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Editorial
This issue of The Linnean contains two main papers, the first concerns Ferdinando

Bassi, Linnaeus’ correspondent from Bologna which makes a pleasing sequel to the
Linnaeus’ Tercentenary publications. Interestingly, some 16 letters sent by seven
correspondents are preserved in our archives. These include letters from Guiseppe
Monti and Ferdinando Bassi to whom Linnaeus’ gratitude is documented by the names
of two plant genera Montia and Bassia.

The subject of the second paper involves a beetle in the collection of Dr William
Hunter (1718-1783). This collection was originally housed in Hunter’s London home,
16 Great Windmill Street. However, somewhat later in time at his bequest it went to
the University of Glasgow, where it formed the basis of the first public museum in
Scotland, comprising some 7,600 insect specimens amongst which resides a curious
beetle Scarabeus neptunus. This beetle, when carefully examined, can be seen to be
comprised of parts from several different species glued together! The authors try to
decide whether or not it is a scientific hoax.

There is also a short note from John Marsden: “Who was Mrs George Linnaeus
Banks?” The author points out that Mrs Banks was originally Isabella Varley who, in
1846 married George Linnaeus Banks. George’s father was a seedsman and florist
(distantly related to Sir Joseph Banks). In his profession, Banks senior, the author
argues, would have been familiar with the contributions of Linnaeus to biology. Be
that as it may, his son George Banks when making contributions to the Birmingham
Argus did so under the name G. Linnaeus Banks. Why he assumed this second forename
is not known since neither he nor his wife had any real interest in science as far as the
author could establish.

This issue of The Linnean is accompanied by a substantial Special Issue No. 8
which contains 23 papers that were presented at a number of meetings held during the
Tercentenary Year in London and Sweden. We hope that all those Fellows who were
not able to attend these meetings will enjoy reading  The Linnaean Legacy: Three
Centuries after his Birth, the contents of which range from phylogeny and preserved
specimens to footpaths and historic buildings. The decision to publish these papers
has delayed another Special Issue which will celebrate the 150th anniversary of the
presentation of the joint essay by Darwin and Wallace at the Linnean Society on 1
July 1858. All being well, Special Issue No. 9 will accompany the October issue of
The Linnean.

BRIAN GARDINER
Editor

Sign up to Linnean-News
the Linnean Society’s email update service for up-to-the-minute news

on events and changes to our programme.
Visit http://www.linnean.org/index.php?id=131 for more details.
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Society News
Despite continuing building work and a much lowered Reading Room “ceiling”

of scaffold board, and temporary lighting in place, events have continued uninterrupted,
although with occasional difficulties, especially after a flood due to heavy rain in late
May which affected the main Office premises as well as the Library and basement
rooms. Those are all now drying out and risk assessors have been in to inspect the
damage for insurance purposes but a number of Library books have had to go off site
for freezing and conservation treatment as they were totally saturated.

Events in Spring and early summer included presentations by Ian Caldwell FLS
on a former Linnean Society member, John Stackhouse, and an evening meeting on
Conserving Nature in London, by David Bevan FLS where we were delighted to
welcome many LNHS members. Special events included the first joint annual Linnean
Society and the Systematics Association Biodiversity Policy lecture at which Professor
Georgina Mace FRS enlightened us on “Biodiversity in a changing world – building a
science base to support policy”. We were also delighted to be associated with the
2008 LAPADA London Antiques fair, with a talk by Dr Sandra Knapp on the “Voyages
of Exploration: discovering and collecting the natural world”. Society events in May
opened with the Hooker lecture, in which Professor R.J. Berry PPLS told us about
Hooker’s experience and observations on islands. A one-day conference on the role of
botanic gardens in the 21st century attracted international participation and much
interest. We also had the second of three 6th form lectures, with Mr Alastair Land FLS
following on from his first theme “Explore” to consider the various problems arising
from how to “Order” the results. Late May saw the Anniversary meeting, this year
actually held on Linnaeus’ “real” birthday on 23 May (according to the Swedish
calendar) and this was followed by two day conferences, on 29 and 30 May in the
Society (despite the flood), on “Wood Matters, a celebration of the work of John
Barnett” and in Padua on “Updating the Linnean Heritage: names as tools for talking
about animals and plants”.

The Tercentenary year was concluded on 2nd May with an evening event in which
our outgoing Vice President, Dr Jenny Edmonds presented a beautifully illustrated
pictorial review summarising the Society’s involvement in the Linnaean Tercentenary
from the start of her appointment as co-ordinator in 2002. That meeting ended with
the presentation of the Tercentenary Bronze Medals to Dr Jenny Edmonds, Ms Gina
Douglas, Prof. Bengt Jonsell, Prof. Carl-Olof Jacobson, Ms Elaine Shaughnessy, Mr
Martin Rix, who also received the medal awarded to Mr Nigel Rowland as the latter
was unable to be present.

As a “follow-up” to the group visit made by the Society to Gotland last year, we
have just had a return visit from those associated with the Swedish Linnaeus Society.
We welcomed our 22 Swedish visitors, which included many old friends and Fellows
of our Society, in early June and they spent a busy four days visiting gardens, museums
and places with Linnaean associations, as well as joining some members of last year’s
group for a meal.

The staff have managed to keep our activities going despite difficulties of access
and unforeseen problems, apart from all those arising from the recent flooding. These
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THE LINNAEAN TERCENTENARY BRONZE MEDAL
Specially commissioned to celebrate the Tercentenary
of the birth of Carl Linnaeus, this limited edition bronze
medal is now available to Fellows of the Linnean
Society of London to purchase at a price of £50 plus
P&P*. Featuring art work by award winning artist
Felicity Powell, only 300 of these beautiful medals (one
for each year of the Tercentenary) have been produced.

Contact Kate Longhurst to order:
T. +44 (0)20 7434 4479 Ext 13 E. kate@linnean.org

Obverse: Linnaeus’ drawing of Andromeda from his
Lapland journey.
Reverse: Ehret’s original illustration for Linneaus’
Systema Naturae arranged in a spiral from a profile of
Linnaeus.

*£5 in the UK. For overseas orders please contact Kate Longhurst.

problems included the inability to both make tea and have temporary lights working
in the Reading Room due to the risk of overloading the circuits. This left those hoping
to come and work in the Library before a meeting huddling over table lamps as the
only source of light until the water had boiled! Matters were worsened when the
Society’s tea urn ceased working, reducing us to boiling kettles to provide the usual
tea before one evening meeting. Renovation work on the tea preparation area in the
Library annexe prior to redecoration compounded the difficulties with removal of a
hot water tap, replacement of all cupboards and delays in re-wiring. As with any
building project, work seems to progress towards a semi-finished state, at which point
everything slows down! Victoria has had a particularly difficult time throughout the
Spring and early Summer, dealing with an accidental breakthrough into our downstairs
Gents toilets as part of re-routing electricity cables, delays in deliveries and testing of
new fire alarm systems as well as coping with all the contractors and their supplies,
culminating in finding the Office computers sitting in puddles of water and with water
dripping from ceiling light fittings! Obviously she and the other office staff will now
have redecoration of the main office to look forward to once plaster has dried out, and
so the upheavals will continue for a while.

The new glass in the roof in the Reading Room is now installed and looks
spectacular, with the re-painted ceiling and columns revealed as the scaffolding came
down. We will still have scaffold towers for a while longer but daily progress is now
visible. We have been able to get rid of some of the more intrusive protective cladding
from the stairs and hope to re-hang some of the portraits once redecoration of both the
Reading Room and Library Annexe is completed and the scaffolding is off-site.

Finally, it seems as if my role as Acting Executive Secretary is coming to an end in
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the autumn and I look forward to meeting Fellows as Honorary Archivist in the Library
on an occasional basis. We are happy to announce that Dr Ruth Temple has been
appointed as Executive Secretary to start in September. Dr Temple has a PhD in mammal
ecology, her subject being population fluctuations in the brown hare. She comes to us
from Royal Holloway, University of London where she was Deputy Dean of Science
(Teaching), Senior Outreach Officer and Hon. Lecturer in Biology. She brings all the
skills we need to move forward on our strategic goals and we look forward to working
with her during the transitional period ahead.

GINA DOUGLAS
Acting Executive Secretary

A New Strategic Plan
for the Linnean Society of London
Sandra Knapp1, Botanical Secretary, on behalf of

the Council of the Linnean Society of London

Background
The Linnean Society of London has a long history as the oldest learned society

dedicated to natural history in the world, and depends upon its Fellows for the
furtherance of its aims. In late 2006 as the Tercentenary celebrations approached, the
President and Council felt that we, as a Society, needed to begin to think about where
we went after 2007. To this end a meeting for all interested Council members was
held in Winchester to “brainstorm” for ideas. Subsequently smaller working groups
were formed to address particular areas of the Society’s work, and over the Tercentenary
Year, meetings were held to distil down and focus the way ahead. The result was
approved by Council in March 2008, presented in outline at the Anniversary Meeting
on 23 May 2008, and is presented in full here.

As Fellows, you will recognise some things we are already doing, like publishing
our journals and holding meetings, but there are also some new activities and directions.
We must recognise that we do some things well, but that we can always improve upon
success. The Strategy groups also felt that as the climate (both intellectual and physical)
around us changes, we must involve ourselves in some new types of activities in order
to retain our position and influence.

The President and Council welcome any suggestions for moving these strands of
work and specific activities forward, and we hope that Fellows will become even
more actively involved in the future of the Society with this new Strategic Plan. This
is not a Plan for just the Council and Officers, but a Plan for all of us. To facilitate
involvement, members of Council (and others) and Staff have volunteered to be points

1 Department of Botany, Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, London SW7 5BD,
United Kingdom (s.knapp@nhm.ac.uk)
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of contact for those Fellows who want to help move the Society forward. There may
be obvious activities left out, ideas about how to implement some of these activities,
willingness to participate in Committees or planning – you name it, it will be welcome!

Priority activities for 2008-2012
1. Be an inspiration for the scientific study of natural history
a) Arrange and hold scientific meetings (Contacts: Vaughan Southgate,

 v.southgate714@btinternet.com; Victoria Smith, victoria@linnean.org)
• Establish capacity to make and post webcasts of lectures held at

Society

A STRATEGY FOR THE LINNEAN SOCIETY
The Linnean Society’s strategic goal (from our original Charter)
‘The cultivation of the Science of Natural History in all its branches’

In order to achieve this we will:
• Be an inspiration for the scientific study of natural history
• Be an informed, independent voice in matters relating to natural history
• Be a forum for our Fellows and others interested in natural history
• Be a centre for facilitating the study for natural history

Moving forward to implement the strategic goal:
Be an inspiration for the scientific study of natural history
a) Arrange and hold scientific meetings
b) Publish peer-reviewed journals and books
c) Award prizes, grants and medals
d) Establish a targeted educational programme

Be an informed, independent voice in matters relating to natural history
a) Raise public awareness of issues in natural history
b) Raise government awareness of issues in natural history
c) Maintain successful relationships with the press and media

Be a forum for our Fellows and others interested in natural history
a) Provide an outlet for Fellows’ expertise and interests
b) Link our Fellowship in common causes
c) Provide relevant support for other individuals and societies interested

in the study of natural history

Be a centre for facilitating the study of natural history
a) Maintain our collections and library to the highest possible standards
b) Provide access to our collections and library for a wide audience
c) Secure our premises in Burlington House for our users in the long-term
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• Improve facilities in Library for overspill for popular events
• Develop an annual meeting for PhD students with a prize for best

lecture/poster
• Hold at least one meeting on a “hot topic” at short notice
• Arrange one weekend activity/field trip each year with leaders from

Fellowship
b) Publish peer-reviewed journals and books (Contacts: John Edmondson,

 a.books@mac.com; Leonie Berwick, leonie@linnean.org)
• Complete web-availability of all legacy journal copy
• Review the function of The Linnean
• Work with Wiley-Blackwell to improve the standing of all three journals
• Formalize a long-term plan for digital continuity of all publications
• Explore with Wiley-Blackwell the establishment of an on-line Code-

compliant journal for the publication of new taxa in botany
c) Award prizes, grants and medals (Contacts: Sandy Knapp, s.knapp@nhm.ac.uk;

Priya Nithianandian, priya@linnean.org)
• Review methodologies and criteria for all Society awards
• Improve nomination procedures for medals (concomitantly also for

Council and Officers)
• Publish web based reports of successful projects and track progress
• Explore the feasibility of establishing a prize for school natural history

 societies
d) Establish a targeted educational programme (Contacts: George McGavin,

 info@georgemcgavin.co.uk; Alastair Land, wmal@wincoll.ac.uk;
Leonie Berwick, leonie@linnean.org)

• Put in place a 6th form lecture programme
• Undertake market research on the Society’s niche in education provision

at younger levels, to establish where we want to be
• Employ a short-term dedicated education professional to drive

 programme forward
• Trial one event for younger age group (e.g., GCSE)
• Produce podcasts of key Society events for younger audiences

2. Be an informed, independent voice in matters relating to natural history
a) Raise public awareness of issues in natural history (Contacts: Richard Bateman,

r.bateman@kew.org; Sandy Knapp, s.knapp@nhm.ac.uk; Ruth Temple,
ruth@linnean.org)

• Develop concepts and mechanisms to engage Fellows in widening
interest in natural history

