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North Wales Field Trip: 23–24 June 2012 

 
This field trip will explore  three contrasting sites on the Isle of Anglesey (South Stack, Parys 
Mountain, and Newborough Warren with LLandwyn Island), and two sites on the mainland, the 
Great Orme at Llandudno and Cwm Idwal near Capel Curig.  
 
 
Travel 
Participants are asked to arrange their own travel to this field trip.  The group will meet at 10.00 
to begin the trip at 10.30am sharp. You will need a car in order to travel between activities. 
 
Accommodation 
Accommodation has not been arranged for the participants and we ask you to arrange your 
own. On Saturday evening participants will have the opportunity to meet for an evening meal in 
Menai Bridge and so we recommend that you stay close to this area. Here are some 
recommended hotels: 
 
Premier Inn, Bangor: http://www.premierinn.com/en/hotel/BANBRI/bangor 
The Anglesey Arms: http://www.anglesey-arms.co.uk/ 
The Gazelle Hotel: http://www.thegazellehotel.com/ 
The Bulkeley Hotel: http://www.bulkeleyhotel.co.uk/ 
 
Contact details 
This field trip has been organised by John Good and Tony Ramsey on behalf of the Linnean 
Society.  
 
As this field trip takes place over a weekend, the Linnean Society Office will be closed. In case of 
an emergency please call Elizabeth Rollinson who will be attending the Field Trip.  
 

Elizabeth Rollinson Linnean Society 
Representative 

07771870410 

 
If you have any questions prior to the trip please contact Samantha Murphy: 
 
Tel: 0207 7434 4479 ext. 11 
Email: Samantha@linnean.org 
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Outline Itinerary - Saturday, 22 June – Isle of Anglesey 

(Map: OS Landranger 114 Anglesey/Mon) 
 
10.30-12.15: Parys Mountain  
 
Meeting Time: 10.00 
Meeting Point: Parys Mountain car park  
Approx. Postcode for Sat Nav: LL68 
Grid Reference: SH437905 
At roundabout before entering Amlwch from the SE on the A5025, take the first left [B5111], 
signposted Llanerchymedd, the car park is c. 2 km along on the L hand side of the road.  
 
The walk: During a guided walk over the site short presentations will be made on the geology 
and mining history of the area and the development of mineral tolerance in higher plants and 
lichens. 
 
N.B. There are no toilet facilities at this site 
 
12.15-13.15 Drive from Parys Mountain to South Stack, Holyhead Island  
 
Meeting time: 13.15 
Departure time: 14.45 
Meeting Point: South Stack car park 
Postcode for Sat Nav: LL65 1YH 
Grid Reference: SH211818 
 
Take the B5111 to Llanerchymedd, turn R at the junction in the middle of the village onto the 
B5112, carry on on this road about 10 km until you meet the A55 Expressway to Holyhead. 
Proceed to the end of the expressway and at the roundabout go straight ahead onto Victoria 
Road (DO NOT turn R over the bridge to the port). After c. 300 m bear L onto Victoria Terrace 
(one-way street) and continue up the hill bearing slightly L onto Thomas St. (also one-way). At 
the crossroads at the top where you face Holyhead High School ahead and to the left, turn L 
onto South Stack Road. Stay on this minor road for c. 4 km. After a minor crossroads turn sharp 
R (still on S. Stack Road, signposted South Stack Lighthouse), the car park is c. 1 km along this 
road on your L. 
 
The walk: During a gentle one-hour guided walk (c. 2 km) you will pass through rich dwarf shrub 
heath communities and hopefully see choughs and a range of sea birds flying over dramatic 
sheer cliffs, with South Stack lighthouse in the middle distance and wonderful views towards the 
mainland and the Lleyn Peninsula. You will have the opportunity to visit the RSPB visitor centre 
at Elin’s Tower where good views are available of the cliffs and lighthouse through permanent 
telescopes. There is also an opportunity to obtain refreshments and use the toilet facilities at 
the nearby (200 m) café and shop, and there are plenty of suitable places to eat your picnic. 
Unfortunately because of time constraints it is not possible for attendees to fit in a visit to the 
lighthouse, which involves a 400 step descent and ascent from the cliff path. 
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14.45-15.45 Drive from South Stack to Newborough Warren 
 
Meeting time: 15.45 
Departure time: 17.30 
Meeting point: Newborough Forest main car park 
Postcode for Sat Nav: LL61 
Grid Reference: SH405634 
 
Retrace your route to Holyhead and take the A55 Expressway towards Bangor. Leave at Jn 6 and 
take the A5 towards Gaerwen. Before entering the village turn R onto the B4419 to Llangaffo 
and Newborough. At Llangaffo go straight ahead onto the B4421 to Newborough. At 
Newborough, where the B4421 meets the A4080 turn L and then at the Post Office turn R into 
Church St. Follow this road and the signs to Newborough Forest until you come to a barrier with 
a ticket vending machine. Obtain a ticket and proceed to the car park which is among the dunes 
in the forest. 
 
