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Birds and bats are often described as examples of convergent

evolution because they both evolved wings that allow them to

fly. However, some parts of their wing bones are homologous
because they evolved from a common ancestor long ago.

é/ Linneanfearning
o 4



°Fish “Reptiles

°Breathe using gills °Breathe using lungs

°Live only underwater °Live mostly underwater

*Venomous
(can paralyse or kill!)

°Non-venomous

°Most have no scales

®Visible scales

°Nocturnal
°Flat tail to propel them
°Blood toxic to humans through water
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Both porcupines and hedgehogs are hunted by larger carnivorous animals.
Evolving sharp, stiff spines makes them less likely to be eaten by foxes, big
cats, or marsupial wolves, who would rather eat a less spiky dinner.
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°Skeleton made of bone

°Goes to the surface and breathes
through blowholes

°Nurses young

°Skeleton made of cartilage

°Uses gills to get oxygen from water
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°Does not nurse young
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THYLACINE

°Pouched marsupial
(related to kangaroos)

°Thin, rodent-like tail

°Timid & shy, could be captured
without a fight

’Could open mouth almost 90°

*Made a yapping noise like a small dog
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°From the canidae family,
related to gray wolves

"Howls instead of barking
°Bushy tail
°Can turn head up to 180°

°Can rotate wrists
(and even turn a doorknob!)



SWIFTS

°Black and white

°Cannot perch; hangs on
sides of cliffs or rocks

°Builds nest by gluing to-
gether feathers and saliva

°Makes a high-pitched
screaming sound

°Drinks, eats and sleeps
while flying

°Related to hummingbirds

SWALLOWS

°Some blue
iridescence red colouration

°Pointed wings
°Can perch on branches

*Make nests from mud or
in tree holes

°Musical twittering sound

Resemblances between swifts and swallows are due to convergent evolution. Their similar lifestyle requires
them to catch insects in flight, and as a result they evolved some of the same body mechanics, even though they

don't share a recent common ancestor.

ﬁ Linneanfearning