• Work with like-minded organisations to develop a coherent view of
issues

b) Raise government awareness of issues in natural history (Contacts: Andrew Brown,
brownae@talk21.com; Richard Bateman, r.bateman@kew.org; Ruth Temple,
ruth@linnean.org)
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• Decide on Linnean Society’s level of political activity (NB: a
strategically significant decision, but not really an activity or process)

• Identify what we want to achieve through linking with government
(policy-related priorities)

• Establish a roster of Fellow availability for engagement with government
(“expert witnesses”)

c) Maintain successful relationships with the press and media (Contacts: Sandy Knapp,
s.knapp@nhm.ac.uk; Kate Longhurst, kate@linnean.org)

• Further develop marketing of the Society (build on Tercentenary)
• Prepare press releases for key Society activities over the year (develop

a planned, rolling, agreed programme)
• Develop and use the Society’s expertise in its Fellows (i.e.,  roster of

“expert witnesses”)
• Establish a mechanism to quickly develop meetings on “hot topics”

3. Be a forum for our Fellows and others interested in natural history
a) Provide an outlet for Fellows’ expertise and interests (Contacts: David Cutler,

plantsong@yahoo.co.uk; Ben Sherwood, ben@linnean.org)
• Undertake survey of Fellow’s expertise and interests
• Establish Fellow’s portal on Society website
• Advertise advantages of Fellowship more clearly to current and

prospective Fellows
b) Link our Fellowship in common causes (Contacts: David Cutler,

plantsong@yahoo.co.uk; Lynda Brooks, lynda@linnean.org)
• Establish mechanism for Fellows to propose meetings on topics of

mutual interest
• Arrange one weekend activity/field trip with leaders from Fellowship
• Organise at least two meetings outside London

c) Provide relevant support for other individuals and societies interested in the study
of natural history (Contacts: David Cutler, plantsong@yahoo.co.uk; Ruth Temple,
ruth@linnean.org)

• Compile a list of other organizations with interests in natural history
• Convene a meeting to begin a dialogue with these societies

4. Be a centre for facilitating the study for natural history
a) Maintain our collections and library to the highest possible standards (Contacts:

Susan Gove, sgove@sgul.ac.uk; Lynda Brooks, lynda@linnean.org)
• Enhance membership of the Collections Committee to include relevant

expertise relating to all aspects of maintaining the collections
• Develop a dedicated archive centre for the secure and temperature

controlled storage of the archive collections
• Maintain in-house conservation facilities for library, biological and

artefacts collections
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Development News
We were very pleased to report to Council and to Fellows at the May Anniversary

meeting the latest results for our Tercentenary Appeal which has reached £96,830. It
has been agreed to leave the Appeal open until November this year, as all the money
raised by ourselves as a Fellowship strengthens our case with external funding bodies
and supports our development projects. For those Fellows yet to contribute, we
encourage you to help us to reach £100,000! We have initiated individual approaches
for our digitisation projects and will continue to submit applications where suitable
opportunities occur. Approaches have also been drafted for the capital projects that
will be completed when the projected costs for the building work have been finalised.
If you have any recommendations for funding opportunities relating to any of our
projects, please do let me know at elaine@linnean.org. I should like to thank all the
Fellows who have supported the process so far for their time and energy in helping to
develop our proposals.

We were also delighted to announce at the Anniversary Meeting that we are able
to commence the digitisation of the Linnaean Fish Collection. His Majesty the Emperor
of Japan HMFLS has graciously donated some funding to the project that enables us
to now proceed. The project has also been supported by the Fishmongers Company.
The supporting descriptive data, prepared by Ms Kathie Way, Honorary Curator of
the Society’s Linnaean Zoological Collections, and Ms Julia Bruce FLS, is currently
being integrated into the Society’s Repository, developed and hosted by the University
of London Computer Centre (ULCC).

b) Provide access to our collections and library for a wide audience (Contacts: Julia
Hoare, julia@linnean.org; Kate Longhurst, kate@linnean.org)

• Make additional collections available on the world wide web; formalize
plans to ensure digital continuity of collections

• Introduce additional web-based services and reports
• Actively develop website to make a portal to all Linnaean material

worldwide
• Build links with other Linnaean collection  repositories

c) Secure our premises in Burlington House for our users in the long-term (Contacts:
Gren Lucas, gren@glucas.demon.co.uk; Priya Nithianandian, priya@linnean.org;
Ruth Temple, ruth@linnean.org)

• Complete plans for proposed development and submit for planning
permissions

• Actively fundraise to support development plans
We are fortunate in the Linnean Society to have dedicated, interested and interesting

Fellows – together we can all build on our Tercentenary success to make this Strategic
Plan happen and take our Society forward. Please get involved, come by the office for
a chat, send an e-mail or telephone – the Plan is challenging and exciting, but needs
your help!
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The Society launched new images of the Linnaean butterfly and moth collections
for National Insect Week beginning on the 23rd of June. The collections contain many
type specimens and by the time of his death in 1778, Linnaeus had named some 300
sorts of butterfly, of which over 240 still bear their Linnaean species names today.
Many of the best known, most intensively studied and most important species were
named by him. Examples of “top” butterfly species include the American Monarch
Danaus plexippus (L.), the Large White Pieris
brassicae (L.), the Painted Lady Vanessa cardui
(L.), the Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi (L.), and
the Paris Peacock Papilio paris L. Among the
moths is the Wood Tiger Moth Parasemia
plantaginis (L.), resident in the UK and becoming
more scarce. Also launched are the first of the
digitised Lepidoptera specimens from the
collection of the Society’s founder and first
President, Sir James Edward Smith (1759–1828).
The Society expects to complete the second phase
of this project towards the end of the year, making
an important but relatively unexplored early 19th

century collection accessible online for research
purposes. Each of the 3,400 specimens has been
digitally imaged by specialists at London’s Natural
History Museum, resulting in over 10,000 images
of superb quality. The images can be viewed in
close detail on the internet using the integrated FSI
(Flash based single source image viewer). The
supporting descriptive data has been prepared by Dr Mike Fitton, Honorary Curator
of the Society’s Linnaean Insect Collections. The realisation of this project has been
made possible by the generous funding from Arcadia, (formerly the Lisbet Rausing
Charitable Fund) and from the Society’s own resources. Access to the system is through
the Linnean Society website and can be found at www.linnean.org under ‘Linnaean
Collections Online’. The Linnaean herbarium specimens have been up online now for
8 months and are being regularly accessed by users in over 42 countries worldwide.

We are delighted to report that the Linnean Society and Wiley-Blackwell
programme to digitise the backfiles of the five Linnean Society journals, including

the Transactions and the Proceedings, is
progressing well. The Society’s journals are now
available back to 1791. This exemplifies the
considerable achievement of the Society and our
publishers in advancing and promoting scientific
knowledge within Natural History. Fellows with
online access to the journals can browse the article
abstracts and download the full articles as part of
their journal fee at no further cost.

Pieris brassicae (L.)

Vanessa cardui (L.)

Papilio paris L.
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Library
This report covers March to May 2008 and during this period the major Reading

Room building works have continued apace.  The ceiling struts were strengthened in
readiness for the delivery of the new glass panels and, whilst we awaited installation
of the glass, the decorators began work on painting the ceiling and top frieze. The
glass was eventually installed at the end of May. Power sockets have been put in place
in the Library alcoves and a hard-wired projector and permanent screen have been
installed so that any overflow audiences for popular lectures and evening meetings
will be able to enjoy a good quality relay of the proceedings from the Meeting Room.
The installation of the air management system has also been completed.

Since the large portraits of Banks and Solander had to be removed from the west
wall, we took the opportunity to have them examined by a picture conservator who
made recommendations on work that needed to be done before they went back on
display. She has already given the Banks portrait a gentle surface clean and re-varnish
so that it could be re-hung while the scaffolding was still in place.

We have suspended our seasonal displays in the Reading Room exhibition cases
because of the risks posed by the building works.  However, Ben and Kristine have
continued to set up special displays for evening meetings and conferences, dismantling
them as soon as possible afterwards.  There were displays illustrating the meetings on

Thank you again for your support and encouragement for our many and varied
activities and I look forward to hearing from you on any of our initiatives listed above.

ELAINE SHAUGHNESSY
Head of Development

Danaus plexippus (L.)
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barnacles, great apes, Stackhouse, nature conservation in London, Hooker’s island
work and botanic gardens in the twenty-first century. For the Anniversary Meeting
there was a display of the artwork of Patricia Eckel, the winner of this year’s Jill
Smythies Award.

During the Tercentenary year we extended invitations to many of our Swedish
hosts to come to the Society to see the Linnaean Collections next time they happened
to be in London and some are now beginning to take up the offer. Ulf Göranson,
Director of Uppsala University Library, hosted the Linnaeus Link Partners’ Meeting
in Uppsala in October 2007 and he made time to visit us when he was in London for
a meeting of the Consortium on European Research Libraries.  Towards the end of
April former Governor Sjöblom of Växjö and his wife had a tour of the Society and
the Collections Store before Dr Jenny Edmonds took them on to visit Kew.  Then, in
May, Bengt Rosèn visited the Collections. He is involved with the Visby Botanic
Garden and was in London to be admitted a Fellow of the Society.

The Hampton Court Florilegium Group spent a morning with us, which gave us a
welcome opportunity to lay out many of our botanical art treasures, including a
particularly beautiful watercolour that was sent in a letter to Linnaeus by the botanical
artist Georg Dionysius Ehret (1708-1770).

Despite the building work, we have continued to accommodate group visits
whenever possible and these have included a large party of Friends of the Royal Botanic
Gardens, Sydney. We were particularly pleased to have the assistance of Professor Sir
Ghillean Prance PPLS when we entertained a group organised by the Mistress of the
Worshipful Company of Fruiterers. Perhaps the liveliest group visit in this period was
that of the Hampstead U3A – an animated, enthusiastic and appreciative party who
could only be persuaded to leave with the lure of tea across the road at Fortnum’s!

Ben and Gina attended the two-day meeting in Oxford of the European Botanical
and Horticultural Libraries group.  These meetings are always a welcome opportunity
to network with colleagues from all over Europe and to discuss problems and mutual
concerns.  This was also a chance to proselytise further on behalf of the Linnaeus
Link Project, with the result that contacts in Geneva and Leiden were encouraged to
push ahead with their plans to contribute their records to the Union Catalogue.

Professor Lucas, Gina and I attended a reception at the British Library to launch
the Catalogue of the Scandinavian books in the British Library printed before 1801.

Ben has upgraded our library system to Heritage version 4.2.7.4. and continues to
work with Julia, our IT Consultant, on trying to resolve Linnaeus Link Union Catalogue
harvesting problems with Berlin-Dahlem and the British Library.

The Library volunteers have continued to soldier on despite the adverse conditions
in the Reading Room and a new recruit has just been added to their number.  Pia
Wilson is Swedish and will be coming in one day per week to continue the task of
adding Fellows’ details to the “pre-1925” database.  She is currently working on the
certificates of recommendation for 1894.  This work requires a certain amount of
research among various library listings and reference works and she is enjoying the
challenge.

And finally, the bad news. We returned from the Whitsun Bank Holiday weekend
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to find that the Society had suffered a deluge after the heavy rainfall. All floors of the
building were affected and many books were damaged by the water that flowed in on
the Upper Gallery level and then down through the Lower Gallery bookcases to Reading
Room level.  All available staff and many of the workmen who happened to be in the
building rallied round to remove the books from the shelves and ferry them up to the
Council Room where our conservator, Janet Ashdown, set up a makeshift drying-
room. Janet was in charge of triage and decided which volumes could be dried on-site
and which needed more specialist treatment. Many of the volumes were far too wet to
be dealt with in-house – the weather was warm and conditions were ideal for mould
growth to start before the books could be dried out. We contacted Harwell’s document
recovery service – fortunately we subscribe to their “Priority User Service” – and two
members of their staff were on-site within two hours. Eleven large crates of the wettest
books (approx. 300 items) were taken back to be stabilised in Harwell’s freezer unit
and over the next month or so those books will be carefully air-dried in a controlled
environment. Once the volumes are returned to us we can begin assessing the damage
and arranging a repair programme.  At this stage we are still hopeful that very few of
the books will be beyond saving.

There was just one bright spot on that first awful day. Into the mayhem came a
scaffolding crew to remove the working platform across the top of the Reading Room
– at last the newly-installed etched glass ceiling was revealed in all its splendour!