The walk: About 3 km in total. We will walk into the forest where a talk will be given on the 
history of the dune system and current restoration work. We will then proceed onto the beach 
and across the causeway to Llandwyn Island. On the way there and back short presentations will 
be given on the geology, flora and fauna of this highly valued ecosystem, including the 
successful reintroduction of Red squirrels. There are public toilets at the car park. 
 
20.30 Dinner at The Straits Restaurant, Dale Street, Menai Bridge, LL59 5AW, E-mail: 
info@thestraitsrestaurant.co.uk 
 
Meeting Time: 20.00 
Meeting Point: Straits Restaurant bar area 
Postcode for Sat Nav: LL59 5AW 
Grid Reference: SH556723 
A table has been reserved at the Straits Restaurant, Dale Street, Menai Bridge for all Field Trip 
participants. There is a public car park opposite the restaurant. Please find details of this venue 
at www.thestraitsrestaurant.co.uk/. Please note that this is not included in the registration fee 
and Fellows will need to pay on the day. Participants are welcome to make their own dinner 
arrangements if this does not suit their requirements.  
 
A sample menu will be sent out to all trip participants along with this itinerary. 
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Outline Itinerary - Sunday, 23 June, Great Orme and Cwm Idwal 
(Maps: OS Explorer OL17, Snowdon; OS Landranger 115) 
 
10.00-12.00 Great Orme, Llandudno  
 
Meeting time: 10.00 
Departure time: 12.00 
Meeting point:  Car Park at the S end of the West shore, Llandudno 
Postcode for Sat Nav: LL30 2AR  
Grid Reference: SH773815 
 
The walk: We will walk along the West shore promenade, giving good views of Great Orme’s 
Head and of the bay looking towards Conwy, Bangor and Anglesey. We will then walk for about 
1 km up an easy path onto the SW facing slopes of the Great Orme with information being 
provided on the Carboniferous Limestone geology, flora and fauna, particularly the special races 
of the Silver-studded blue and Grayling butterflies which should be on the wing at this time 
(weather permitting!) There are public (pay) toilets on the W shore promenade. 
 
At the end of this walk there are two options: 
 
Option 1: Cwm Idwal NNR in Snowdonia (see below) 
 
Option 2: End your involvement at West shore car park and either drive home or explore other 
places of interest in and around Llandudno. The privately owned award winning Great Orme 
Copper Mines (www.greatormemines.info/ ) may be of special interest. There is a charge for 
entering the copper mines which is not included in the registration fee. 
 
12.00-1300 Drive from Llandudno to Cwm Idwal 
 
Meeting time: 13.00 
Departure time: 16.30 
Meeting point: Llyn Ogwen 
Postcode for Sat Nav: LL57 3LZ 
Grid Reference: SH651604 
       
From Llandudno join the A55 Expressway (W) towards Bangor and Caernarfon, leaving at 
Junction 11 and taking the first exit at the roundabout onto the A5, signposted Bethesda and 
Betws-y-Coed. Travel on this road through Bethesda and up the Nant Ffrancon valley until 
reaching the meeting point at the W end of Llyn Ogwen. If the car park at Ogwen Cottage is full 
there is more parking further along on either side of the A5 within 300 m. 
 
The Walk: A fairly gentle 1km uphill walk on a well-constructed path to Llyn Ogwen with an 
option for those wishing and able to do so to climb up into the rock falls above the lake and 
below Twll Du (The Devil’s Kitchen), which are home to some of the rarer and more interesting 
arctic-alpine plants. Along the way information will be provided on the geology and 
geomorphology of the Cwm, with special reference to the effects of glaciation, and on the role 
of sheep grazing (and its exclusion) on the vegetation. Weather permitting we will eat our 
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picnics by the lake - it is possible to purchase snacks and drinks at a kiosk in the car park at 
Ogwen Cottage. 
 
Health and safety 
Like any other walk in the mountains this presents potential hazards, even in midsummer, so we 
ask you to take particular care to make sure that you have appropriate clothing and footwear, 
that you stay with the party at all times, and that you do not exceed your physical capabilities. 
 
N.B. The organisers reserve the right to cancel this visit at their sole discretion and at short 
notice if they consider that weather conditions are unsuitable.  
 


