoots. They mate in September 

and produce a single offspring at the beginning of April. The flesh is tasty, tasting like sucking 

pig. In the winter the mouth takes on a green colour on account of the pine bark on which they 

feed during the entire season. 

10.  Lepus alpinus, the Lepus timidus of the illustrious Linnaeus. Pennant, Synopsis of Quadrupeds, 

p. 249. 

11.  Lepus americanus. Kalm, Travels, vol. II, p. 45, English edition. It is easier to recognize them 

than other species of hares, for they are distinguished by different features. Linnaeus. 

12.  Castor fiber. 

13.  [Castor] zibethicus. Gives birth to five to seven offspring; lives on poplar, willow, and grass. 

14.  Marmota canadensis (Pennant, Synopsis of Quadrupeds, p. 270). Short, hairy tail; the back 

whitish-yellowish-blackish (indistinct); the abdomen rusty-red. Short, somewhat rounded ears. 

Fore paws with four digits, hind paws with five. Length from the snout to the extended tail 11 

English inches; tail 3 inches. The back is greyish and the hairs blackish-grey at the base, with the 

middle yellowish, then with white, and black at the tip. Underside of the whole body and the legs 

rusty-red or tawny. 
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15. Mus sylvaticus; tail of considerable length, exceeding that of the body. 

16.  [Mus] terrestris.  

17.  Sciurus vulgaris. Smaller variety, the centre of the back and tail yellowish; the edges of the 

tail black.  

18.  [Sciurus] volans, with a membrane between the forelimbs and the thighs; white below. Tail 

rounded but not bushy, as in the flying mouse that lives in the central provinces of North 

America, i.e. the provinces of New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Carolina. Illustrated in Catesby 

(vol. II: pls 76 and 77), with reference to the flying mouse. This flying squirrel from the Hudson 

territory is twice the size of Linnaeus’s flying mouse and is different in colour, for the flying 

mouse is dusky or mouse-like in colour above while the squirrel is, as I have said above, dark-red 

all over above. All the flying mice that I have seen had no membrane between the ears and 

forelimbs but a membrane between the front and back feet, with a black border. Is our Hudson 

flying squirrel the same as the Swedish one? 

 

2. Aves. 

 

I. Accipitres. 

 

1. Falco columbarius (poorly illustrated by Catesby).  

2. [Falco] aruginosus. 

3.  [Falco] sacer.  

4. Strix brachyotos. See the Zoologia Britannica of Mr Pennant, in folio (pls B.3 & B.4, fig. 2). 

Habitat: England, Spain Africa, at Hudson’s Bay and in the North American province of New 

York.  

5. [Strix] nyctea. 

6.  [Strix] funerea.  

7. [Strix] passerina. 

8. [Strix] nebulosa, new species 

9. Lanius excubitor. 

 

II. Picæ. 

 

10. Corvus canadensis.  

11. [Corvus] pica.  

12. Picus auratus.  
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13. [Picus] villosus.  

14. [Picus] tridactylus.  

 

III. Anseres. 

 

15. Anas marila.  

16. [Anas] nivalis.  

17. [Anas] canadensis.  

18. [Anas] albeola. Female has a dark body and white speculum.  

19. [Anas] clangula.  

20. [Anas] perspicillata; beak convex at the base, and therefore to be placed in the first order of 

ducks.  

21. [Anas] glacialis & hyemalis. There are two kinds of these ducks: the Glacialis, which is 

certainly male, and the hyemalis is the female. Compare Edwards (1743-60, nos 156 and 280), of 

which the first shows the female and the second the male, exceptionally well drawn and coloured 

after the life.  

22. [Anas] crecca. Variety, with white, semi-lunate spots at the wing roots. 

23. [Anas] histrionica.  

24. [Anas] boschas.  

25. Pelecanus onocrotalus albus. [ ] This variety corresponds in every way with the oriental: 

yellow beak, reddish feet; body all white, except the flight feathers of the wing, black; little wing 

feathers black. Primary flight feathers of the wing with white shafts, though Edwards’s (1743-60, 

vol. II, no. 93) looks dark, lesser in age and also in size, while our white one was twice the size of 

Edwards’s dark one.  

26. Colymbus glacialis.  

27. [Colymbus] auritus. Edwards (1743-60, vol. II, no. 145). This one is probably to be 

distinguished from the other varieties of Colymbus auritus.  

28. Larus parasiticus. 

29. Sterna hirundo. Shorter-tailed variety.  

 

IV. Grallæ. 

 

30. Ardea canadensis.  

31.  [Ardea] americana. 

32. [Ardea] stellaris; this is the variety illustrated by Edwards (pl. 196) [sic]. 
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33. Scolopax totanus. Bright yellow or yellow-brown legs. 

34. [Scolopax] lapponica. 

35. [Scolopax] borealis. New species. 

36. Tringa interpres. 

37. [Tringa] helvetica. Neck, breast and rear part of the abdomen black, with white crescents. 

 

V. Gallinæ. 

 

38. Tetrao togatus. 

39. Lagopus. 

40. [Lagopus] canadensis or Canace. 

41. [Lagopus] phasianellus.  