LYNDA BROOKS
Librarian

Donations March to May 2008
Tomas Anderman: Skaparens lov: Carl von Linné och tron på gud. 112p. Falköping:
Tomas Anderman samt Danmarks och Funbo församlingar. ISBN 9789163197574.
Peter Ayres: Ayres, Peter. The aliveness of plants. 227p. London: Pickering & Chatto,
2008. ISBN 9781851969708.
Peter Bernhardt: Bernhardt, Peter. Gods and goddesses in the garden: Greco-Roman
mythology and the scientific naming of plants. 239p. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers
University Press, 2008. ISBN 0813542669.
Rudiger Bieler: Mikkelson, P.M. &  Bieler, R. Seashells of Southern Florida. 503p.
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2008. ISBN 9780691116068.
Gwen Chessell: Chessell, Gwen. Alexander Collie: colonial surgeon, naturalist and
explorer. 224p. Crawley, WA: University of Western Australia Press, 2008. ISBN
9780980296532.
Professor David Cutler: Cutler, David [et al]. Plant anatomy: an applied approach.
302p. Oxford: Blackwell, 2008. ISBN 9781405126793.
Roy Davis: Davis, Roy. The Darwin conspiracy. 204p. London: Golden Square Books,
2008. ISBN 9780952310952.
Gina Douglas: Bloch, M.E. Les poissons. 69p. Paris: Bibliothèque de l’image, 2002.
ISBN 2914239033.
Frères, Mariage. Le voyage du thé. [95]p. Paris: Bibliothèque de l’image, 2002.  ISBN
291466155x.
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Garlick, K. Catalogue of portraits in the BodleianLibrary. 362p. Oxford: Bodleian
Library, 2004. ISBN 1851240764.
Aljos Farjon: Farjon, Aljos. A natural history of conifers. 304p. Portland: Timber
Press, 2008. ISBN 9780881928693.
Matthias Iwarsson: Människen och naturen. 511p. Stockholm: Wahlström, 2001.
Etnobiologi i Sverige 1. ISBN 9146177876.
Människen och floran. 539p. Stockholm: Wahlström, 2005.  Etnobiologi i Sverige 2.
ISBN 9146177892.
Människen och faunan. 543p. Stockholm: Wahlström, 2007.  Etnobiologi i Sverige 3.
ISBN 9146217510.
Steve Jones: Jones, S. & Keynes, M. [eds]. Twelve Galton lectures. 348p. London:
Galton Institute, 2007. ISBN 9780954657017.
Professor Bengt Jonsell: Linné, Carl von, 1707-1778. Clavis medicinae duplex/
Medicinens tvenne nycklar. [Translated from the Latin into Swedish]. 259p. Stockholm:
Atlantis, 2008. ISBN 9789173532006.
Dr Jaume Josa: Gomis Blanco, A. & Josa Llorca, J. Bibliografía crítica ilustrada de
las obras de Darwin en España (1857-2005). 439p. Madrid: Consejo Superior de
Investigaciones Científicas, 2007. ISBN 9788400085175.
Professor Gren Lucas: Bowell, A. [et al]. Flowers and butterflies of Mikumi National
Park. 100p. Tanzania: Saintpaulia Project, 2008.  ISBN 998791182x.
Saintpaulia Project: report as at 31 March 2008. [28]p. [UK]: Saintpaulia Project, 2008.
Professor Alessandro Minelli: Minelli, A. and Fusco, G. [eds]. Evolving pathways:
key themes in evolutionary developmental biology. 426p. Cambridge: CUP, 2008. ISBN
9780521875004.
Brian Morton (via the Ray Society): Morton, Brian. The historical ecology of the
River Arun and its beaches at Littlehampton, West Sussex: 1,000 years of change.
198p. [London]: The Ray Society, 2008. ISBN 9903874407.
Dr E.C. Nelson: Wright, S.J. Bretton, the Beaumonts and a bureaucracy: a West
Yorkshire estate in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 227p. Wakefield: Wakefield
Historical Publications, 2001. ISBN 0901869430.
Robert Peck: Bramwell, Valerie and Peck, Robert. All in the bones: a biography of
Benjamin Waterhouse Hawkins. 128p. Philadelphia, PA: Academy of Natural Sciences
of Philadelphia, 2008. ISBN 0910006652.
Karin Persson: Persson, K. & Jansson, E. Narcisser. 90p. Malmö: Programmet för
odlad mångfald, 2008. ISBN 97889232280.
Peter Pringle: Pringle, Peter. The murder of Nikolai Vavilov: the story of Stalin’s
persecution of one of the great scientists of the twentieth century. 368p. New York:
Simon & Schuster, 2008. ISBN 9780743264983.
Jean-Pierre Reduron: Reduron, Jean-Pierre. Ombellifères de France 4. [621]p. Jarnac:
Bulletin de la Société Botanique du Centre-Ouest, 2008. ISSN 0759-934x.
Elizabeth Rushen: Rushen, E. & McIntyre, P. The merchant’s women. 239p. Spit
Junction: Anchor Books, 2008. ISBN 9780980335415.
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Maira Ryström: Från Linné till DNA. 225p. Stockholm: Naturhistoriska riksmuseet,
2007. ISBN 9789186510572.
Dr Jonas R. Stonis: Davis, D.R. and Stonis J.R. A revision of the New World plant-
mining moths of the family Opostegidae (Lepidoptera: Nepticuloidea). 212p.
Washington, DC: Smithsonian Institution Scholarly Press, 2007. Smithsonian
contributions to zoology, no. 625.
Svenska Linnésällkapet: Linné, Carl von, 1707-1778. [A series of academic
dissertations under Linné’s praesidium. Translated from the Latin into Swedish].
Uppsala: Svenska Linnésällkapet.
1. Linnés avhandling Potus theae 1765. 22p. 2002. ISSN 1651-2731.
2. Cynographia eller beskrifvning om hunden 1753. 44p. 2006. ISBN 9185601004.
10. Officinella växter (Plantae officinales). 26p. 2008. ISBN 9789185601202.
25. Grönsakstorget (Macellum olitorium). 21p. 2008. ISBN 9789185601189.
29. Om salladsväxter (De acetariis). 18p. 2008. ISBN 9789185601219.
37. Om smultron (Fraga vesca). 14p. 2006. ISBN 9185601028.
40. Berusningsmedel (Inebrantia). 20p. 2006. ISBN 9185601035.
42. Nyttan av rörelse (Motus polychrestus). 19p. 2006. ISBN 9185601012.
44. Om brödet som födoämne (De pane diaetetico). 20p. 2007. ISBN 9789185601134.
47. Om ormbett (De morsura serpentum). 24p. 2006. ISBN 9185601066.
48. Ätliga frukter (Fructus esculenti). 24p. 2008. ISBN 9789185601172.
49. Kaffedrycken (Potus coffeae). 20p. 2007. ISBN 9789185601141.
50. Om omväxling i födan (De varietate ciborum). 20p. 2008. ISBN 9789185601196.
55. Om bruket av varm och kall mat och dryck (Circa fervidorum et gelidorum usum).

24p. 2008. ISBN 9789185601226.
57. Växternas krafter (Vires plantarum). 36p. 2008. ISBN 9789185601233.
59. Om bruket av myntor (De menthae usu). 13p. 2008. ISBN 9789185601240.
60. Blomsteruret (Horologium plantarum). 16p. 2007. ISBN 9789185601127.
64. Om marsvin (De mure indico). 28p. 2007. ISBN 9789185601042.
65. Om renen (Cervus rheno). 36p. 2007. ISBN 9789185601073.
66. Om den akademiska trädgårdskonsten (De horticultura academica). 33p. 2007.

ISBN 9789185601080.
67. Om fåret (Oves). 32p. 2007. ISBN 9789185601097.
68. Om svinet (Sus scrofa). 32p. 2007. ISBN 9789185601103.
69. Om blodigeln (De hirudine). 25p. 2007. ISBN 9789185601110.
70. Om växterna som nybyggare (De colonis plantarum).20p. 2008.

ISBN 9789185601158.
Fernando Vega: Vega, F.E. and Blackwell, M. [eds]. Insect-fungal associations:
ecology and evolution. 333p. Oxford: OUP, 2005. ISBN 0195166523.
Edward Wilson: George, Sam. Botany, sexuality and woman’s writing 1760-1830.
261p. Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2007. ISBN 9780719076978.
Wulf, Andrea: Wulf, Andrea. The brother gardeners. 356p. London: William
Heinemann, 2008. ISBN 978043401629.
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ADVERTISEMENT

How the great diversity of animal forms evolved is a major
question of biology.  The papers from this discussion
meeting describe the latest research into both the pattern
and the processes of animal evolution.  Understanding the
pattern involves reconstructing the tree of relationships of
major groups of animals, discovering when major groups of
animals appeared and hence when innovations such as
legs and eyes and wings evolved.

To understand the process of evolution, specific characters are being
studied to decipher the evolutionary changes in the animal’s genes that
resulted in the evolution of these novel structures. The papers in this issue
cover the origins and relationships of major groups of animals, our attempts
to reconstruct the common ancestor of all animals and the evolution of key
characteristics including segments and wings.

Subscribers to Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society B: Biological
Sciences can access the full content online at:
publishing.royalsociety.org/linnean
Non-subscribers can purchase the print issue at the specially reduced price
shown above. To place an order at the discounted price, please send
payment by cheque (made payable to Portland Customer Services) or by
Visa or MasterCard (quoting reference TB 1496) to:
Portland Customer Services, Commerce Way, Colchester CO2 8HP, UK
Tel: +44 (0)1206 796351 Email: sales@portland-services.com

For further information on related organismal, environmental and
evolutionary biology issues please visit publishing.royalsociety.org/
philtransb/environment-evolution

Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society has
been published continuously since 1665.
For subscription details please contact
sales@royalsociety.org or visit the website at:
publishing.royalsociety.org/philtransb

Full contents are listed overleaf

Evolution of the animals – a Linnean
tercentenary celebration
Organised and edited by Maximilian J Telford and
D Timothy J Littlewood Published April 2008
Special offer price: £47.50 (usual price: £59.50)
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More from the archives
Here are two communications concerning cats, both from the nineteenth century.

The first is from George Milne, FLS. It was sent from Surrey Place on 16th November
1807 and is entitled ‘Of the effect of female imagination on the fetus in the womb,
exemplified in the case of a cat’. It was read at the meeting held the next day.

It has been long a prevailing popular opinion that, through the imagination of the mother,
wonderful effects may be produced upon the fetus in the womb, and many extraordinary
facts of this sort have been related. Whether the previous circumstances have not been
accurately observed and described with precision, or whether a certain improbability
in the thing itself may have led them to doubt the facts I know not, but I understand
that, of late years, medical men have combated this notion and laughed at the idea as a
foolish fancy, scarcely of more estimation than a dream, operating any sensible effect
upon a material object or causing nature to deviate in the formation of her work, The
case which I am now briefly to relate seems decisively to confirm the vulgar belief, and
shows the superiority of experience and observation over mere philosophick theory. It
is as follows,
One afternoon in the month of May last, while myself and family were at tea, a young
female cat, which, on account of extreme playfulness, had become a great favourite,
was lying on the hearth. She was pregnant for the second time, and had arrived, as
nearly as I can recollect, at the middle period of gestation. A servant handing the tea
kettle, or doing some office which led her to pass between the fire-side and the table,
trod very heavily on the creature’s tail. She screamed most frightfully and ran out of the
room; and from the nature of the noise which she emitted, it was evident that a
considerable degree of terror mingled with the sense of injury. But from a circumstance
so extremely common no extraordinary result was expected, and the poor cat’s tail was
no more thought of until the final period of gestation, when we were surprised with the
phenomenon which has given occasion to this communication. She dropped five kittens
one of which, exactly resembling herself, was apparently perfect, but the other four
had the tail most remarkably distorted. About one third of the length – reckoning from
the base – there was a nodus equal in size to a very large pea or about twice as thick as
the tail itself, the remaining portion being turned on one side at an angle nearly
approaching to a right angle: and what may deserve notice all of them turned the same
way, towards the left side, I was urged to rear one of these as a curiosity; but conceiving
that it might grow up rather a disgusting object I had the whole destroyed, preserving
only the one which appeared to be perfect. That one I kept about a month, when it was
seized, as well as the mother, with a disorder which greatly enfeebled it, and to save the
parent I destroyed the offspring, But it was previously discovered that this also had the
tail distorted and turned aside at a considerable angle, although free from the knot
which distinguished the other four.

I should not have intruded upon the time of the Society with a recital which to many
may appear frivolous, but that some scientific friends, who were hostile to the vulgar
belief, having had their opinions very much shaken by what I have related, seemed to
think it a case deserving of publicity.

A whiff of Lamarck’s inheritance of acquired characters there. It is a coincidence
that Lamarck’s evolutionary theory was published in 1809, just two years after this
letter of Milne was written.

The second communication was sent to the Secretary of the Linnean Society



THE LINNEAN 2008 VOLUME 24(3)18

probably some time in 1884, but seems not to have been read at a meeting. It is from
J.G.. Otto Tepper and is headed ‘Animal intelligence’. It seems to me to foreshadow
experiments by the behaviourists Thorndike and Skinner, involving cages from which
cats could only escape by manipulating certain devices.

The question whether animals only act instinctively or are capable of reasoning to a
certain extent is certainly very interesting, but is difficult to investigate. By recording
the following instances, in which no inherited sagacity seems capable of explaining the
individual acts, it is hoped that a contribution is offered towards affirming the possession
of some reasoning powers in cats. At the residence of Parker Bowman Esq., a fullgrown
cat was one day accidentally locked up in a room without any other outlet than a small
window, moving on hinges, and kept shut by means of a swivel. Not long afterwards
the window was found open, and the cat gone. This having happened several times, it
was at last found that the cat jumped upon the window sill, placed its forepaws as high
as it could reach against the side, it deliberately reached with one over to the swivel,
moved it from its horizontal into a perpendicular position, and then leaning with her
whole weight against the window, swung it open and escaped.

