
The Linnean Society of London, 2014 Field Trip, Dorset 
  
Saturday 14th June 2014 - Isle of Portland and Chesil Beach. 
 
10:00. We will meet at the Verne viewing area where there is free car parking and a public 
toilet SY690731.  
 

 
 
The car park is behind the Portland Heights Hotel, you can use the postcode DT5 2EN to get 
to the Hotel. From Verne, there are spectacular views of Chesil and the Fleet. With shallow 
soils, numerous quarries and abandoned areas previously held by the Royal Navy, there are 
numerous places of geological interest and places to see the area’s important wildlife.  

Kingbarrow Quarry, close to the Portland Heights Hotel has an interesting fossil 
forest horizon similar to that seen to the east of Lulworth Cove (but rather more accessible!). 
Kingbarrow also shows evidence of the recent programme of cotoneaster clearance on 
Portland to allow calcicole plants to recover. Nearby is the Tout Quarry geological park, 
whilst at the southern tip, Portland Bird Observatory records many immigrant moths and 
birds. Portland is also important for many rare southern lichens and mosses. Portland Bill, 
apart from the ornithological interest, has two Pleistocene raised beaches, which are 
accessible. Broadcroft Quarry is a Butterfly Conservation Reserve important for the diverse 
populations of Blue butterflies. 
 
13:00. Lunch, fellows can bring their own picnic or visit one of the many cafes and pubs, 
which serve food.  
 



14:00. We will reassemble at the Chesil Beach car park (with toilets), which is pay and 
display (SY668759). 
 

 
 
Geologists interested in collecting fossils will be guided to the Ferrybridge footpath 

on the north side of the Fleet. This will enable members to collect fossils from the 
Kimmeridge Clay and possibly the Corallian, depending on time and speed of movement! 
Abundant oysters (Ostrea delta) can be found in the Kimmeridge Clay as well as Lopha and 
occasional teeth. In the Corallian, at the end of Camp Road, the echinoid Nucleolites scutatus 
can be found. Participants more interested in Chesil Beach can study the beach morphology 
as well as the provenance of the pebbles. Since the original text was completed, violent 
storms moved millions of tons of pebble, which the Environment Agency working with the 
Army and Crown Estates have attempted to move back to restore flood defences.  

Those members interested in natural history will be shown the species recovery 
programme for wild asparagus Asparagus prostratus on the east side of Chesil Beach together 
with other maritime plants associated with dunes and salt marshes including shrubby sea-
blight Suaeda vera and the location of the holotype for the lichen Caloplaca suaedae discovered 
here in 2001 by Oliver Gilbert and named by Gilbert and Coppins. The area is important for 
waders and other birds. There is a café and toilets at the Chesil visitor centre.  
 
 
 



19:00. Dinner at Portland Heights Hotel 
 

 
 

DINNER MENU, LINNEAN SOCIETY, 14th JUNE 2014, 19:00 
 

CRUNCHY LYME BAY LOBSTER & SMOKED SALMON WONTONS 
A rich smoked salmon & lobster mousse wrapped within wonton skins & deep fried, served on local leaves with 

hoi sin & homemade chilli jam 
 

SWEET CHARENTAIS MELON 
An ice chilled orange melon filled with summer strawberries & peach coulis then topped with champagne sorbet 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
SUPREME OF CHICKEN 

A prime breast of chicken filled with smooth asparagus mousse and carved on to a deep saffron cream 
 

SAUTEED FILLETS OF SEA BASS 
Pan fried and layered with baby spinach and surrounded by a Portland crab sauce 

 
BUTTERNUT SQUASH & NUT FILO “V” 

Crunchy leaves of filo pastry encasing butternut squash, chick peas & nuts with herbs & spices, then finished 
with a harissa sauce 

 
Selection of vegetables and potatoes 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
HOMEMADE LEMON TORTE 

With lemoncello, Weymouth clotted cream, St. Clements confiture & redcurrants 
 

CHEESE BOARD 
A selection of local cheeses with celery, nuts, fruit, chutney & biscuits 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
1FRESHLY BREWED COFFEE 

With cream and mints 



Sunday 15th June 2014 - South Haven Peninsula and the Studland National Nature 
Reserve.  
 
10:00. We will meet at the Discovery Centre in the National Trust’s Knoll Beach car park. 
Take the first left turn signed the Discovery Centre and park (SZ033836). National Trust 
members can park for free; otherwise there is pay and display. The nearest postcode is BH19 
3AQ. 
 

 
 
There is a café where sandwiches and drinks may be purchased at the Discovery 

Centre and we will receive a short presentation on the Diver Project and also an introduction 
to the creation of the Studland peninsula and the development of the dune system and 
heathland since the Treswell map of 1515.  

The morning will be spent walking from the Bankes Arms in nearby Studland, to Old 
Harry including a visit to Studland Wood and Ballard Down. Studland Wood appears on 
the Treswell map and is ancient woodland on chalk, whilst on Ballard Down we will see a 
range of calcareous plants and insects. Those interested in geology can visit South Beach and 
see the lower Tertiary strata and the unconformable boundary with the Chalk. Following 
this we can move on to see the classic morphology of the Chalk Headland at Old Harry, the 
eastern extremity of the Dorset and East Devon World Heritage Site (Jurassic Coast). Once 



again the February storms did considerable damage to South Beach whilst at Middle Beach, 
the shallow cliff has eroded near to the Beach café.  
 
13:00. Lunch, fellows can bring their own picnic or visit one of the many cafes and pubs, 
which serve food.  
 
14:00. The afternoon will look at part of the extensive Dorset lowland heath including Spur 
Bog where we should see all three UK sundews Drosera sp. and a short walk away will take 
us to Brand’s Bay for Poole Harbour and the plants and animals associated with Spartina salt 
marsh. Part of the afternoon can be spent walking across Godlingston Heath to see the 
Agglestone which is a Local Geological Site (LGS formerly known as RIGS). We will arrange 
parking on the day. 
 
IMPORTANT HEALTH AND SAFETY NOTICE 
The Dorset seacoast is very fragile following 18 months of heavy rain. There are constant 
landslips on clay slopes and rock faces tumble without warning. Please keep clear of cliff 
edges and cliff bases, especially if there has been heavy rain. In addition, be aware of soft 
ground in the Dorset mires where you can easily go in up to your waist. Our leaders will 
advise.  
 
TRAVEL:  
Please be aware on leaving Dorset by road on Sunday evenings, you will experience heavy 
traffic on the A31, M27 and M3. Please allow extra time for your journey.  
 
Contact details 
Tom Simpson 07789691195 