 

VI.  Passeres. 

 

42. Columba migratoria. 

43. Alauda alpestries. Black flight feathers on the wings, the outer ones exceptionally with a white 

margin; flight feathers of the tail also black, some of those on either side with a white outer 

margin. 

Observation: it may be noted here that Brisson (vol. II: 242) inappropriately separates his Merula 

americanum torquatam from the Sturno ludoviciano: they belong to the same species of bird. Also 

he differentiates systematically the Alauda magna and transfers it to the Sturnus ludovicianum. 

Compare the illustration of the Sturnus in Brisson (vol. II: 449, pl. 41, fig. 1) with the image of the 

Alauda in Catesby (fig. 33). 

44. Turdus migratorius. 

45. Turdus, another species, not yet fully examined, probably new. 

46. Loxia curvirostra, a lesser variety. 

47. [Loxia] enucleator. 

48. Emberiza nivalis. 

49. [Emberiza] leucophrys. 

50. Fringilla lapponica. 

51. [Fringilla] linaria. 

52. [Fringilla] montana. 

53. [Fringilla] hudsonias. New species. 

54. Muscicapa striata. New species. 
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55. Motacilla calendula. 

56. Parus abricapillus. 

57. Parus hudsonicus. New species. 

58. Hirundo [  ], probably a variety of the urban swallow, with rump of the same colour but not 

white. 

 

3. Amphibia Nantes. 

 

1. Acipenser sevruga. 

Sturgeon with an elongated snout, the tip turned up a little. See Philosophical Transactions 57, 

namely our ‘Specimen historiæ naturalis Volgensis’. Habitat: Russian empire, in the River Volga 

and Jaicko [?] and in the Caspian Sea; also in England and in Hudson’s Bay in America, though less 

prevalent in the Danube. Called by the Russians Sevruga, by the Austrians Shirk (Kramer 1756, 

Acipenser no. 3). 

Description: 

Cirri: four in front of the mouth, arranged in a line. 

Mouth: half-moon-shaped, cartilaginous. 

Head: broad, gill coverings with starry markings. 

Nostrils: two on either side. 

Body: quinquangular and pyramidal, the back carinated. 

Skin rough, yellow, with a reddish flush. 

Cano red. 

Bony scutes, barbed, of five types: 

One back series, scaly, with the majority fourteen, and with barbs after the dorsal sexual area [?]. 

Two side series, scaly, thirty-five. 

Two ventral series, nine scutes between the breast fins and the ventral fins, one following the anus 

and the other after the anal fin.  

They grow up to 10 feet in the Russian Empire. 

Fins: Dorsal 37, Pectoral 40 (first ray rigid), Ventral 28, Anal 25, Caudal [  ]. 

Observation: in the Russian Empire there are six species of sturgeon, of which three have short, 

blunt snouts and three are elongated. The species listed in the Systematis Naturae of Edwards (XII) 

are all blunt-nosed. The Russians call the first species Osetri, the second Sterled and the third 

Beluga. The first species with pointed snout is our Sevruga, the second is Koster or Kostrucha, 

followed lastly by the Shìp of the Russians. The last two I have not seen, but they are known from 

the accounts newly provided by friends and from the Itinerario Sibirica (vol. II: 514) of Gmelin, 
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which describes the Koster, and from Ritshkov’s Topographia Orenburgensi (pt. I: 310) which 

inserts a mention of the Shìp sturgeon. Three of the four species I have seen, namely the Osetra, the 

Sevruga and the Sterled, were five-sided and pyramidal, with a carinated back and rough scales, 

dark grey at the back and with a yellowish belly; the skin on the tail tesselated.  Five orders of bony 

scutes, of which the larger of the dorsal series were barbed towards the rear, the remainder smaller 

in size and not barbed or pointed in that way in the dorsal region. In the Sterled the lateral series 

were all blunted and were numerous, while the dorsal vary among them all in the upper back 

according to the size and the age of the fish. The Osetra and the Sterled differ from the Sevruga in 

that they have a short, blunt and straight snout, while the latter is elongated and upturned or curved. 

Between the Osetra and the Sterled I could see no difference apart from size, the first growing to 16 

English feet and the latter rarely exceeding 3 or 4 feet. The lateral scutes on the former were fewer 

in number  - around 37 -  while the latter were more numerous, around 70; the cooked flesh of the 

first is red, but that from the second is white. 

The Beluga has a shapely, conical body; its skin is smooth, blackish along the back and white 

underneath around the tesselated tail. All the series of scutes are flattened. They grow to 16 feet in 

length. I have heard of three varieties of this fish (the Beluga) but have not seen a single one 

described. From the adipose membrane of all the species isinglass is produced; that from the Beluga 

is best. Fish sauce is prepared from the eggs of all the species, but that which is cusomarily 

prepared from the Sterled is preferred. 

 

4. Pisces. 

 

1. Gadus lota, larger than those found in European rivers and lakes. Rays of the gill-covering 

membrane, six. Preys on pike, salmon, and the other fish in the rivers at Hudson’s Bay. This most 

voracious of fish also feeds on the carcasses of mammals. 

2. Salmo lavaretus. Greater than in Europe. 

3. Cyprinus latostomus. New species. 

 

 

 

 