The following I have witnessed myself quite recently. Spending an evening at one of
my neighbours, it was mentioned in conversation that one of his kittens, about 4 months
old, could open the back door and let itself in. As I expressed some doubt, the kitten
was immediately procured by the children, put out and the door properly shut, This
said door opens and closes by means of a latch inside and a handle and clicker outside
and balances in such a way that after opening it gently closes again. The height of the
latch from the floor is about 3 feet and a few inches. After a few minutes mewing,
jumping and scratching became audible, and directly afterwards the latch moved, the
door swung open (outwards) propelled by the weight of the kitten, which was seen
hanging with one paw on to the lower part of the handle, while with the other it had
reached above to the clicker pressing it down and still resting on, when coming into
view. As soon as the door was opened sufficiently it allowed itself to drop and slipped
in, when the door closed again by its own weight. This clever trick had only been
observed a few weeks ago, and no training whatever taken place previously.

The letter concludes with a consideration of ant behaviour. Tepper admires their
social activities and how they ‘keep a friendly intercourse with others’ but thinks that
‘the sight and smell of the species seems very deficient’.

ALAN BRAFIELD
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Introduction
During its long life, the University of Bologna has contributed to the progress of

human knowledge in Europe and the whole world, owing to the presence of many
prominent figures in all fields of science and of humanities. The second half of the
18th century, the age of Enlightenment, was exceptionally noteworthy for the
development of scientific thought; during this time Bologna, thanks to the foundation
of the “Istituto delle Scienze”, was one of the cities that contributed most to the
advancement of knowledge. Founded by Count Luigi Ferdinando Marsili (1658-1730)
and inaugurated in 1714, the Institute became a point of reference in the panorama of
that “Republic of Letters” that united scientists from all over Europe, transcending
borders and differences of language and religion, in the common interest of the progress
of knowledge (Cremante & Tega, 1984; Tega, 1986, Biagi Maino, 2005; Biagi Maino
& Cristofolini, 2007). Thanks to the Institute, Bologna gained a worthy status in the
European scientific world, just at the very time when the University itself had lost the
prestige of the ancient Studium and was going through a period of crisis. The scientific
activities of the Institute encompassed the entire spectrum of Natural Sciences, and
included highly representative figures like Luigi Galvani (1737-1798) or the astronomer
Eustachio Zanotti (1709-1782) (Minuz, 1987, and references therein). As far as
botanical studies are concerned, two outstanding personalities emerge: Giuseppe Monti
(1682-1760) and Ferdinando Bassi (1710-1774).

Ferdinando Bassi
Ferdinando Bassi was born in Bologna in 1710, the son of a merchant and shipping

agent. He studied natural sciences and soon became the assistant of the famous botanist
Giuseppe Monti, an eminent representative of the Academy of Sciences, who held the
Chair of Botany and the direction of the botanical garden for about forty years. Monti
was unanimously considered to be one of the major botanists of his time. He introduced
Bassi to the scientific world and, by letting him deal with the exchanges of scientific
specimens for the Academy museum, allowed Bassi to get in touch with the chief
Italian and European naturalists. As time passed, these relationships were maintained
and intensified, and Bassi’s name became very familiar amongst European scientists
(Mossetti, 2007, Gandolfi, 2007). In 1763 Bassi covered the post of Keeper of the
Garden of Exotic Plants, a post he maintained throughout his lifetime. Under his
direction, the Garden became considerably larger and richer in species, and a new
glasshouse was built, where the exotic plants were kept during the coldest months of
the year. Bassi also expanded his contacts with other botanists, receiving plants and
seeds from his correspondents. Thanks to the improved facilities of the Garden,
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especially the new glasshouse, Bassi succeeded in cultivating new species, and in
obtaining for the first time the flowering of poorly-known plants. These new findings
were communicated to his correspondents, and to the Academy of Sciences.

An interesting note: Bassi commissioned a series of drawn portraits of illustrious
scientists from antiquity up to his time, and assembled them in the Pinacotheca
Bassiana, a collection of around one hundred fifty watercolour drawings, the majority
of which were submitted to the painter Gaetano Gandolfi (1734-1802) (Biagi Maino,
2005, 2007). Amongst them, the portrait of Linnaeus depicted by Gaetano Gandolfi
(Fig. 1) deserves particular attention. The artist drew it from the frontispiece of the
Systema Naturae published in Lipsia in 1748, and encircled the half-length with
drawings of animals and plants that Linnaeus had studied.

Figure 1: Gaetano Gandolfi, portrait of Carl Linnaeus.
Bologna, Botanic Garden of the University.
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In those years, Bassi was in contact with Linnaeus (Managlia, 2007; Douglas,
2006), and informed him about the main results of his botanical investigations, hoping
to receive authoritative support to his findings.

Bassi and Linnaeus
Research in the archives of the Linnean Society of London has brought several

letters sent from Bologna to our attention. This correspondence includes 16 letters
sent by seven correspondents; amongst them, only three lived permanently and worked
in Bologna: Giuseppe Monti, to whom Linnaeus showed the highest consideration;
Gabriele Brunelli (1728-1797), Bassi’s successor as Keeper of the Botanic Garden,
and Ferdinando Bassi. Unfortunately, the epistles sent from Linnaeus to Bologna have
not come down to us, unlike thousands of other letters that other outstanding scientific
personalities of his lifetime sent to Bassi. These are preserved at the University Library
of Bologna. Our knowledge of the exchanges between Bologna and Linnaeus is thus
only based on the epistles now in the keeping of the Linnean Society; but Linnaeus’s
gratitude to Bononian botanists is also documented by the names of two plant genera,
Montia and Bassia, named after them.

In his letter Gabriele Brunelli (The Linnaean correspondence, letter L508) simply
communicates that after Bassi’s death, the care of the botanical garden in Bologna
was given to him.

Monti’s epistle (L1595) is a formal reply to a Linnaeus’ letter: he sends two copies
of a work he has recently published, and asks for fresh seeds from Europe or North
Asia. In return he offers Italian seeds. He is also willing to exchange some of his own
works or other Italian books for some of Linnaeus’s works that Monti now lacks.

While Monti and Brunelli sent only one letter each, Ferdinando Bassi wrote nine
letters to the Swedish naturalist, beginning in 1763 (L3691) and continuing throughout
Bassi’s life (until 1773, L4944); these warm and informative letters include Bassi’s
descriptions of new botanical species and information about other natural science
matters such as the description of a species of mollusc (L4598), or some observations
of a comet compiled by the astronomer of the Bononian Academy of Sciences (L4308).
Furthermore, Linnaeus received from Bassi at least thirteen botanical specimens, along
with accurate drawings of newly discovered species: such drawings and specimens
helped Linnaeus to illustrate plant species never described before. Nowadays the
Linnean Herbarium still preserves six specimens sent by Bassi. Amongst them, the
two leaves of Ambrosinia bassi were sent in 1770 (L4456; Bassi himself regrets that
he cannot send a dried flower having just one specimen left); Alisma parnassifolia
and Cynanchum viminale (today known as Sarcostemma viminale) were enclosed in a
letter sent by Bassi to Linnaeus on December 13, 1767 (L4012; in this letter Bassi
accurately described these new species; later he also sent a drawing illustrating the
floral structure of Cynachum); in 1772 Bassi sent Linnaeus a dried specimen of
Claytonia portulacaria (named Crassula portulacaria in the letter L4779, following
Linnaeus’s nomenclature). Bassi succeeded in obtaining for the first time the flowering
of this plant, and suggested placing it in a new genus. The two specimens of Lamium
garganicum and Papaver alpinum are not mentioned in the correspondence; Spencer
Savage identified the labels on these sheets as having been in Bassi’s hand (Savage,
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1945). While these specimens are well known and have been the subject of close
scrutiny in recent works in which Linnaean (and Linnaean-linked) collections are
discussed in detail, along with the collectors who supplied specimens (Jarvis, 2007;
Douglas, 2006), it is a new discovery that Bassi obtained plants from Linnaeus in
return.

The recent discovery of five autoptic Linnaean specimens in Bassi’s herbarium,
preserved at the Herbarium of the University of Bologna, has provided the opportunity
to deepen our knowledge about the cultural exchanges between Bologna and Northern
Europe.

The small, well-preserved exsiccata are accompanied with one or more handwritten
labels. Unfortunately, none of the labels is written in Linnaeus’ own hand;
notwithstanding, that their provenance is proved by the plants’ chorology, by their
uniqueness within the Bassian herbarium, and especially by the letter (L4308) in which
Bassi thanks Linnaeus:

Grates tibi, Botanicorum Princeps, rependo innumeras de Rubo arctico, de Andromeda
caerulea, nec non hypnoide, de Lychnide alpina, et de junco bifloro, quibus quinque
rarissimis Plantis per litteras me ditasti, quaeque in tui memoriam hortum siccum meum
ornabunt semper.

The following list enumerates these newly discovered specimens including their
identity according to Linnaeus and the transcription of the annotations for each label.
1) Andromeda coerulea L. (Figure 2a)

Andromeda coerulea, Linn:/ Andromeda [foliis] peduncolis agregatis corollis/ ovatis
foliis sparsis linearibus obtusis planis./ Linn: Spe: Pla: ed: 2da: 563:

2) Andromeda hypnoides L. (Figure 2b)
Andromeda hypnoides Linn:/ Andromeda pedunculis solitariis termi/ nalibus corollis
campanulatis foliis confertis/ subulatis./ Linn: Spe: Pla: ed: 2da: 563:

3) Lychnis alpina L. (Figure 2c)
Lychnis alpina./ 53: L: 80:

Lychnis alpina.

Lychnis alpina L./ nec Saponaria lutea Linn./ v. num. 25/ Lynis pyreniaca umbellifera
minima./ I: R: H: 338:

4) Rubus arcticus L. (Figure 2d)
Rubus Arcticus Linn./ Rubus humilis flore purpureo/ Buxb: Cent: 5: pag: 13: Tab: 26:

5) Juncus stygius L. (Figure 2e)
Juncus Aquis innatans fol. inferio/ ribus non articulosis longissimis/ et capillaceis
superioribus brevibus/ crassioribus et articulosis Micheli N.G./ 39 fortasse varietas
junci nodosi

Juncus-stygius./ Linn: Spe: ed: 2da. 467:

Documents and specimens found in Bologna and London formed the core for an
exhibition named “Linnaeus at Bologna”, which highlighted the impact of Linnean
innovations and the development of biological classification in Italy and particularly
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in Bologna, and shed light on a previously little-known aspect of the history of the
University of Bologna.

Figure 2: Ferdinando Bassi, Bassi’s herbarium, specimens sent by Carl Linnaeus:
a (top) Andromeda coerulea L.; b (top right) Andromeda hypnoides L.;

c (bottom left) Lychnis alpina L.; d (bottom) Rubus arcticus L.
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A most curious beetle from the insect collection
of William Hunter (1718-1783)

Georgina Brown and E. Geoffrey Hancock

Hunterian Museum (Zoology), University of Glasgow, G12 8QQ.

Introduction
Dr William Hunter (1718-1783) succeeded as a physician, teacher of anatomy and

obstetrician and became an avid collector of a wide range of objects of artistic and
scientific interest. These were housed in a purpose built museum within his home at
No.16, Great Windmill Street, London, including a fine collection of insects. His
bequest of the contents of this museum to the University of Glasgow formed the basis
of the first public museum in Scotland in 1807 (Keppie, 2007). The insect collection
numbers around 7,600 specimens and in it resides a particularly curious beetle (Fig.
1). This insect was referred to in the first published guide to the Hunterian Museum
(Laskey, 1813) as Scarabaeus neptunus and can be seen to be a combination of a
number of different species glued together. Whether this was a deliberate attempt to
produce a fake, to confound or amuse is open to conjecture.

Background
William Hunter and other collectors and naturalists of the time such as Sir Joseph

Banks (1743-1820), Dr John Fothergill (1712-1780) and Dru Drury (1725-1803),
possessed some of the finest insect collections in eighteenth century England. They
obtained their specimens by various means, either from expeditions, as Banks himself
did on his famous circumnavigation during 1768-1771 with Captain James Cook, by
purchase from travellers or exchange with fellow collectors. One of the principal
entomologists to benefit from these resources was Johann Christian Fabricius (1745-
1808). In visiting naturalists throughout Europe and in describing new species from
the various specimens in their collections, he obtained many specimens for his own
collection (Fabricius, 1784 & 1787). When in London, on nine occasions between
1767 and 1791, he had access to all the collections there also. Hunter had no
entomological leanings but by engaging Fabricius as his curator he got insects from
all over the world. As Carter (1987) phrased it, ‘[Fabricius was] at work amongst the
Banksian arthropods, both before and after the Endeavour voyage, and an agent in
distributing duplicate specimens to other collections such as William Hunter’s and
Dru Drury’s’. Fabricius, having such a free range to describe and distribute so-called
duplicates, explains how there are examples of insects from the Endeavour and many
other sources in Glasgow. Examples of this re-distribution of entomological wealth
can be found, for example, in the numerous African specimens collected by Francis
Masson (1741-1805), Henry Smeathman (1742-1786) and others as described by
Douglas & Hancock (2007). By this process Fabricius created at Hunter’s request a
fine collection derived from a variety of sources in the Windmill Street museum.
Some of these specimens are clearly syntypes of Fabrician names and many others
have a potential candidacy for such status.
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The curious beetle described
Naturally there was competition between collectors to procure the rarest specimens

and possess an insect collection that was aesthetically pleasing. A particularly large
beetle in Hunter’s collection is not listed in his Trustees’ Catalogue (1785) along with
his other insects but was described by Laskey (1813) as Scarabaeus neptunus (Fig. 1).
Clearly it is not the insect later called Dynastes neptunus (Quensel, 1817) (Fig. 2). On
close inspection it can be seen to be constructed from four different species. The
abdomen, middle and hind legs are from the Hercules beetle Dynastes hercules (Fig.

Figure 1. ‘Scarabaeus neptunus’ the curious fake beetle in Hunter’s collection.
The abdomen, middle and hind legs are from Dynastes hercules, the main thorax and

front legs from Megalosoma actaeon, and the smaller thorax with head are a
Strategus species as are the front ‘tarsi’.

Figure 2. An example of Dynastes neptunus (Quensel,1817).
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3), a heavy-weight beetle from Central America and the Antilles. The ‘main’ thorax
and fore legs are from an equally large South American scarab beetle, Megalosoma
actaeon (Fig. 4). The ‘head’ is made from the thorax and head of a third species of
scarab, a rhinoceros beetle, Strategus sp. (Fig. 5). Ventrally the space between the two
has been filled with a small amount of cotton wool. The front tarsi have been replaced
by the femora and tibia of a fourth beetle, although it is possible they are from the

same Strategus specimen. It has been glued together with great care and the joins are
only readily visible close up or from underneath (Fig. 6 & 7). The whole beetle would
have looked quite in place to the untrained eye in a display cabinet. All of the parts are
male Dynastinae, which include the rhinoceros, Hercules and elephant beetles, among
the bulkiest of all insects. Laskey (1813) describes the exhibit as it could be seen in
early nineteenth century Glasgow:

In a corresponding Case on the right, SCARABÆUS NEPTUNUS (Neptune Beetle) is
preserved. This insect is excessively rare. The country from which it came is unknown.
It is generally believed, by most Entomologists, that it is the fabrication of a German or
Dutch Naturalist, by taking the body of Scarabæus Hercules, and the head and thorax

Figure 3. An example of Dynastes hercules
from Hunter’s collection.

Figure 4. An example of Megalosoma actaeon
from Hunter’s collection.

Figure 5. An example of  Strategus sp. from
Hunter’s collection.
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of Scarabæus Actæon. As both these insects are in cases adjoining, the visitor may
have the pleasure of making the comparison. N.B. The head of the insect is wanting.

Discussion
It is possible that this beetle may have been put together initially in the belief they

were simply two halves of the same specimen that had been accidentally separated in
a consignment from overseas. If it was put together in a skilful attempt to deceive then
it might have been done for commercial reasons to gain from collectors’ acquisitive

Figure 6. Close-up of “Scarabaeus neptunus”.

Figure 7. The underside of “Scarabaeus neptunus” showing great care in fit.
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greed. Alternatively, a scientific hoax may have been attempted but as nobody has
been lured into print to describe the specimen as an example of a genuine species
believed to occur in nature this was ultimately unsuccessful. It would certainly add to
the attractiveness and diversity in a display case to the untutored eye. As an item for
contemplation it has succeeded to some small extent although there is no further
contemporary record of what humour or further conjecture it engendered beyond Laskey
(1813).

It was, and still is, common practice to carry out repairs on any damaged insects
that were rare or difficult to replace. Parts broken off in transit, such as the legs,
abdomens etc. were easily re-attached. Tears or holes in the wings of Lepidoptera
were repaired historically using patches cut from the wings of other species. A common
Indian swallowtail or even British species could be cut up and used to repair a rare
African specimen. Thin mica, paper or tissue were used for this purpose also. Entire
structures were sometimes replaced with carefully modelled materials. For example,
fake antennae were made using a small trimmed feather quill, or a missing abdomen
might be replaced with a carved replica of painted balsa wood or cork (Brown &
Hancock, 2007).

Laskey’s (1813) reference to a missing head of the Neptune beetle is mysterious.
It does not seem credible that he could have missed seeing it and this would imply the
additional Strategus thorax and head were incorporated later. Several other large beetles
in Hunter’s collection show evidence that repairs have been carried out. A specimen
of Megasoma actaeon (Fig.8) has a female abdomen, glued onto a male thorax. The
abdomen is clearly too small for the thorax and males of this species have smooth
elytra whereas the female’s a distinctly wrinkled surface (Christiansen, 2006). One of
the middle legs has been replaced with a smaller one, glued upside down to the
underside of the abdomen, and some tibiae and tarsi have been glued onto both front
legs in a rather haphazard way (Fig. 9). An example of Dynastes hercules shows a
thorax and abdomen crudely reconnected using glue and a wooden stick and a small

Figure 8. Megasoma actaeon showing female
abdomen glued to a male thorax.
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horned scarab has one elytra substituted with
a smaller one from a different species. These
are probably attempts at genuine repairs, but
there is a second, smaller beetle in Hunter’s
collection (Fig. 10) using the abdomen from a
North American Eastern Hercules beetle,
Dynastes tityus, (Fig. 11) and the thorax and
head of yet another a Strategus specimen. It is
tempting to consider along with the Neptune
beetle that these are not innocent repairs, but
deliberate attempts to deceive.

Figure 9. Megasoma actaeon underside
showing replaced middle leg and tibia.

Figure 10. Another ‘fake’ beetle from Hunter’s collection, made up from the
abdomen of Dynastes tityus and the thorax and head from  Strategus sp.

Figure 11. An example of Dynastes tityus  from eastern USA.



THE LINNEAN 2008 VOLUME 24(3)32

Acknowledgements
This work is part of The Leverhulme Trust award (F/00 179/AA) researching the

historical and scientific context of William Hunter’s eighteenth century insect
collection.

References
BROWN, G. V. and HANCOCK, E. G. 2007. The historical repairs of butterflies and moths

from the eighteenth century collection of William Hunter, University of Glasgow.
Natural Sciences Collections Association News 12: 15-19.

CARTER, H. B. 1987. Sir Joseph Banks (1743- 1820) A guide to biographical and
bibliographical sources. Winchester: St Paul’s Biographies, 328 pp.

CHRISTIANSEN. P. 2006. Somatic Proportions in Genus Megasoma (Scarabaeidae:
Dynastinae): Megasoma actaeon. Annals of the Entomological Society of America 99:
342-351.

DOUGLAS, A. S. and HANCOCK, E. G. 2007. Insect collecting in Africa during the
eighteenth century and William Hunter’s collection. Archives of Natural History 34:
293-306.

FABRICIUS, J. C. 1784. Briefe aus London vermischten Inhalt. Dessau und Leipzig 348.
FABRICIUS, J. C. 1787. Ungedruckte Briefe auf einer Reise durch Rußland, vierter Brief.

Historisches Portefeuille 4: 409-443.
KEPPIE, L. 2007. William Hunter and the Hunterian Museum in Glasgow 1807-2007.

Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 190 pp.
LASKEY, J. 1813. A general account of the Hunterian Museum, Glasgow: including

historical and scientific notes of the various objects of art, literature, natural history,
anatomical preparations, antiquities, etc, in that celebrated collection. Glasgow: John
Smith & Son, 134 pp.

TRUSTEES’ CATALOGUE (1785). Manuscript list of William Hunter’s insect collection.
Glasgow University Library, Special Collections, MR17.



THE LINNEAN 2008 VOLUME 24(3) 33

Great Name:
Who was Mrs. George Linnaeus Banks?

A relative sent me a copy of The Manchester Man by Mrs. Banks; first serialized
in Cassell’s Magazine in 1874. The edition I received is a paperback, evidently still in
print. So who was Mrs. Banks who possessed the names of two of the World’s most
famous botanists? She was born Isabella Varley in the centre of the town of Manchester
in 1821, the daughter of James and Amelia Varley. Her father’s family had been in the
drysalting business for generations, for which they had a shop; the nearest we can
come to that today is a hardware store. Drysalters also dealt in chemicals for a number
of domestic and commercial purposes e.g. bleaches, paints and saltpetre. Isabella’s
father described himself as a chemist and artist. The Varleys were part of a growing
middle class at the beginning of the 19th century. They were a large Lancashire and
Yorkshire family (one of their number, by marriage, Dr. Peggy Varley FLS, tells me
they still are). They were connected or related to a number of literary people in the
north, amongst them Harrison Ainsworth, author of The Lancashire Witches. Isabella
received a good education for ladies of the day; at 17 she became a successful teacher
herself and, when her father died in 1842, she was the Mistress of a small private-
school. Unlike most of her pupils and their parents, she clearly noted much poverty,
ill-health and deprivation in the modest town she grew up in. The Manchester Man is
a novel of that peculiarly Victorian kind, where good triumphs over evil after a long,
bitterly fought struggle. The place is central Manchester fifty or so years before Isabella
Banks was born. Tragedy and betrayal, hard-work and idleness, illness and injury,
social rejection, the struggle for betterment, misplaced loyalty are all here, but in an
almost racy and eminently readable style. Well researched, the local dialect is, at least
to this Yorkshireman, authentic and comprehensible.

Her novels and shorter stories dealt with the gritty world of work, mainly in the
north of England. She was universally acclaimed by the critics of the day for “doing
her homework” on the people and places in her novels. She wrote sympathetically of
the activities of Luddites in the first decade of the 19th century; she lamented their
summary trials, and the tribulations of the victims of the Peterloo Massacre of 1819.
In Manchester she witnessed the cholera outbreak of 1832 and the Food Riots of
1842. Her instincts were with the downtrodden; she stood for free trade and opposed
the Corn Laws.

She married George Linnaeus Banks (b. 1821) in 1846 and her teaching career
came to an end. George’s father John Banks, was a seedsman and florist of Birmingham;
he was also a procrustean non-conformist distantly related to the great Sir Joseph
Banks. In his profession, he would have been familiar with the contribution of Linnaeus
to botany. But for him the only use of literature was the holy writ; he once burned a
copy of Robinson Crusoe which George had borrowed from a school friend. Strange,
then, that George, after an indifferent start in various crafts, bore up for literature and
the arts. As an amateur, he was a talented writer, actor, speaker, improvisator and
singer; he also wrote epigrams for the Birmingham Argus; his father and grandfather
had contributed to newspapers in their days. As a literary man, he preferred the name
“Linnaeus Banks”. Like Isabella, George had had a reasonable education and he sought
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the same for the urban and rural masses. He was a passionate advocate for Mechanics’
Institutes, of one of which Isabella was a member when he met her. One of his other.
causes was the Evicted Tenants’ Aid Society of which he was Secretary.

He and Isabella also wrote verse, of which the only worthwhile survival is What I
Live For:

I live for those who love me,
For those who know me true,
For the heaven that smiles above me,
And awaits my spirit too:
For the cause that lacks assistance,
For the wrong that needs resistance,
For the future in the distance,
And the good that I can do.

This poem summarises the Banks’ outlook on life. Republicans, social reformers,
liberal thinkers, anti-establishment Christians, they would have been quite at home in
the Britain of today. After their marriage, George moved to Manchester (his father
had died in the year of his marriage, leaving George homeless) and he found its social
climate convivial and useful. But tragedy struck: the following year their first child
died. Perhaps to put the memory behind them, the family moved. George became
editor of The Harrogate Advertiser and subsequently of a number of provincial
newspapers in Birmingham, Dublin, Durham, Sussex and Windsor. They went on to
have seven more children, only three of whom survived to adulthood. Isabella wrote
some 60 novels and short stories set in the parts of England to which their itinerant
life took them. In 1865, they collated a book, Daisies in the Grass, of some 60 poems
and songs, including George’s What I Live For, above. A significant part of their verse
laments the loss of their five children and other relatives. In 1881 George died of
cancer in east London after a long and painful illness. Mrs. Banks, who had been the
breadwinner during this time, was by now famous and well provided for; she wrote a
further seven novels and contributed many articles to the nascent Manchester City
News between 1878 and 1897 although she continued to live in east London, where
she also died, after a fall, in 1897. Isabella and George are buried in Abney Park
churchyard, now a nature reserve, in Stoke Newington High Street, N16.

They seem to have had no interest in science that I can discover. George supplied
a fitting epitaph for them both:

Those who bring sunshine to the lives of others cannot keep it from themselves.
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Book Reviews
Linnaeus in Gotland From the Diary at the Linnean Society, London to present
day Gotland by Marita Jonsson with photography by Marita and Helga Jonsson.
GotlandsBoken 2007, ISBN 978-91-976508-2-3. £25.00

This lovely book takes a simple idea; Linnaeus travelled in Gotland in 1741, so
2007 his tercentenary year was a good opportunity to update the diary. Marita Jonsson
lives on Gotland, loves the island and has written much about it; she was the obvious
person to repeat the journey and comment on the changes. She was able to visit the
places he visited on the days he visited them during the years 2005 and 2006. One has
to remember that 11 days were added to the calendar in 1753 so his arrival on 22 June
is now 3 July.

The book is laid out in a straightforward fashion; Linnaeus’s diary entries on one
page followed by Marita Jonsson’s diary entries opposite, noting building materials
and styles, interesting ways of life and the plants, animals and minerals he found.
There are beautiful photographs on every page relating to the places he visited and the
plants he found. Unfortunately some of the plant captions are wrong or missing, but
this is no real problem.

Sweden had been impoverished by long wars and had only recently regained
Gotland from Denmark. The Estates of the Realm were keen on economic recovery
and finding new natural resources. Linnaeus had suffered poverty as a child in Småland
and understood the importance of this.

The 18th century was also the time of the Enlightenment and an interest in
philosophy and science. Linnaeus had recently been appointed Professor of Medicine
and Botany in Uppsala and president of the newly formed Royal Academy of Sciences.
He was able to get finance from the government – a daily allowance and horse transport.
He was quite well known already so took with him six ‘young, bright and handsome
youths’ who would help him write and edit his diary. They travelled at their own
expense.

The party worked hard during the day to find and describe as much as possible
then wrote the diary in the evening. Some of the young men wrote parts of the diary
mostly from Linnaeus’s dictation using their field notes. It is this diary, which is in the
Linnean Society of London’s collections that Eivor Cormack has translated so well.
Later Linnaeus published his findings and made sure they were well disseminated.
The version published in 1745 had been ‘improved’ to be more correct with scurrilous
anecdotes removed. This is the version originally translated by Marie Åsberg, a labour
of love, and published by the Linnean Society of London in 1973 and republished in
2007 by Gyllene Snittet HB of Uppsala.

The two books have a completely different readership in mind. Marita Jonsson’s
is for the joy of Gotland and the people who live and work there. It chronicles the
changes that have taken place in the last 266 years. Those of us who went on the
excursion to Gotland in 2007 have been able to compare and contrast Gotland then
and now – and a most interesting experience it was. This is a book full of gorgeous
pictures to remind us what a delightful place it is; also for others to get a feeling for
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the island and realise it is a place well worth visiting. It is a gentle travelogue for
disciples of Linnaeus who want to know more about his visit to Gotland.

Marita Jonsson is regional director of Monuments and Sites for Gotland so
understands the architecture and buildings well. She looks carefully at the buildings
and styles which Linnaeus mentions and describes the changes that have taken place
– such as church towers being built or extended after his time. She is less knowledgeable
about plants but went to look for and found some of the useful ones that Linnaeus
found such as woad and madder, and plants he had never seen on the mainland -
scorpion senna at Torsburgen and pliant lettuce on Stora Karlsö.

Linnaeus makes long lists of plants he found and some of their uses, using a
mixture of Latin and Swedish. He was beginning to develop his binomial system of
nomenclature but often uses two or more Latin adjectives. The translation gives their
English names or enough hints to identify them. There is a plant list at the back – but
why, oh why no Latin names? Linnaeus would be disappointed; he wanted everyone
of every nationality to be able to understand what plant was being discussed. Hopefully
this can be added in a second edition?

Linnaeus and his party arrived in Visby on 22 June (3 July) and found most of the
town in ruins. The departing Danes had destroyed almost everything. Now the visitor
finds an almost perfectly restored medieval walled town, a World Heritage Site since
1995.

They were soon out of the town and travelled on horseback around the island in a
clockwise circuit.  They stayed in inns, rectories and farmhouses and these are described
when still identifiable. They were always having trouble with the availability of horses.
Marita stayed in more modern hotels and describes some interesting conversions for
hotels and holiday homes; she also had the problem of modern traffic, which doubles
in July and August when she was travelling.

Agriculture is still an important industry with arable lands now growing maize
rather than rye and barley which Linnaeus found. The marshes have been drained but
there is still some great fen sedge; Linnaeus wonders if it could be grown on the
mainland as it is more durable than straw for thatching. Marita notes the lamb-houses
with steep sedge roofs and limestone walls.

There are still plenty of the special Gotland sheep, but less than earlier, so the
vegetation has grown up and scrub and forest have redeveloped even on the poor
soils. She is quite lyrical about many of the birds she sees and hears which breed on
the marshes and cliffs.

The journey ends back in Visby. Linnaeus was held up in finding a suitable yacht
then bad weather – eventually he gets back to Uppsala and his new job as professor.
Marita Jonsson concludes that Visby is better seen outside the main tourist season
when the streets are not full of people and street cafés. The boats are more reliable
these days with plenty of ferries, but she will remain and wait for autumn to visit sites
at leisure.

DAPHNE FIELDING FLS
For this book’s website see: www.info@gotlandsboken.se
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Carl Linnaeus [1734], 2007* The Dalarna Journey together with Journeys to the
Mines and Works. Translated and edited by Andrew Casson Gullers Förlag, Örebro,
Sweden, www.gullersforlag.se ISBN 978-91-88238-66-5 £25.00

On the road with Linnaeus – the Reuterholmian Travel Society.
This is an impeccable and beautiful book. It is produced to the highest ‘coffee-

table’ standards but also contains a remarkable and fascinating text – or rather texts,
because there are really two textual components to this book. The first is of course the
original (translated) diary by Linnaeus. The other is the extensive accompanying
modern editorial text, which, with all the indexes and illustrations, probably doubles
the original diaries for length. All this editorial matter explains with great clarity the
background to the journeys and the diaries, and also includes numerous scholarly but
highly readable footnotes. These unerringly seem to anticipate almost every question
that readers might ask themselves about points in the diary, whether they are specialists
or not in the subject matter concerned.

Moreover, both the original text and the modern editorial matter represent the
substantial efforts of three different teams. Although Linnaeus wrote the diary proper,
the information in it was compiled through the efforts of all eight members of his
expedition, which he charmingly called the ‘Reuterholmian Travel Society’ (more of
which, below). The modern editorial text was the result of a joint project between
Dalarna University, Dalarnas Museum and the publishers themselves. This was led by
Arvid Hjalmar Uggla, with the assistance of a further 26 other scholars who worked
for over 15 years to produce the Swedish edition of these diaries in 1953, published
by the Swedish Linnean Society and Nordiska Museet. In fact, there had been earlier
Swedish editions, the first of which was published in 1889, but the 1953 Swedish
edition and its 2007 English counterpart are the first authoritative scholarly editions.
The third team effort was that which produced the present English version, including
the illustrations, and includes, in addition to present translator and editor, Andrew
Casson, names familiar to Fellows, like John Edmondson FLS and Gina Douglas
FLS.

The book is an unusual size, being an almost square ‘quarto’ which I guess was
intended to facilitate the very pleasing and generous page layouts. The diaries proper
occupy left-hand columns and the footnotes the right-hand columns, in a width ratio
of about two to one respectively. Every page is also interspersed with illustrations,
often in colour, usually of an animal, plant or mineral related to the text, often as
reproductions of work by older naturalists and illustrators. There are also numerous
illustrations related to the mining and to the social, medical and ethnic details of the
diaries, including old photographs. And lastly, there are also reproductions of Linnaeus’s
own drawings, and of excerpts of the handwritten text of his original Dalarna
manuscript, as kept in the Linnean Society of London.

Having conveyed something of the complexity of the production and history of
this book, and its contents, what of the diaries themselves? The origin of the journey
is fully conveyed in Linnaeus’s own title page: “carried out at the order and expense

* The manuscript which forms the core of this book were written as diaries in 1734, and
were not published in Linnaeus’s lifetime.
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of the Most Magnanimous and Right Honourable Nils Reuterholm Governor of the
province of Dalarna, through the Swedish province of Dalarna ... containing
observations on Geography, Physics, Mineralogy, Botany, Zoology, Ethnography and
Husbandry ....”. To this list might be added the mines and mining industry of the
region, and the extension of the journey into the neighbouring part of Norway, then
under Danish rule.

Linnaeus was just 27 years old on the summer’s day his Travel Society started
their journey. His organization of his expedition is intriguing, and perhaps also for its
time (I have not checked), innovative, in that he enlisted his fellow travellers on an
academic, horses-for-courses basis according to the particular subjects each was to
study as they went along, reporting at the end of each day their findings to Linnaeus.
They were all younger men than himself, the youngest being a teenager, Benjamin
Sandel, an American Swede who reported on the agricultural economy. Linnaeus was
the self-styled “President”, referred to by Carsson as the “benevolent despot” of this
“summer jaunt”. In reality, notwithstanding the evident enjoyment these young men
have in doing such things as estimating distances by firing their guns or by trying to
throw stones across rivers, this was a serious little travelling academy of which Linnaeus
was the professor, encouraging and teaching his students as they went on their journey,
conditions of which were not always as summery and jaunty as Carsson has dubbed it.

The journey clearly has its origins in that great contemporary European drive to
generate detailed rational accounts, with collections, of the contemporary economies,
geography, natural history and potential products of different regions, both at home
and abroad. Linnaeus however is also genuinely concerned with the health and welfare
of the people they move amongst. Life in this region of Sweden was very hard, even at
‘bread-line’ levels. The climate was harsh and the soils and natural resources in many
places were often inadequate for producing enough for people to live on – aside that is
from the great commercial success of the copper and iron mining in the region.
Nevertheless, conditions for the people working these mines and their smelters were
grim, and Linnaeus reflected that it must have been places like this which inspired
preachers in their portrayal of Hell – so anticipating William Blake’s “dark, satanic
mills” by 70 years.

As most naturalist readers would expect, Linnaeus recounts the botany of the
journey in great detail (at that time, using pre-Linnean nomenclature of course! –
which the editors have rendered into modern Linnean names). But Linnaeus as a
zoologist is also very evident here too, incorporating the observations of his zoological
companion, Eric Emporelius, complete with in-the-field dissections. But most
surprising perhaps, to anyone who thinks of Linnaeus mainly as a biologist, is the
extent and detail of his observations (with his geologist, Ingel Fahlstedt) on the general
geology, and on the mining and smelting methods.

Moreover, written in 1734, the diary gives a snapshot of geological thinking before
the work of James Hutton, William Smith and Charles Lyell, and their contemporaries
in the later eighteenth century, who generated the first revolution in the earth sciences
by realizing the extent of geological time and giving us the rational foundations of
stratigraphy. Linnaeus gives us interesting details of the rocks, fossils and minerals
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they find, but can convey no idea of how old they might be, nor of how one outcrop
relates to another in geological structure and stratigraphy. Nevertheless, Brian Gardiner
FLS (1989) has shown how Linnaeus’s geological thinking developed throughout his
later life and how the principle of stratigraphic correlation came to him in the 1760s in
the course of his numerous other journeys around Sweden. I recommend this article
for further background on Linnaeus as a geologist including the significance of the
Dalarna journey.

The Travel Society made a carefully numbered collection of rocks and minerals,
which, according to the editors, was eventually part of the posthumous purchase of
Linnaeus’s collections made by Sir James Edward Smith, including a 2500-strong
mineral collection. Apparently, while his biological collections are now in the care of
the Linnean Society of London, his minerals were sold on by Smith shortly after he
acquired them. But after an admittedly very brief amount of research effort on my part
(and thanks here also to Gina Douglas FLS), I have not yet been able to discover the
eventual fate of Linnaeus’s mineral collection, apart from those which remained in
Sweden (see also Gardiner 1989).

Thanks to these diaries, I have now discovered that Linnaeus also seems to have
been a bit of a fashion-writer too, as the diaries include numerous details on the style
and make-up of the clothing as well as the looks, attractive or otherwise, of the people
whom the expedition meet on their way. But if I may be allowed just one little
reservation about this excellent book, readers who really want to follow the journey in
detail, will need a good modern topographic map of the region to help them, and,
given the amount of geological detail in the diaries, even a geological map too. The
contemporary maps reproduced in the book are interesting and attractive, but not
quite enough. I also recommend a web search for images of the region as it is today,
unless of course, you know the region already.

All in all, there is an enjoyable wholesomeness about the writing, in its simplicity
and earnestness, and a wealth of fascinating historical and scholarly detail, and natural
history. There is something for everyone in these diaries. This book made me want to
set out myself to follow in the footsteps of the Reuterholmian Travel Society through
Dalarna.

BRIAN ROSEN FLS,
Department of Zoology, Natural History Museum, London

Reference
Gardiner, B.G. 1989. Linnaeus’ geological career. The Linnean 5(1), 28-44. [Republished in

May 2007, a pdf of which can be downloaded as “3-Geology.pdf” at: http://
www.linnean.org/fileadmin/images/The_Linnean_-_Tercentenary/.

For details of how to order any of these 3 books see page 21.
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Linnaeus’ Oland and Gotland Journey 1741: Gyllene Snittet H.B.,
S:t Johannesgarten 23 1, SE-753 12 Uppsala, Sweden,
www.gyllensnittet-design.se, ISBN 978 91 633 0361 6, £25.00

Although some translations of Linnaeus works into German, French and English
were undertaken in the eighteenth century, the following two centuries have seen a
decline in such exercises. The diary of the 1741 Oland and Gotland expedition had
been translated into German and Dutch within fifty years but it wasn’t until 1973 that
William Stearn edited Marie Asberg’s first translation into English and painstakingly
researched and updated the scientific names of the flora and fauna recorded by Linnaeus.
This was published in the March and June editions of the Botanical Journal of the
Linnean Society and also as a hardback book by Academic Press. Sadly this is long
out of print, but, for last years’ tercentenary, The Linnean Society of London in
conjunction with Elina Antell‘s Gyllene Snittet publishing house in Uppsala undertook
the production of a revised edition. This was edited by John Edmondson and is well
illustrated with facsimiles of pages from the original diary (with Linnaeus’ charming
sketches of all manner of objects in the margins), photographs of some of the herbarium
specimens and contemporary and modern maps.

In the year 1741, Linnaeus had applied for the post of Professor of Medicine at the
University of Uppsala. It was while waiting to hear the result that the Swedish
government commissioned him to explore and survey the natural resources of the two
large Baltic islands, a trip undertaken between June 21 and August 24, 1741. He looked
in particular at medicinal and economic plants and the commercial possibilities of
various mineral and ores.

Only one page of Linnaeus’ original “jottings” exists but it is thought that he
dictated these to his party of “six young gentlemen” in the evenings of each day when
a fuller account was recorded. The sheer enthusiasm with which he dealt with not
only all aspects of natural history but subjects as varied as the construction of gates,
local cures for illnesses, dialects, translations of runic inscriptions, how various
machines worked, local architecture, the examination of a child of indeterminate sex,
folklore and people’s clothing must have provided an incredible experience for these
young men – as it does for today’s reader.

On Oland they were told of the presence of coal “somewhere in Kastlosa” and
after being shown two very unlikely locations and a solitary piece which he declared
“Looked English” we can imagine their amusement at the trip up the proverbial garden
path! On Gotland we smile at the description of the fossil-rich beach at Kappelshamn.
Linnaeus wrote, “Each stone was nothing but a coral” and added that “there was
enough for every man in the world to get a cartload”. He noted the series of ridges
above the beach and how the fossils further inland were more weathered and assumed
living material could be found in the bay but didn’t have time to look himself. We
sympathise with his account of the party of 15 local seal-hunters from Faro who found
themselves adrift on an ice flow for two weeks. All survived and are immortalised in
a painting in Faro church, all dressed in their Sunday clothes.

This charming book cannot fail to enthral any reader.
ROSEMARY WISE FLS
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220th Anniversary Meeting
of the Linnean Society

held at Burlington House, Piccadilly, London W1J 0BF

at 4.00 pm on Friday 23 May, 2008

1. The President took the Chair and welcomed 96 Fellows and their guests to the
meeting.
Apologies were received from:

Prof. R.J.Berry PPLS Dr Brian Morr FLS
Prof. Mike Claridge PPLS Dr Charles Prion Pansius
Dimitar Dimitrov FLS Prof. Gordon McGregor Reid, PPLS
Prof. Dianne Edwards FRS, FLS Dr Kees Rookmaaker FLS
Jeremy Franks FLS Prof. Alan C.Roberts FLS
Prof. Stephen Hawkins FLS Dr S.H.Sohmer FLS
Alastair Land FLS Kim Stewart FLS
Dr Gill Mapstone FLS Kathie Way FLS
Prof. P.Geoff Moore FLS Peter Wilberforce FLS

2. Admission of Fellows. The following signed the Obligation in the Roll and Charter
Book and were admitted Fellows:

Mauri Åhlberg, Christoffer Schander
Annika Ericson Brown Gary Wallace
David Hardman Hazel West-Scherring
Dorothy Holley Matthew Wills
Sandra McInnes Robert Wingate
Annabel Molyneaux

3. The Minutes of the Meeting held on 8 May 2008 were taken as read and signed.
4. The Acting Executive Secretary read for the third time the Certificate of

Recommendation for the election of a Fellow honoris causa, Robert McCredie
May, Baron May of Oxford. The citation is reproduced below:
Bob May, as he is known to his many friends, is a man of many parts with interests

in many scientific fields. He was educated at Sydney Boys’ High School and then at the
University of Sydney where he read Chemical Engineering and theoretical Physics for
his degree, going on to study for a PhD in Theoretical Physics that he received in 1959.

His career quickly developed, firstly as lecturer in Applied Mathematics at Harvard
University, returning to the University of Sydney in 1962 as Senior Lecturer passing
rapidly through Reader to Professor in Theoretical Physics. Then luckily for us he
became, in 1973, Class of 1877 Professor of Zoology at Princeton University. From
1988 to 1995 he held a Royal Society Research Professorship jointly at Imperial College
London and the University of Oxford where he became a Fellow of Merton College.

This short description of the posts held by Bob May does not really tell us much
about his real interests which he developed to all our advantage.  This was in animal
population dynamics and the relationship between complexity and stability in natural
communities. Because of his background, through the application of mathematical
techniques he moved forward the whole science of Population Biology. The 1970’s



THE LINNEAN 2008 VOLUME 24(3)42

and 1980’s saw the flowering of theoretical ecology through his work, which he went
on to apply to the study of disease and the even wider subject of biodiversity.

It is not surprising therefore, to see that in 1995 he was appointed Chief Scientific
Adviser to HM Government and head of the Office of Science and Technology. Needing
a rest one assumes he was elected President of the Royal Society in the year 2000.

If all these fine roles were not sufficient he has also slipped in a few other activities
and appointments over the years. To name but a few, Chairman of the Board of Trustees
of the Natural History Museum; Trustee of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew;
Independent Member of the Joint Nature Conservation Committee; Trustee of World
Wildlife Fund UK; President of the British Ecological Society; Executive Trustee of
the Nuffield Foundation and Foundation Trustee of the Gates Trust, University of
Cambridge.
5. Appointment of Scrutineers. The following were appointed as scrutineers:

Dr Alan Brafield, Dr James Moody and Professor David Pye.
6. Ballots. As a result of the ballots:
a. The following were elected to Council: Dr Mike Fay (B), Dr Terry Langford (Z)

and Professor P Geoff Moore (Z).
Details of these new Council members can be found in The Linnean, July 2008.

These nominations, all made by the Council, were for Fellows to replace Professor
Peter Davis (Z), Dr Nicholas Hind (B) and Dr Tim Littlewood (Z). The President
thanked outgoing Council members for their services to the Society.
b. The following was elected a Fellow honoris causa: Robert McCredie May, Baron

May of Oxford,
c. The Officers elected were: President Elect, Dr Vaughan Southgate,  Treasurer,

Professor Gren Ll Lucas OBE; Editorial Secretary, Dr John Edmondson;
Botanical Secretary, Dr Sandy Knapp; Collections Secretary, Mrs Susan Gove
and Zoological Secretary, Dr Vaughan Southgate.

d. The Fellows were elected as on the accompanying list.
7. Citations and Presentations of Medals and Awards:
a) The President presented the  2008 Linnean Medal for Botany to Professor Jeffrey

Duckett FLS, Professor of Botany at the School of Biological & Chemical Sciences,
Queen Mary, University of London, and  the Editorial Secretary, Dr John
Edmondson read the citation he had prepared:
Jeffrey Graham Duckett is a world leader in a range of bryophyte studies extending

from systematics to ultrastructure, functional anatomy and conservation. His publication
list of 7 books and over 180 refereed papers testifies to the breadth of his interests, the
quality of his research and his very successful collaboration with experts in the U.K.
and worldwide.

Born in Burnley in 1944 he graduated with first class honours from the University
of Cambridge in 1965, where he was also awarded the Hamshaw Thomas Biology
prize. He remained at Cambridge under the supervision of K.R. Thorne, as a bye-
fellow of Downing College, and obtained a Ph.D. in 1969 on “Morphogenetic studies
on Equisetum prothalli, with special reference to sex determination”. He then pursued
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postdoctoral research at University College, London with Professor P.R. Bell on
changes in macromolecular organisation of Equisetum during oogenesis and
spermatogenesis. He then held a lectureship at the School of Plant Biology at the
University College of North Wales in Bangor from 1970-78, with a break in 1974 as
visiting professor at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. From 1979 he has
held the chair of Botany at Queen Mary College, University of London, and was
academic dean of science from 2000 to 2004.

Jeff’s research interests include the structure, development and function of lower
land plants; the cytoskeleton in plant growth and development; symbiotic relationships
between fungi and cyanobacteria with liverworts and ferns; water and solute
translocation in bryophytes and the differentiation of their conducting elements;
dessication biology of plants; morphogenesis in Sphagnum; spermatogenesis, with
particular reference to subcellular shaping processes; phenotype sex determination;
diaspore formation and liberation in bryophytes; and the structure and function of
stomata in lower land plants. He has supervised 15 Ph.D. students and 2 M.Sc. students,
and has sustained a major teaching programme as well as being a much sought-after
external examiner at home and abroad. His broadcasting experience includes the
challenging topic “What’s exciting about botany in Lesotho?” for the African
Broadcasting Corporation (1992) and he continues to advise the Lesotho Highland
Development Association. He is a member of many learned societies, having become
a Fellow of the Linnean in 1966, and is an honorary member of the British Bryological
Society. In 2007 he became the first Briton to receive the prestigious Richard Spruce
Award from the International Association of Bryologists. There is no doubt that Jeff
Duckett is a most deserving recipient of the Linnean Medal for Botany in 2008.
b) The President presented the 2008 Linnean Medal for Zoology to Professor Stephen

Donovan FLS, of the Department of Palaeontology, Nationaal Natuurhistorisch
Museum, Leiden and the Zoological Secretary, Dr Vaughan Southgate read  the
citation, for which he thanked Dr Tim Littlewood:
Dr Stephen Donovan is a palaeozoologist but this title barely does justice to the

scope of the contributions he has made to systematics and natural history. Dr Donovan
has authored an enormous number of articles appearing in a considerable diversity of
outlets (from Nature to the Times Educational Supplement): his output is phenomenal
not just in volume, but in depth and breadth too. He is a consummate academic and
lives and breathes his subject. As a result he readily enthuses his colleagues, his peers,
his students and his audiences, be they academics, members of the general public or
friends and acquaintances. Each of his audiences is catered for with aplomb. Dr
Donovan brings to light facts and insights that draw from primary data and first rate
refereed articles, synthesized treatises, monographs, popular articles and field guides,
books, book reviews and commentaries that he spends his time crafting. Each written
contribution has an easy to read, often passionate and sometimes humorous (but no
less scientifically correct) style that further draws you into the world that clearly delights
and motivates Dr Donovan. Likewise his oral presentations never fail to deliver.

Dr Donovan’s influence on the wider field has been akin to the process of revealing
fossils themselves. Bit by bit, Dr Donovan has chipped and scraped away at diversity
of specimens revealing their uniqueness, importance, often beauty and place in
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evolutionary time. With a special affinity for echinoids and crinoids, it is not surprising
that it is with echinoderms that he has spent most time. However, he has used as an
inroad into broader evolutionary and palaeontological questions, including taphonomy,
mass extinctions and palaeoecology. Furthermore, he has broadened his systematic
outlook and has published on numerous phyla. He seems restricted systematically
only as to whether organisms have left a trace in the fossil record.

Dr Donovan’s service to science has, and continues to be exemplary. Sitting on
numerous editorial boards, and councils of learned societies he has been tireless in
promoting palaeozoology and those individuals who pursue natural history. Dr
Donovan’s own editorial duties are considerable, but he tackles these tasks with the
same thoroughness and relish that he applies to his own research programme. Again,
he has always been willing to share his insights to a broader audience. Leading by
example, he has been a tremendous mentor and teacher to generations of students
around the world, always willing to help through careful guidance and pragmatism.
He is undoubtedly held in high esteem for his scientific labours and is a most worthy
recipient of the Linnean Medal.
c) The President presented the 2008 H H Bloomer Award to  Mrs Annette Harley on

behalf of her  husband Mr Basil Harley FLS The citation was read by the Collections
Secretary, Ms Susan Gove:
Basil Harley is an amateur naturalist with a deep interest in natural history which

dates back to the 1930s. He was hon. secretary of his school’s natural history society,
led by the distinguished arachnologist, G.H. Locket, one of the masters, and while still
a schoolboy wrote a short book on the Birds of the Harrow District. His primary
interest for many years was ornithology but he was also interested in entomology,
especially Lepidoptera and Coleoptera. At Oxford, where he read modern history, he
was secretary of the Oxford Ornithological Society and became an active bird ringer.
Although he was offered jobs by Peter Scott of the Wildfowl Trust and Bruce Campbell
of the British Trust for Ornithology, he felt that his qualifications were inadequate and
so chose to go into business, pursuing natural history as a hobby.

In 1959 he entered a career in printing, becoming managing director of the Curwen
Press in 1964. He developed the company’s colour printing techniques as he was
determined to attract customers requiring fine printing for natural history books and
prints. In 1968, a personal introduction by Eric Classey to Dr Richard B. Dominick, a
wealthy American lepidopterist, led to Curwen Press designing and printing The Moths
of America North of Mexico. Its first fascicle, ‘Sphingidae’ by Dr. Ronald W. Hodges,
was published in 1975. This connection more than any other fired his  enthusiasm for
entomology. Regular visits to South Carolina were ‘the icing on the cake’. Other books
on Lepidoptera included Jamaica and its Butterflies (1972) and the two-volume Ray
Society monograph on British Tortricoid Moths (1973, 1979).

In 1971 John Heath contacted Basil Harley to enquire whether his company
would finance and publish a work similar to the North American series under the title
The Moths and Butterflies of Great Britain and Ireland. It was intended to be in ten or
eleven volumes, appearing at the rate of one a year! This wildly ambitious target was
clearly unrealistic for by 1983, when Basil Harley left Curwen Press; only two volumes
had been published. However, he took over all rights and material from Curwen and
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in March of that year set up Harley Books with a view to completing its publication as
and when texts became available. Maitland Emmet right up to the year before his
death became its editorial driving force. Meanwhile, many other titles on other aspects
of natural history were taken on and published.

Basil Harley has a small but sadly neglected collection of Lepidoptera and other
Orders, but his prize collection is his large natural history library covering most branches
of the subject. He is particularly interested in the history of natural history and
contributed to two books published on that aspect by Harley Books − Martin Lister’s
English Spiders (1678) and The Aurelian Legacy by Michael Salmon. He has belonged
to various natural history bodies over the past fifty years − the British Ornithologists’
Union since 1953; the Linnean Society since 1955; and the Royal Entomological
Society since 1981, serving on committees of the Linnean and Royal Entomological
Societies. He joined the British Entomological Society in 1975 and was its President
from 2003-2004. The entire above serve to indicate his role as an amateur naturalist
who has made an important contribution to biological knowledge.
d) The President presented the 2008 Bicentenary Medal to Dr William (Bill) Baker

FLS, of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. The citation was read by Botanical
Secretary, Dr Sandy Knapp:
Bill Baker is an outstanding botanist who has demonstrated an unusual depth of

botanical knowledge and breadth of interest over the ten years since he obtained his PhD.
Currently he holds the post of Head of Palm Research at the Royal Botanic Gardens,

Kew, based in the Herbarium. He is a systematic botanist, specialising in palms, and
was recruited to Kew in August 1998, following the successful defence of his PhD at
Reading University. His responsibilities include the management and development of
a cutting-edge research programme on the evolution and systematics of the palm family
and the development of Kew’s long term interests in the palm flora of Southeast Asia,
especially New Guinea, with strong commitments to capacity building in partnership
with botanists in less-developed countries. He has been very successful in the raising
and management of funds to support these activities. He has also played an important
role in the acquisition of new herbarium material through an active fieldwork
programme. In everything he does, he displays strong commitment, enthusiasm and
wise judgement.

He has field experience in Lord Howe Island, Australia; Bhutan; Cape Verde
Islands; Papua New Guinea: (Western, Gulf, Madang, Morobe and Southern Highlands
Provinces); New Caledonia; Papua, Indonesia: (Wandammen Peninsula, Mt Jaya):
Madagascar; Egypt; Nepal: Marsyangdi Valley; Malaysia (Malay Peninsula, Sarawak,
Sabah); Brunei; Hong Kong; and Cameroon. His botanical collections are of the highest
standard.

The value of his judgement has been recognized and he sits on the council of The
Systematics Association and is also the chair of its Programme Subcommittee. He
also sits on the Royal Horticultural Society’s Joint Rock Garden Plant Committee and
is a member of the Royal Geographical Society Life Sciences Panel.

In 2005 he masterminded and largely organized a very successful and prestigious
international symposium on Palms at the Linnean Society and is the chief editor of the
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symposium volume. The papers in this forthcoming volume are likely to be cited very
frequently in palm and biogeographic research papers elsewhere and this may well
increase the citation index of the Botanical Journal of the Linnean Society.

However, Bill’s most formidable achievement is the broad range, depth and
importance of his publications. He has published approximately 55 papers, several of
which have appeared in “high impact” journals, including one paper in Nature. His
papers include critical phylogenies based on molecular and morphological datasets.
He has pioneered the use in palm studies of supertrees and molecular dating.
Increasingly he is regarded as the outstanding researcher in palms in his generation.
Yet, several of his papers are also written for a broader audience, displaying his concern
for the dissemination of research results to the widest possible audience. Currently he
leads the palm component of an EU initiative (EDIT) to make taxonomic information
available on the internet.

Bill displays strong leadership but is also an excellent team player. He has
supervised approximately fourteen students with care and thoughtfulness. He is
particularly effective in his collaboration with researchers from different cultures. He
writes and lectures lucidly, displaying complete professionalism in all he does.

Bill Baker is an altogether outstanding young researcher with tremendous potential
to develop his carer further and we believe would be a very worthy and appropriate
recipient of the Linnean Society’s Bicentenary Award.
e) The President presented the 2008 Irene Manton Prize to Dr Jim Clarkson and to

Dr Silvia Pressel. The citations  were read by the Botanical Secretary, Dr Sandy
Knapp, after she had explained that the it had not been possible for the adjudicators
to decide between the two winners, both presenting excellent theses but very
different in character. The solution has been to make two awards. The first award
was presented to Dr Jim Clarkson for his thesis on “Evolutionary relationships
in Nicotiana (Solanaceae): insights from molecular phylogenetics and
cytogenetics” The second award was presented to Dr Sylvia Pressel for her thesis
on “Ex-situ Conservation of Bryophytes”.

f) The President presented the 2008 Jill Smythies Award for published botanical
art Mrs Patricia Eckel. The Treasurer, Prof. GLl. Lucas read the citation which
he had prepared as follows:
Although there were only six artists put forward for the Jill Smythies  Award this

year, the selection committee unanimously agreed that it was one of the most difficult
decisions to make since the award was first given in 1988, 22 years ago! The quality
of the botanical art of all the participants was simply outstanding and so this year’s
award winner Patricia Eckel can be particularly proud of her achievement!

Patricia, born in Niagara Falls, New York, took her first dual degrees in Greek and
Latin Classics and Art History at the State University of New York, Amherst. Her MA
gives a clue to another reason as to why she is well known to American Botanists. Her
project was entitled, ‘A Manual of Botanical Latin’. She is currently Botanical Latin
Editor for Brittonia, Annals of the Missouri Botanical Garden and Novon (obviously
keeping Peter Raven’s staff out of nomenclatural trouble!).

But this is only a sideline for this multitalented lady. The reason for her presence



THE LINNEAN 2008 VOLUME 24(3) 47

today to receive the Jill Smythies Award is in recognition of her massive and unique
role that she has played in the provision of so many outstanding black and white
scientific illustrations of the Bryophytes. The sheer beauty of her scientific portrayal
of this group of difficult species has ensured that her skills are sought by botanists
throughout the USA and wider.

Much of her major art work is to be found in the 2 volumes of the Moss Flora of
Mexico 1982 – 93 edited by H A Crum, A J Sharp and P M Eckel,  and The Genera of
the Pottiaceae: Mosses of Harsh Environments, by R H Zander, (her husband) 1984 –
93. She is the Illustrator for the 3 Bryophyte volumes of the Flora of North America,
Volume 27, part 1 has been completed

As well as these major works she has being producing plates for more Journals
and Authors than I can mention here.

In asking the President to award the Jill Smythies prize we are honouring somebody
who through her own research, her support of colleagues with their Latin needs, but
most importantly as a truly great Botanical Artist. In the true Linnean Society tradition
we are recognising a rare talent! Patricia Maureen Eckel.
8. The Treasurer presented the Accounts for 2007. These are to be found in the 2007

Annual Report.
a) The Treasurer reported on the results of the recent Tercentenary Appeal, which

has now reached a total of £ 96,830.51, leaving only £3,169.49 to reach the
£100,000 target. He thanked all those Fellows who had contributed and encouraged
those who had not done so to support the Society in this way, drawing attention to
the importance of showing such support when seeking additional funds from donors.
The Fellows Tercentenary Fund will close on November 1st one year after it opened.

b) The Treasurer drew attention to forthcoming the online access to all the Society’s
earlier journal publications, from the 1791 Transactions onwards. In view of this
he proposed increasing the subscription for online access to the journals to £ 20p.a.
from 2009. For those still taking paper copies of Journals the price will rise to £50
per Journal also from 2009.

c) The Treasurer also announced that the Bronze Tercentenary Medal, of which only
300 had been struck, to represent each year since the birth of Linnaeus, would be
available from July at £50 plus p&p.  The President then warmly thanked the
Treasurer.

d) Dr John Sellick of the Audit Review Committee proposed: “In accordance with
Bye-Law 12.6, the Annual Statement of Accounts for 2007, and the report of the
professional auditors, was carefully examined by the Audit Review Committee of
Fellows on 10th March 2008. On behalf of the Committee, of which I was a member,
I am pleased to report to the Anniversary Meeting that we concluded that the
Accounts give a true and fair picture of the Society’s finances as at 31st December
2007. I therefore move that they be accepted.” This was carried unanimously on a
show of hands.

e) The Treasurer moved that the firm of Knox Cropper, of 16 New Bridge Street,
EC4V 6AX, be appointed as auditors in accordance with Bye-Law 12.5, which
was accepted unanimously. He then proposed the continuation of the banking
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arrangements with Lloyds TSB which the Fellows also agreed. The Treasurer
closed by thanking all the members of the Finance Committee, the Finance Officer
as well as all other staff, drawing attention to the difficult conditions they had
been working in recently due to ongoing refurbishment in both the main office
and the Library and Reading Room.

9. The President opened his report by announcing the names of the recipients of the
Darwin-Wallace medal 2008. This is awarded for “major advances in
evolutionary biology since 1958”. The recipients will be Professor Nick
Barton, Professor Mark W Chase, Professor Bryan C Clarke, Professor Joseph
Felsenstein, the late Professor Stephen Jay Gould, Professor Peter R Grant FLS,
Dr Rosemary Grant, Professor Jim L B Mallet, Prof. Lynn Margulis, the late
Professor John Maynard-Smith, Professor Mohamed Noor, Professor H Allen Orr
and Professor Linda Partridge.  He reported that these would be presented on 12
February 2009, Darwin’s 200th birthday, and that from May 2009 there would be
an annual award of the medal for “major advances in evolutionary biology”.

a) The President then called on Dr Sandra Knapp, the Botanical Secretary to present
the outlines of the strategic goals of the Society as agreed by Council.
Dr Knapp explained briefly, with the aid of a presentation, the four main action

points identified for future development so as to fulfil the aims of the Society’s Charter.
She outlined ways in which this information would be communicated and explained
that all the Fellowship was invited to take an active part in developing ways forward
and that contact points would be provided, both with relevant staff members and Council
members. The President thanked her for her presentation.
b) The President then gave his address on “Wood use and conservation in dry tropical

woodlands – Field studies in Zimbabwe and NE Brazil”.
c) On behalf of the Fellows the President was thanked for his talk. Dr Martin Nickol

FLS moved that the President’s address be published and circulated and the motion
was passed.

a) Professor Cutler named his Vice Presidents for the coming year as Dr Andrew
Brown, Dr John C David, Dr Sandy D Knapp, and  Dr Keith N Maybury, and gave
warm thanks to Dr Jenny Edmonds, Dr Richard Bateman and Dr Vaughan Southgate
for their support and the important roles they had played.

11. Any other valid business.
a) Prof. Pieter Baas presented the Linnean Society with an original work of botanical

art by the recipient of the previous Jill Smythies Award, Jan van Os. The President
asked Professor Baas to convey the Society’s thanks to the artist.

b)  The President reported that a former staff member, Mr Dimitar (Mishu) Dimitrov
had announced the founding of the Bulgarian Linnean Society.

The President then declared the meeting closed, noting the dates of forthcoming
meetings.
The next Anniversary Meeting will be on Thursday 21 May 2009 at 4pm.
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THE HISTORY OF NATURAL HISTORY (Second Edition) by Gavin
Bridson, is an essential source of information for scientists, researchers
and enthusiastic amateurs. This annotated bibliography, the only one to
encompass the entire subject area, provides a unique key to information
sources for this wide-ranging subject. This revised and greatly updated
edition is being published by The Linnean Society of London in October
2008, priced £65 (+ p&p), with a
pre-publication price of £45 (+ p&p). To reserve your copy
 email:  Victoria@linnean.org
Tel: +44 (0)20 7434 4479
or visit www.linnean.org for details.

October 2008

THE HISTORY of
NATURAL HISTORY

Second Edition

GAVIN BRIDSON



The Linnean Society
Programme

26th–29th  Tues. SYSTEMA NATURAE 250 In Paris, France
August – Fri. Andrew Polaszek FLS for details see www.iczn.org

1-3rd Sept. CLIMATE CHANGE AND SYSTEMATICS
Three day meeting at Trinity College Dublin

18th Sept. Thurs. LINNAEUS AND THE ROLE OF WOMEN
6pm IN 18TH CENTURY BOTANY Evening meeting

Mariette Manktelow FLS

20th Sept. Sat. LONDON OPEN HOUSE    The Society will be open to the public

25th Sept. Thurs. INSPIRE Sixth-form lecture
6.30pm Alistair Land FLS

1st–3rd Oct. Wed. FESTSCHRIFT FOR PROF. C.J. HUMPHRIES FLS
– Fri. † Sandra Knapp FLS Three-day meeting

9th Oct.* Thurs PHENOLOGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
6pm Nigel Hepper FLS Evening meeting

11th Oct. Sat. SESQUICENTENARY CONFERENCE OF THE
LONDON NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY Day meeting

16th Oct. Sat. DARWIN AND DOMESTICATION
† Andrew Sheppy FLS Day meeting

22nd Oct. Wed. THE LONGER THE BETTER: A CELEBRATION OF LONG-
TERM DATA SETS  in commemoration of the 300th anniversary
of the birth of Robert Marsham, FRS
† Humphrey Crick and Tim Sparks Day meeting

28th Oct. Tues. Palynology Specialist Group
† Carol Furness FLS Day meeting

29th Oct. Wed. Palaeobotany Specialist Group
† Peta Hayes Day meeting

30th Oct. Thurs. BOOK LAUNCH (see overleaf): speaker tba. Evening meeting
6pm NB Tea lecture postponed. and Book Sale

6th Nov. Thurs. THE GLOBAL AMPHIBIAN EXTINCTION CRISIS
† Gordon McGregor Reid PPLS and Lesley Dickie Day Meeting

† organiser * Election of new Fellows
Unless stated otherwise, all meetings are held in the Society’s Rooms. Evening meetings start
at 6 pm with tea available in the library from 5.30. For further details please contact the Society
office or consult the website – address inside the front cover and see page 1.
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